Barriers to Answering the Call
Lesson for Sunday, February 8, 2026

INTRODUCTION: 
· This is the third lesson in our series on what it means to be a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have used the four calls that Jesus issued to help us define discipleship. Can you remember what they were? Use the space below to make some notes…





 
· Today we are looking at another familiar teaching of Jesus found in John 15. In this text, Jesus identifies barriers that keep us from being what Jesus has called us to be. 

CONTEXT: John 15:1-8
· In this passage, Jesus speaks of four levels of fruit-bearing: no fruit, fruit, more fruit and much fruit. 
· According to verse 8, God’s ultimate goal for every one of us is to bear __________________ ________________. When we bear much fruit, we prove we are His disciples and God the Father is glorified. 
· Not every believer bears fruit or much fruit. Each of us must overcome certain barriers that keep us from getting to the next level of fruit production. 

BIBLE STUDY: 
1. Barrier 1: ______________________
a. In verse 2, Jesus says that every branch that does not bear fruit, God will take it away. The word for “away” in the Greek is airo, and it is used over a hundred times in the NT. The word literally means to “__________________________” or “move to a different location.” 
b. The barrier between no fruit and fruit is sin. Sin causes us to fall out of the sunlight and into the dirt. Left in our sin, we will become unproductive. 
c. But if we are lifted up and placed back into the Son light, then we can move from no fruit to fruit. 
d. In verse 5, Jesus makes it clear that we cannot bear fruit apart from Him. In the same way, we cannot bear fruit if sin is controlling our lives. 

2. Barrier 2: _______________________ 
a. Still in verse 2, Jesus tells us that to go from fruit to bearing more fruit is through __________________ (“purgeth”). 
b. A basic lesson is that a failure to prune certain plants will result in a weak root system, which eventually will keep the plant from bearing fruit.
c. There are several questions that Jesus answers in these verses.
d. Who gets to experience pruning? According to verse 2, ________________ branch! 
e. When do you get pruned? It always comes ____________________ the harvest. Read Hebrews 12:11. 
f. Why do we need pruning? Simple: To be ________________ fruitful. 
g. What gets pruned? What gets pruned are not the bad things but the _______________ things! 
 
3. Barrier 3: _______________________
a. It’s important to recognize that our personal satisfaction isn’t the goal of our Christian life. The goal is to “_______________ in Christ.” 
b. Jesus uses this phrase eight different times in John 15. 
c. The Greek word is meno and it means to dwell, continue or tarry. It has the idea of making Jesus our permanent resting place. (See Psalm 91:1.) It is a lifestyle that must be cultivated and learned over time. 
d. As we abide in Him, we bear much fruit and God gets the glory (vs. 8). 

APPLICATION: 
· What barrier is your biggest struggle? 
· If our barrier is sin, what we are to do with sin?
· Confess, repent, etc. 
· 1 John 1:9 is a good reference.
· If we are enduring a time of pruning, what are we to do in the midst of that time? 
· What is the role of prayer and Bible meditation during these times?
· What are some specific promises of God that we can cling to? 
· How do we work to not become bitter toward God?
· What are the behaviors of someone who is abiding in Christ? 

