God’s Plan for the Family
Lesson for Sunday, November 30, 2025

INTRODUCTION: 
· What are the biggest issues facing the family today? Allow for some discussion…
· When we read our Bibles, we see that God created three institutions: the government, the church and the home. Two of these were created in the book of Genesis, and the family comes first. 
· Read these verses and briefly comment: 
· 2:7 – God creates Adam from the dust of the ground.
· 2:18 – God observes that it is not good for man to be alone. Notice that God didn’t say man was lonely. God had given Adam a job to do, and he could not do it on his own – Adam needed a helper. 
· 2:21-23 – God took one of Adam’s ribs and created Eve. Adam breaks into song in verse 23. 
· 2:24-25 – Here we have the first wedding in history, officiated by God Himself. In these verses we see a divine formula for marriage: 
· The man and woman leave their families and unite together in a permanent relationship. A new family has been formed. 
· Our desire ought to be to have Godly families. There has never been a greater need. In God’s Word we find everything we need in order to have a marriage God’s way. 

TEACHER TIP: You need to cover all of this material as you teach, but you may choose to spend more time on the lesson points that are directly related to the people in your class. Example: If you teach a lady’s class, spend more quality time on point 1.

BIBLE STUDY: Colossians 3:18-21
1. Wives: Submissive in love and respect (vs. 18)
a. This may be the most counter-cultural part of God’s plan. 
i. ILL: Think of the majority of movies and sit-coms over the last 25 years. The fathers are typically portrayed as silly and not serious. 
ii. In God’s economy, the husband is the head of the home. 
b. The word “submit” means to place yourself under another. This is clearly taught in both the Old and New Testaments. 
i. It does not mean that a woman is inferior to her husband. 
ii. Adrian Rogers said, “A man is better than a woman (pause for effect) at being a man; and a woman is better than a man at being a woman!”
iii. A Godly wife should still be included in discussions and decisions within the family, and she should be able to even express disagreements. 
c. How are wives to submit? 
i. First, wives are to respect their husband. See Ephesians 5:33b. You can also refer to 1 Peter 3:1-8 and Titus 2:3-4
1. This means that they are to esteem, value and admire their husband. 
2. Notice in Colossians 3:18 that our submission is not based on if the husband deserves it. We are to submit because it is fitting in the Lord. 
3. Point out: This is men’s “love language.” Men are wired by God for respect. When a man feels disrespected, he will not typically respond well. 
ii. Second, wives are to love their husbands. 
1. While men are referred to as the “head of the home,” women can be called the “heart of the home.” 
2. To a large degree, the wife/mother will set the atmosphere of love within the home. 
d. Three key words a Godly wife will remember and practice: submit, respect and love. 
2. Husbands: A loving leader (Colossians 3:19)
a. It goes without saying, but first a husband must strive to be a Godly man. 
i. The word “husband” comes from two words: Home and Band. The husband should be the band around the house that holds the family together. 
ii. ILL: When a good team loses a game, the coach will accept personal responsibility. He doesn’t blame the refs, the players or his assistant coaches. In the same way, as a Godly husband, we must be willing to accept responsibility for our homes. 
b. How do we lead in the home? 
i. First, we are to love our wife. 
1. Love with sweetness. Colossians 3:19 says we are not to be bitter toward them. Bitter is the same word used in Revelation 8:11 for Wormwood! Don’t be a wormwood! 
2. Love with selflessness. Ephesians 5:25 says that we must be willing to die for our wives; to live sacrificially for them. 
3. Love with service. Ephesians 5:28 teaches us to strive and meet her needs. 
ii. Second, we are to lead our wife. See Genesis 18:19. 
1. Leadership is a responsibility, not a privilege! 
2. Husbands must set the example in the home and lead the family to spiritual growth. 
3. Men, lead with gratitude, respect, encouragement, happiness, generosity, etc. 
iii. Third, we are to study our wife. See 1 Peter 3:7.
1. We are to “dwell with them according to knowledge.” Know what she needs and serve to meet those needs with gentleness and honor. 
2. This verse gives the picture of a beautiful picture of fine china. It’s not saying the wife is inferior, but to be treasured and cared for. 
c. That’s a lot to work on!
3. Children: Honor and Obey (Colossians 3:20)
a. NOTE: If you are teaching college or young singles who still live in the home, this will be an interesting and necessary discussion! This will also be relevant to the parents we teach who have young adults still living in their house. As long as children live in their parents’ home, and the parents are paying the bills, the children are still under the authority of the parents. 
b. Children are called to obey their parents “in all things.” 
i. Notice that Paul says a child’s obedience is “well pleasing to the Lord.” You can’t please the Lord while disobeying your parents. 
ii. This is repeated in Ephesians 6:1 where Paul adds the comment, “this is right.” Obeying your parents is the right thing to do! 
c. Ephesians 6:2 adds the word “honor.” This addresses our attitude while we are obeying. It is possible to do the right thing with a bad attitude. God wants both!
d. What does this look like in the home? 
i. Immediately: Delayed obedience is disobedience!
ii. Entirely: Obey everything you are told and then some…
iii. Respectfully: No pouting, complaining, etc. 
e. It is also important to draw attention to how adult children are to respond to their parents. 
i. Once the child is grown and leaves the home, they are no longer obligated to obey their parents. But they still have the obligation to honor them. 
ii. Discuss: How do adult children show honor to their parents? 
iii. Discuss: How does the leave and cleave principle from Genesis 2 apply to adult children?

APPLICATION THOUGHTS: 
Teachers, you will have to craft the application to the people in the room. Here are some things you may choose from. 
· Google James Dobson’s “12 Marriage Killers.” This is something you could read over and discuss some that are relevant to your group. 
· Discussion point: We did not have time in this lesson to address the specific roles of parents in the family. But we did address it indirectly. Here is the principle: Being a good parent begins by being a good spouse. 
· One of the greatest parenting tips is for mom and dad to have a strong, healthy relationship.
· When there is strife in the home, children suffer. They need to know that mom and dad love each other and are committed to each other not just in their words but reinforced in their behaviors. 
· Discuss: How has the culture impacted how adult children care for their elderly parents, and how should Christians respond? 
