
The Gospel in a Nutshell 
Lesson for Sunday, February 27, 2022 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

 In the 1870’s archaeologists uncovered a giant, red granite obelisk in the sands of Egypt. The 
Egyptian’s named it “Cleopatra’s Needle” and gave it to Great Britain.  

 “Cleopatra’s Needle” was erected along London’s Thames River. At the base of the shaft was a 
time vault. In it they placed several items of the day: coins, clothing, children’s toys, a 
newspaper, etc.  

 A committee was appointed to include greatest single verse in the Bible. If you were on that 
committee, which verse would you include? Allow for some discussion… 

 The verse they chose (unanimously) was John 3:16. That verse is probably the best-known verse 
in the Bible. It is a verse so simple a little child can understand it yet so profound that all the 
scholars of the world cannot plumb its depths. 

 As we conclude mission’s emphasis, it is good to review motivation for mission work: The 
Gospel. If the Gospel is true, then world missions (including right here in Florence) must be our 
priority. If it is not true, then nothing else matters.  

 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. The Gospel is Good News for the World 
a. We live in a world of “isms.” With the advancement of technology and the internet, 

people are exposed to every religion that can possibly exist at the click of a computer 
mouse.  

b. Our current world tells us that every religion is equal – each has its own merits and can 
be trusted as truth. Yet the simple laws of logic will not all that type of reasoning. Two 
opposite lines of thinking cannot both be true simultaneously.  

c. John 3:16 addresses a number of “isms”: 
i. “For God” addresses atheism, which claims there is no God.  

ii. “So loved” responds to fatalism, which asserts God is an impersonal force.  
iii. “The world” responds to nationalism, which says God loves only one group of 

people.  
iv. “He gave” responds to materialism, which says it is more blessed to receive that 

to give.  
v. “His only begotten Son” responds to Mohammedism, which says God has no 

Son.  
vi. “That whosoever believes” responds to Calvinism, which says Christ only died 

for the elect.  
vii. “In Him” responds to pluralism, which says all religions are equal.  

viii. “Should not perish” responds to annihilationism, which says there is no hell.  
ix. “But have everlasting life” responds to Arminianism, which says God only gives 

life conditionally.  
d. John 3:16 is a simple biblicism that reveals the mind, the heart, and the will of God. 

What are the main takeaways that we need to remember?  
2. God’s Love is Global – “For God so loved the world” 

a. The load-bearing verb here is “loved.” In the Greek this is agape.  
b. Agape love is a love that desires to give. It is a love not based on the worthiness of the 

object but on the character of the one loving.  
c. Agape love is a love to the highest degree. This is the love that God has for the world.  
d. Love must always be traced to its source. The origin of this spiritual love is God. The 

fundamental assertion about God in the Bible is “God is love” (1 John 4:8).  
e. God is omnipresent; He is everywhere. God is omnipotent; He is all-powerful. God is 

omniscient; He knows everything. But supremely, God is love.  



f. 1 John 3:1 says, “What manner of love hath God bestowed upon us.” The Greek word 
for “what manner” can also mean “from what country.” God’s love is “out of this 
world!”  

g. This phrase of John 3:16 also reminds us of the object of God’s love: the world. God 
loves all people, from all nations, and in all ethnicities. There is no one that God does 
not love.  

h. God’s love for the world is our motivation for world missions.  
3. God’s Love is Sacrificial – “That He gave His only begotten Son” 

a. True love always gives. A person can give and not love; but a person cannot love and not 
give. The nature of love is to give.  

b. God’s love is definite. His love has been proven once-for-all at Calvary.  
c. Philippians 2 describes the “humility of Christ” as He left Heaven to become a man in 

order to save us. Jesus had to give up some of His divine qualities and die a cruel death 
on the cross in order to accomplish His mission. Jesus’s love is sacrificial.  

d. Our love should follow Jesus’s example. Can we say that we love others sacrificially? 
Missions is sacrificial love in action.  

e. DISCUSS: What does a missionary have to sacrifice to go to a foreign field? Is it worth it?  
f. FOLLOW-UP: How do we show sacrificial love here at home? Can we say that we 

sacrificially love our neighbors?  
4. God’s Love is Personal – “That whosoever believeth in Him” 

a. “Whosoever” is an interesting word in the original Greek. It carries the idea of totality 
and an inclusion of all individual parts.  

b. What does this mean? God loves the world collectively, and He loves and will save 
“whosoever” individually. The word is a welcome mat inviting the world to God.  

c. For our consideration, how do people accept God’s invitation if they are never exposed 
to it? Read Romans 10:13-15.  

d. People must hear the Gospel which implies that someone must go and tell. This is the 
primary work of all Christians, especially missionaries. There are over 1 billion people 
who have never heard the Gospel. Who is responsible for them?  

5. God’s Love is Eternal 
a. John 3:16 begins with a God who has no beginning and ends with a life that has no 

ending.  
b. In His reference to “perish,” Jesus reminds us of the reality of Hell.  
c. What is our motivation for world missions? Hell is real. And people who die without 

Christ will spend eternity there.  
d. What is our motivation for personal evangelism? Hell is real. And people who die 

without Christ will spend eternity there. 
 
CONCLUSION:  
 The story is told of a child in an orphans’ home. Since the child was troublesome and difficult, 
the workers in the home looked for an excuse to move the unwanted child to a different home in a 
different location. One day they child was seen running across the yard to a tree, climbing to one of the 
branches and depositing a note. After the child was gone, the workers retrieved the note. It read, “If 
anyone finds this, I love you.”  
 We live in a world that treats God like an unwanted child in an orphans’ home. It is a world that 
has no time for God and does not love God. John 3:16 is God’s note to the world, “If anyone finds this, I 
love you.” Will you share God’s note with someone this week?  


