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INTRODUCTION:  

 How would you define “missions?” Allow for class discussion… 
 Here’s a good definition: The actions of God through the local church to spread the 

Gospel message to all the earth, and to establish new churches that will do the same. 
 Missions is implied in the Gospel. The word “gospel” means good news. But news can 

only be news to those who have not already heard it, and the news can only be good 
news to those who hear it in time to secure its benefits! (Let that sink in…) 

 The topic of missions is one of the main themes of the entire Bible. You may object that 
it is only found in the New Testament, but when you begin to look you see missionary 
work from Genesis to the Revelation.  

 If missions is a priority of God’s Word, it ought to be a priority of God’s church.  
 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. The Theme of Missions 
a. Use the following texts to emphasize the subject of God’s redemptive work.  
b. John 3:16 – This verse has been called the central text of the Bible and is also the 

central mission’s text. Notice the object of God’s love: the world.  
c. 2 Corinthians 5:9 – Who was God reconciling? The world.  
d. John 3:17 – God sent His Son that who might be saved? The world.  
e. 1 John 2:2 – Jesus is the propitiation for whose sins? The whole world.  
f. John 1:29 – Which sins does Jesus take away? The sin of the world.  
g. Matthew 28:19-20 – Where are we supposed to take the Gospel? All the world.  
h. These passages make clear the fact that the redemption of the whole world was 

God’s great purpose from the beginning.  
i. The enterprise referred to as “world missions” is simply the putting into effect 

God’s divine plan.  
j. The Bible is a book all about missions.  

2. Missions in the New Testament 
a. Ask the class for examples of missions in the New Testament. After allowing for 

some discussion, share the following examples.  
b. The Gospels 

i. Furnish the missionary with his message.  
ii. Present the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus as the grounds for 

redemption.  
iii. Present the life story of Jesus Christ – the greatest missionary ever! 
iv. The word “Gospel” means Good News. The very essence of good news is 

that it must be proclaimed.  
v. Seventy-nine times John refers to the “world” (kosmos) and sets forth the 

various relationships of God to the world.  



vi. The Gospels contain the Great Commission – our marching order to reach 
the world. See Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-49; John 
20:21.  

c. The Rest of the New Testament 
i. The Book of Acts 

1. An inspired record of the missionary work of the early church 
during its first generation of existence.  

2. Acts 1:8 – The key verse of the entire book of Acts.  
3. The Apostle Paul – a former prosecutor of the church – becomes 

wonderfully converted and commissioned by God as the great 
missionary to the Gentiles.  

ii. The Epistles – Most originally written as letters from missionaries to the 
churches they had founded.  

iii. Revelation is written by a missionary in exile, and speaks prophetically 
about the final accomplishment of God’s eternal purpose (Revelation 
11:15).  

d. The entire New Testament is a missionary story! 
 
APPLICATION:  

 What are ways that we can participate in missions?  
o Tithe. When you give, 10% of your offering goes to missions. This allows the 

church to support over 60 missionary families all over the world.  
o Pray. You ought to make prayer for missionary families a regular part of your 

prayer life. They need them! 
o Go. Have you told God you would go? Would you go if He asked you to?  
o Think like a missionary this week. Florence is a mission field!  

 Would you agree or disagree that world missions & evangelization are of utmost 
importance to God? If so, do you think God would want Christians to somehow be 
involved?  

 TO DO: Ask God to make you more aware of and burdened for the lost world around 
you. 


