
It’s time to love! 
Lesson for Sunday, November 7, 2021 

INTRO:  
 Everyone has good intentions; but everyone doesn’t act intentionally.  
 Someone once said, “It’s time that we become intentional about all of our good intentions!”  
 For several weeks, our Pastor has challenged us with a new vision: to become the most loving 

place in eastern South Carolina. He has preached about it and we have had lessons in Sunday 
School for several weeks. Today’s question: Has it made any difference?  

 
Teacher’s Note: Most of this material has been taken from the first lesson in Self-Con. 
 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. The Expectation is Love 
a. Read Matthew 22:34-40. This is a familiar text, but it is an important one! 
b. Jesus clarifies the Christian life for us in succinct terms. Our mission as His disciples is to 

love God and to love others. The Pastor’s “new” vision is not actually new at all!  
c. Point out that Jesus said that one these two commands “hang all the law and the 

prophets.” What does this mean? Allow for input… 
i. Take the 10 Commandments as an example… 

ii. If I love God, will I take His name in vain? Will I love something more than Him 
(idolatry)? Will I be un faithful to His house?  

iii. If I love my neighbor, will I lie to him? Will I steal from Him? Etc.  
d. Also point out that in this passage Jesus prioritized for us. The question that was asked 

was, “Which is the great commandment?” Which of the Jewish laws was to take priority 
over all the rest?  

e. Jesus was making the point that some things are more important. In this case, our love 
for God and love for others is to take precedent in our lives.  

2. The Example is Jesus 
a. John 13 is the account of Jesus’s last supper with His disciples before His arrest. In this 

text, we have a beautiful picture of what love is supposed to look like.  
b. Read verses 2-5. Jesus, the Son of God, the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe, 

stoops and becomes a servant. He showed His love by tangibly serving His disciples.  
c. Read verses 12-15. In case you missed it, Jesus wanted to make sure we understood that 

He was providing for us an example that we should follow.  
d. Read verses 34-35. One last time, Jesus reiterates His point to make sure His followers 

don’t miss it.  
e. When we think about being loving, we often don’t view ourselves accurately. (That’s 

why we call them blind spots.) Most of the time, we simply compare ourselves to 
someone who is a little worse than we are. “I’m not perfect, but I’m not like that guy!” 

f. What we learn in John 13 is that the standard of our comparison is none other than 
Jesus Christ. The question is not, “Am I loving?” The question ought to be, “Am I loving 
like Jesus is loving?” 

3. The Explanation of Love 
a. The Bible does us a wonderful favor. It specifically defines what agape love is to look 

like. (Just think about how confusing it would be if we let everyone have an opinion on 
what love is.) 

b. Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8. As you read each description, carefully define each phrase 
using the additional handout available to you (the teacher). As you read and define each 
term, ask your class members to privately grade themselves in each category (1-10).  

c. After you have finished, ask the class, “How did you rate yourself?” You are not looking 
for their actual numerical rating, but for the standard by which they measured 
themselves.  



d. Refer back to point 2 – our standard is Jesus.  
e. Re-read verses 4-8, but this time use this language:  

i. Love suffers long. Am I as loving as Jesus is loving? Rate yourself.  
ii. Love is kind. Am I as kind as Jesus is kind? Rate yourself.  

iii. Etc…most likely everyone will have to adjust their numbers down a bit.  
 
APPLICATION:  

 How loving are you? Where do you need to get intentional?  
 What specific changes has your class made on Sunday morning? Are you a more loving class 

than you were a month ago?  
 Remember that disciples are people who not only know, but do what Jesus taught.  
 James exhorts us to be doers of the Word and not hearers only.  
 Give the class 1 minute to write down a specific loving thing they can do before this day is over. 

Encourage them to text/email you when they do it (accountability).  
 
DEFINITIONS OF LOVE:  

 Love suffers long: It is slow to lose patience. It does not demonstrate irritations, or reflect anger, 
or have a quick temper. It has fully accepted the character of another. 

 Love is kind: It is actively creative in being constructive. It is able to recognize the needs of 
another. It discovers successful methods of improving or contributing to life of another. 

 Love envieth not: It is not possessive. It does not hold exclusive control where one is allowed little 
or no freedom to fulfill himself apart from it. 

 Love vaunteth not itself: It is not anxious to impress. It does not seek to make an impression or 
create an image for personal gain. 

 Love is not puffed up: It does not cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. It is not self-
centered. It has the ability to change and to accept change. It is flexible. It does not allow or 
expect life to revolve around itself. 

 Love does not behave itself unseemly: It does not act in an ugly way, but exercises good 
manners. It has respect for others which results in a set of Christ-centered standards.  It has 
discretion. It knows what is proper and when. 

 Love seeketh not her own: It does not pursue selfish advantage, but seeks the health, happiness, 
and spiritual growth of another. It does not have primary concern for personal desires or status. 

 Love is not easily provoked: It is not touchy. It is not hypersensitive or easily hurt. It does not take 
things too personally. It is not emotionally involved with personal opinions so that to reject ideas 
is to reject the one giving them. 

 Love thinketh no evil: It does not keep records of wrong that has been done. It does not reflect or 
review wrongs which have been forgiven. It does not dwell on past evil. It destroys all evidence of 
past mistakes when possible.   

 Love rejoiceth not in iniquity: It does not gloat over the wickedness of other people. It does not 
compare self with others for self-justification. It does not use other's evil to excuse personal 
weakness. It does not say, "Every else is doing it!" 

 Love rejoiceth in the truth: It is glad when truth prevails. It is in active fellowship with dedicated 
Christians. It is occupied with spiritual objectives. It celebrates the victories of others. 

 Love beareth all things: It knows no limit to its forbearance. It has the ability to live with the 
inconsistencies of others. It has empathy for the problems of others. 

 Love believeth all things: It knows no end to its trust. It believes in the person and the person's 
worth without question. It has no reason to doubt the person's integrity. 

 Love hopeth all things: It knows no fading of its hope. It is not fickle. It has perfect peace and 
confidence that God is primarily responsible for all things. 

 Love endureth all things: It has unlimited endurance. It is able to outlast anything. It is able to 
endure all obstacles and even love in the face of unreturned love. 

 Love never faileth: It will always continue. 


