
Jesus is our Sovereign, Sympathizing, Sinless Savior 
Lesson for November 21, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

 The theme for Hebrews is Jesus is better. The author is presenting a comprehensive picture of 
our Lord and Savior.  

o Chapter 1: Jesus is seen as the One Who has made “purification of sins” (vs. 3).  
o Chapter 2: He is a “merciful and faithful high priest” (vs. 17).  
o Chapter 3: He is the “Apostle and High Priest of our confession (vs. 1).  
o Chapter 4: He is called the “great high Priest.”  

 It ought to be an overwhelming thought to know that we have a Savior in heaven who 
personally cares for His family. The old hymn asked, “Does Jesus Care?” 

o O yes He care, I know He cares,  
o His heart is touched with my grief,  
o Though the day be weary, the long night dreary,  
o I know my Savior cares.  

 What does it mean when Jesus is described as our Great High Priest? Does that make a 
difference in our lives today? Should it? That is the topic of this week’s discussion.  

 
BIBLE STUDY: In Hebrews 4:14-16 we are reminded of three powerful truths about Jesus… 

1. His Sovereignty (vs. 14) 
a. The title “great high priest” is never bestowed on another in Scripture. What do we 

remember about the high priest from the OT?  
i. He was the only one who could offer the highest sacrifice under the Old 

Covenant, and he only did that once a year on the Day of Atonement.  
ii. Every year, year after year, his duty was necessary. He took the blood and went 

through the door of the outer court, through another door into the Holy Place, 
and then through the veil into the Holy of Holies.  

b. Jesus – our Great High Priest – made His one-time, perfect sacrifice on the cross, said “it 
is finished,” went back to heaven, and sat down at the right hand of God the Father. His 
sacrifice was all that was required.  

c. Notice His destiny (vs. 14b): He “passed into the heavens.” Cf. Hebrews 9:12.  
d. Notice His humanity (vs. 14c): “Jesus.” This was His earthly name. As the human Jesus, 

He is able to understand our needs. He experienced our feelings, our emotions, our 
temptations and our grief.  

e. Notice His divinity (vs. 14d): “the Son of God.” Jesus is God in the flesh. In His humanity, 
He is aware of our needs, and in His divinity, He is able to meet our needs.  

f. Notice our stability (vs. 14e): “let us hold fast our confession.” If we fail to hold fast our 
confession (our testimony), we are not proving that Jesus failed. We are revealing that 
we have failed to draw on His mercy and grace which is freely available to us.  

2. His Sympathy (vs. 15a) 
a. Notice the phrase, “touched with the feeling of our infirmities.”  
b. The word “touched” means to sympathize; to suffer alongside.  
c. He suffers with us and our “infirmities.” This is referring to our weaknesses or 

feebleness. It is referring to all our natural limitations of humanity. 



d. ILL: President Clinton had a gift of relating to the average man. The famous quote that 
went with him was, “I feel your pain.” In reality, he didn’t – and no human being ever 
could. But Jesus can!  

3. His Sinlessness (vs. 15b) 
a. Jesus was victorious over all the onslaughts and temptations of the devil. He endured 

the full extent of temptations, and He never wavered.  
b. Remember the account of Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus was tempted there with all 

three temptations which brought about the fall in Genesis 3.  
i. 1 John 2:16 outlines the three areas that all sin falls into.  

ii. Eve was tempted in each area, and Satan tempted Jesus in each.  
c. What does this mean? Jesus knows and understands temptation. Does that matter? 

4. Our Security (vs. 16) 
a. What a beautiful verse this is for the believer! The Lord Jesus left the throne of glory 

that He might sit upon the throne of grace! 
b. In the OT times, the ordinary Israelite could not approach the Holy of Holies where God 

was enthroned. But because of Jesus, you and I can approach the throne of grace at any 
time, as often as we wish, whenever we have a need.  

c. How do we come? “Boldly.” This means a freedom of expression, freedom of speech, 
the ability to speak unhesitatingly. 

d. Notice we are called to “draw near.” Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. 
This is both a Divine Invitation and a Divine Initiation.  

e. While we have access to Him at all times, this verse speaks specifically to a “time of 
need.”  

i. Sinful man deserves death, the sentence of justice; but he needs salvation, the 
gift of grace.  

ii. Jesus did not give us what we deserve, but what we need.  
iii. Jesus is the Great High Priest who saves! 

 
APPLICATION:  

 This has great application for our constant awareness of God’s presence and our access to Him. 
How often do we turn to Him during the day? How often do we question His nearness?  

 Discuss how we do this.  
o How do we turn to Him? Primarily through His Word and prayer… 
o How do we remember this? How do we discipline ourselves to turn to Him in our times 

of need? Where do we most often turn instead?  
 How will you apply these verses in your life this coming week?  

 


