
An Oasis of Love in the Cultural Desert 
Lesson for Sunday, October 10, 2021 

 
INTRODUCTION:         (5 MINUTES) 

 Pastor Monroe has been challenging us the last two weeks with a new vision for FBT.  
 The last year and a half have been hard for everyone. We don’t need to rehearse it.  
 But we must remember that we are not the first Christians to face difficult times, or 

even a pandemic.  
 ILLUSTRATION: (adapted from several sources) 

 
In October 1347, when a Genoese trading ship fresh from the Crimea docked at a harbor in 

Sicily, dead and dying men lay at the oars. The sailors had black swellings the size of eggs in 
their armpits and groins, swellings that oozed blood and pus, and spreading boils and black 
blotches on the skin. The sick endured severe pain and died within five days of the first 
symptoms.  

Other symptoms appeared in some of the next victims: continuous fever and spitting of 
blood. These victims coughed, sweated heavily, and died within three days or less—sometimes 
in 24 hours. No matter the symptoms, everything about the victims smelled foul, and 
depression and despair fell over them when they contracted the disease. 

The disease, bubonic plague, was so lethal some went to bed well and died before morning; 
some doctors caught the illness at the patient’s bedside and died before the patient. Overall 
the estimate of one medieval observer matches that of modern demographers: “A third of the 
world died.” That would have meant about 20 million deaths. 

Rather than encourage mutual aid, the plague’s deadliness drove people from one another. 
One Sicilian friar reported, “Magistrates and notaries refused to come and make the wills of the 
dying,” and worse, “even the priests did not come to hear their confessions.” In one account 
called the Decameron, the author said, “One man shunned another…kinsfolk held aloof, 
brother was forsaken by brother, oftentimes husband by wife; nay, what is more, and scarcely 
to be believed, fathers and mothers were found to abandon their own children to their fate, 
untended, unvisited as if they had been strangers.” 

Yet there were also pockets of extraordinary Christian charity. According to one French 
chronicler, the Christian workers at one city hospital, “having no fear of death, tended the sick 
with all sweetness and humility.” 

When the plague reached Wittenberg, Martin Luther wrote, “I shall ask God mercifully to 
protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. If God 
should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done what he has expected of me and 
so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of others. If my neighbor needs 
me, however, I shall not avoid place or person, but will go freely.” 

“If my neighbor needs me,” represents the attitude of God’s people in plagues. 
 

 The world is hurting. The world is grieving. The world is broken. Our neighbors need us.  
 Are we willing to live like Jesus lived and to love like Jesus loved?  
 It begins with a vision… 



BIBLE STUDY:          (20 MINUTES) 
1. A New Vision 

a. Discuss: What is a vision? How have you heard the word “vision” used?  
b. A good working definition for vision is the ability to see a vivid mental picture of 

a better future.  
c. The key to vision is that it is 100% future-focused.  

i. Have you noticed how many people seem to live in the past?  
ii. People long for the “good old days,” and since covid invaded our lives, we 

spend a lot of time hoping to “return to normal.”  
iii. Vision spends more time looking out the windshield than it does the rear-

view mirror! 
d. We cannot control covid, the culture, or all the surrounding issues that divide 

our country, but we can control our vision. We can determine to move forward 
in a desert of uncertainty with the Lord’s guidance and empowerment.  

2. The Source of Our Vision 
a. There is a danger when it comes to discussing vision. Often, we make vision all 

about us or an organization.  
b. Read the text: Proverbs 29:18.  

i. Most are familiar with the first part of this verse, but it is important to 
read the entire verse and interpret it within its proper context.  

ii. The word “vision” means “dream or revelation from God.” This means 
that the vision for our church cannot originate with man but with God.  

iii. Ultimately, our vision must come from God’s Word.  
c. To state it more succinctly, we can actually see our vision lived out in the earthly 

ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
d. Jesus’s vision contained four distinct parts:  

i. Jesus’ vision was to build a Kingdom (Matt. 6:33 - “seek ye first”). The 
Kingdom is one of the main themes of the Bible, mentioned 109 times in 
the Gospels alone. 

ii. Jesus’s Kingdom was to be radically different in nature from earthly 
Kingdoms. Earthly kingdoms are built on power and wealth. Christ’s 
kingdom would be built on the values of truth, love and righteousness. 

iii. This Kingdom would require a new race of people. His people have 
changed hearts & new natures (see 2 Corinthians 5:17). 

iv. God’s ultimate plan: to populate the entire universe with a race of people 
who are conformed to the image of His Son (Romans 8:29). 

e. What’s the point? Our vision comes from God and from His Word, and is seen in 
the earthly ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, His vision should be our 
vision.  

 
APPLICATION:          (10 MINUTES) 
A New Vision for FBT: Let’s focus on developing people who Think, Look, Talk & Act like Jesus. 

1. How do we do this? What did Jesus say would be the distinguishing mark of His 
disciples? Read John 13:35. We will be known by our love.  



2. During this time of covid & chaos in the country, people need love.  
a. We can’t withdraw from the world in these difficult days.  
b. Question: Where do you go to find Christian love in this town? If we are 

following the example of Jesus, the most loving place in town ought to be the 
local church.  

 
TO DO: Pastor has challenged us to commit one intentional act of love, kindness and 
compassion on someone who is not a member of FBT each week.   

 We will report them weekly on our connection card in the service.  
 Discuss: How do we raise our awareness so that this becomes a reality in our lives?  

 


