
The New Commandment  
Lesson for Sunday, October 24, 2021 

Intro:  
 Pastor Monroe has challenged us over the last several weeks with a new vision for our 

church. Who can remember what that vision is? To be the most loving place… 
 He has also given us a weekly application: To carry out one act of love for an unchurched 

person. Who has had the opportunity to do this? Allow them to share… 
 If time, what makes this difficult to do? Allow for discussion… 
 This vision may sound new to some people, but it comes straight from the Lord Jesus 

Christ over 2000 years ago!  
 
Bible Study: 

1. A NEW COMMANDMENT (John 13:34) 
a. Point out the context: Christ is directing this to believers. Only the disciples were 

present in this scene. Earlier in the chapter they had shared the Last Supper and 
Jesus had stooped to wash the disciples’ feet.  

b. Notice that Jesus refers to His teaching as a “new” command. What was the old? 
i. The old was the entire Mosiac Law, including the Ten Commandments.  

ii. The old law would have been very familiar to the disciples.  
c. But while this new command might have sounded new, it can actually be traced 

back into the Old Testament teaching.  
i. Deuteronomy 6:5 – “Love the Lord…” 

ii. Leviticus 19:18 – “Love your neighbor…” 
iii. Remember that Jesus didn’t come to destroy the law, but to fulfill it 

(Matthew 5:17). 
d. Jesus was introducing a new way of life for those who would call themselves 

Christians. It was a constant refrain in the New Testament: John 15:12, 17; 
Romans 13:8; 1 Thessalonians 4:9; 1 Peter 1:22; 1 John 3:11, 23; 4:7, 11, 12; 2 
John 1:5. 

e. What kind of love was Jesus referring to? Remember last week’s lesson that the 
Greeks had several words for love.  

i. Jesus was not referring to Eros (erotic or sexual), Phileo (friendship) or 
Storge (family). 

ii. Jesus was speaking of Agape love. Unconditional love that acts on behalf 
of others. 

f. Remember these key points about agape love: 
i. It is the willing, sacrificial giving of self for the benefit of others with no 

thought of return. 
ii. It is a verb, always expressed in action or behavior—never feelings. 

g. There are two key questions we must think about in regards to this new 
command:  

i. Who are we to love? Simple answer: everyone! But Paul gives some 
special instruction in Galatians 6:10…especially “the household of faith.” 

ii. How much are we to love? Jesus answered this in the verse, “as I have 
loved you.” Great question to ask: How would Jesus love in this setting? 

2. WHY DID JESUS GIVE THIS NEW COMMAND?   
a. In His omniscience, Jesus knew some things about the human being He created.  



b. Jesus knew Christians would not always get along. Being loving is not always the 
easiest thing to do.  

i. In Luke 22 we see the disciples arguing over who would be greatest. 
ii. In Acts 6 church members were making accusations of preferential 

treatment. 
iii. In Acts 15 there were major doctrinal differences. 

c. Jesus knew we need human Fellowship & love in order to flourish.  
d. Jesus knew they were going to need a “Supernatural Force” to equip them for 

the trials, persecution and heartbreaks they would soon be facing. 
e. Discuss: How do these three things relate to our lives in 2021? 

3. JESUS MADE LOVE THE IDENTIFYING MARK OF TRUE BELIEVERS (vs. 35) 
a. The identifying mark of real Christianity is not a cross or fish, flame or dove. It is 

not a certain level of knowledge. It is not even good works or service. 
b. Francis Schaeffer said it well in his book, “The Mark of the Christian.” In it he 

connected loving others to reaching the lost world for Christ. 
c. He called love for one another “The Final Apologetic.” Quote, “Our love will not 

be perfect, but it must be substantial enough for the world to be able to observe 
or it does not fit into the structure or the verses in John 13. And if the world does 
not observe this among true Christians, the world has a right to make the 
judgment which these verses indicate: and that is that we are not Christians at 
all.” 

d. Last week we asked the question, “How would the people who live closest to you 
describe you in one word?” Were you more loving this week than before?  

 
Apply: There has never been a greater need for love than right now. Think of these influencing 
factors in today’s culture:  

1. Covid: Isolation—Lockdowns, Quarantines…working alone from home… 
2. Every motivation to think only of self which only disrupts normal relationships… 
3. The media often uses fear which ultimately leads to a divided public…  
4. Much of our society is in chaos in: Violence, Crime, Lawlessness  

So, how will this look at our church as we strive to create a culture of love? Consider:  
 How do we treat our little children? Is caring for them a priority?  
 How do we treat our elderly people? With respect? Patience? 
 How do we treat those who’ve messed up? Are we forgiving? 
 How do we treat the visitor? Do we even see them?  
 How do we treat the “stranger” (people not like us) within our gates? 
 How do we treat those we don’t like?  

People will get up, dress up, drive past 25 other churches to go to where they are loved or 
accepted.   

 It’s in the Handshake of the Greeter… 
 It’s in an enthusiastic “Welcome today” from the Usher… 
 It’s the spirit of joy in the Congregation as they sing of God’s grace.   
 It’s in the smiles on the face of the Choir.  
 It’s in the Spirit of God upon the Preacher as he stands in the pulpit.   
 It’s in the welcoming “Come and sit with us” of people who remember what it’s like to 

be the ‘new folks” in a church.  
 It’s where it doesn’t matter if you’re Black-White, Rich-Poor, Old-Young, Lovely or 

Unlovely—everyone is loved at FBT!  


