
How Great Our Salvation, Part 2 
Hebrews 2:5-18 – Lesson for Sunday, September 26 

 
INTRO: 

 Discuss: What were you like before you were lost? 
 Last week we began working through the rich chapter of Hebrews 2. 
 This chapter is all about salvation, and last week we were left with the profound question, “How 

shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” 
 Last week we looked at the greatness of our salvation, this week we will look at the glory of our 

salvation and the goal of our salvation.  
 
BIBLE STUDY: 

1. The Glory of Our Salvation (vs. 5-13) 
a. First, we are reminded of the glory removed.  

i. The author speaks of what man will ultimately be (vs. 5). Our destiny includes 
the world being placed “in subjection” to us. With Jesus Christ as King of kings 
and Lord of lords, we will reign with Him on this earth for a full thousand years 
(Rev. 20:1-6; Isa. 2:2-4).  

1. The text speaks of what humans potentially were. He quotes from 
Psalms 8:4-6.  

2. The Psalm deals with man’s privilege of being “visited” by God in human 
flesh. We could not ascend to Him but He could descend to us. 

3. The Psalm also deals with man’s prominence (v. 7). We were “little 
lower” than the angels but God clothed us with the glory and honor of 
being made in His image (Gen. 1:26).  

4. Finally, the Psalm teaches us the power at our disposal being honored 
by God (v. 8). We gained dominion over the world (Gen. 1:26-31). 

ii. Then the author turns to what we actually are (8c). The most tragic event has 
taken place: God’s potential for human beings has been thwarted – “not yet.”  

1. Sin entered the world and robbed humanity of the glorious will the 
Father had designed. Hence, no longer can it be said we are 
experiencing dominion.  

2. Sin is so deeply rooted within us that no hope exists for us to deliver 
ourselves. No wonder the author asks, “how can we escape...?” 

b. Secondly, we are reminded of the glory revealed (vs. 9-10).  
i. The author transitions from the failure of the first Adam to the fruit of the 

second Adam, Jesus Christ – “But we see Jesus!”  
ii. While we are not what we ought to be, Jesus is everything the Father 

envisioned and more.  
iii. He came to restore the lost glory we forfeited through our willful sin.  
iv. The author speaks of Christ’s incarnation when He was made a “little lower” 

than the angels through His suffering, but was nonetheless crowned with glory 
and honor through His obedience.  

v. Moreover, the author reveals Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice for us by “tasting 
death” for us all.  

vi. Jesus was fully qualified to be our Mediator. 
c. Thirdly, we are reminded of the glory restored (vs. 11-13).  

i. Christ has brought many “children” to the Father’s bosom. He restored us 
through His obedience unto death (Phil. 2:5-10).  

ii. He names us “all of one”; that is, we are the family of God. He also claims us, 
since He is “not ashamed” to call us “brethren.” The glory to which Jesus 
restores us human words can hardly describe.  



 
2. The Goal of Our Salvation (vs. 14-18) 

a. One of the most astounding affirmations of the Bible is the revelation that God became 
a man. In the words of one theologian, Jesus was God with skin.  

b. When we think about the Incarnation extensively, our minds teeter-totter and almost 
shut down. It is virtually incomprehensible. But it is a fact recorded over and over in 
Scripture.  

c. Hence, we are faced with the obvious question—why? Why did God become a man? 
d. First, God became man to release us (vs. 14-16).  

i. He came to die. And, why did He need to die?  
1. Christ needed to die to disarm the devil (v. 14). The term “destroy” does 

not mean annihilate as if the devil no longer exists. Rather it means “put 
out of commission.”  

2. Christ’s death rendered the devil inoperative. He completely lost his 
power over those who come to faith in Jesus Christ (cp. Rom. 6:23; Luke 
11:21; Rev. 1:17-18).  

ii. Also, Christ’s death delivered slaves (v. 15). We were set free in the same sense 
a slave is set free when his ransom has been paid.  

1. Being cursed with the “fear of death” before salvation, we now know, as 
believers in Christ, the tyranny death once had over us can no longer 
bind us.  

2. We are delivered from the devil’s enemy (1 Cor. 15:26). We are released 
from the bondage to which we were once chained. Believers do not 
need to fear death. 

e. Second, God became man to reconcile us (vs. 17).  
i. We are a kingdom of priests (Rev. 1:6). Jesus is our High Priest.  

ii. Christ’s priesthood significantly reveals to us His role as Mediator to God 1 Tim. 
2:5).  

iii. Furthermore, as High Priest, He offers “reconciliation for the sins of the people.” 
He satisfies the demands of God’s holy and just law. Sin broke the fellowship we 
had with God. Christ restores the fellowship we lost. 

f. Third, God became man to rescue us (vs. 18).  
i. We are rescued from drowning in sin. How? He was tempted just as we are.  

ii. Understand: it was real temptation, not an imaginary one. Hence, He “suffered” 
being tempted.  

iii. Also, note the results of Christ’s temptation. Proving He was the Son of God by 
resisting temptation, Christ was “able” to “succor” others who are tempted (cp. 
7:25).  

iv. We are all tempted. We know this from Scripture (1 Cor. 10:13) as well as 
experience. But Christ empowers us to resist temptation (cp. James 4:7). 

 
APPLICATION:  

 Hebrews 2 makes the point that our salvation is amazing! How do we keep this thought in the 
front of our minds as we go throughout the week?  

o How do we remember this thought: “Never forget what it was like to be lost.” 
 What are the daily implications of the glorious Gospel?  

o Consider the last point – “Christ empowers us to resist temptation.”  
o Consider the fact that Jesus is our Mediator – how does that impact the way we pray? 

 
 


