
A Beautiful Gospel 
Lesson for August 1 (Titus 2) 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

 Ice Breaker: What would you say is the biggest need of the church? (“Church” being the 
American church, church in general, not necessarily FBT.) 

 The church has the #1 solution to the world’s #1 need: The Gospel. The biggest need is for 
professing Christians to live and to proclaim the beautiful Gospel. This is Paul’s theme in Titus 2.  

 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. The Gospel Beautifully Lived (vs. 1-10)  
a. Paul begins the chapter with “But speak thou the things which become sound doctrine” 

(v. 1) and ends the section with “Not purloining, but shewing all good fidelity; that they 
may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things” (v. 10).  

i. The Greek term translated as the phrase “they may adorn” is kosmeô, which is 
the word from which we get our English word “cosmetic.”  

ii. It carries the idea of orderliness. Paul is referring to a well-ordered life, a life 
possessing Kingdom make-up.  

iii. The Christian’s cosmetics are his or her holiness, holiness which beautifies the 
Gospel.  

b. First, older church members must beautify the Gospel (vs. 2-3). The elderly remain a 
significant part of the body of Christ, and therefore must beautify the Gospel. How?  

i. The Men: The “aged men” have “sober” character. Because of their extensive 
life experiences, they tend to be clear-headed, having thought through many 
issues younger people are only beginning to experience. Furthermore, their 
honor extends being “sound in the faith,” and being “patient” while teaching it 
to others. 

ii. The Women: They are to reveal a mature holiness not only in demeanor, but 
also in disposition, and direction. They are not to be “false accusers.” Instead 
they are to be a “teacher of good things,” especially to “young women” (v. 4). 

iii. Paul’s concern that the elderly saints beautify the Gospel demonstrates Biblical 
encouragement to count the elderly among us spiritual assets. 

c. Second, younger church members must beautify the Gospel (vs. 4-8). Young members 
provide energy for the church, creating an atmosphere of hope for the future. 

i. The Women:  Paul expects them to exemplify a “sober” clear-mindedness all 
their own. They have no excuse for slighting the nurture of sharp, clear-headed 
thinking, thinking which includes loving their husbands and children.  

ii. The Men: Paul encouraged them also to be “sober.” Like Timothy, Titus should 
flee youthful lusts (2 Tim. 2:2). He must be a worthy model of good deeds, 
possessing a “a pattern of good works.” His doctrine must reveal no corruption. 
His speech was to be “sound” so that it could not be “condemned.” The 
challenge Paul issues to young men as they beautify the Gospel is rigid; 
nonetheless, it is also required. 

d. Paul concludes this section with a specific reference to workers in the market place to 
beautify the Gospel (vs. 9-10). If any place required a showcase of the Gospel’s beauty, 
it would be the town square or one’s place of employment. Being a hard worker 
(“obedient”) and an honest worker (“not purloining”) are fundamental in holy Gospel 
make-up. 

e. Paul has a clear, undeniable point: every sphere of our lives must showcase Gospel 
beauty.  

 
 



2. The Beautiful Gospel (vs. 11-15) 
a. After Paul reveals to general groups in the church the necessity of beautifying the 

Gospel, he moves on to explaining precisely why the Gospel is a beauty to behold.  
b. Fundamentally, the Gospel is beautiful because the Gospel is grace—amazing grace. The 

key to understanding Gospel beauty is found in Paul’s phrase, “the grace of God.” God 
extends grace to all hopeless sinners in bringing salvation to everyone who believes!  

c. Paul mentions three marks which characterize the beauty of God’s Gospel.  
d. First, the Gospel is beautiful because of salvation (v. 11).  

i. Paul insists God has graciously provided salvation. Since sinful human beings 
could never gain salvation themselves, God brought it to them in Jesus Christ.  

ii. In addition, Paul speaks of the incarnation of Christ (“appeared”). God broke 
through sin’s barriers and provided a Savior for all. 

e.  The second mark which beautifies the Gospel is education (v. 12). Paul makes teaching 
an intrinsic part of spiritual formation – “teaching us.”  

i. The word translated “teaching” was often used of training children. Paul’s idea 
is, Christian development is a life process.  

ii. As with all teaching processes, there are negative lessons we must discover as 
well as positive ones.  

1. On the one hand, grace teaches us what not to do. We must rid 
ourselves of old and excessive spiritual baggage.  

2. On the other hand, the Holy Spirit teaches us positive lessons “to 
live...in this present world.”  

f. The third mark which beautifies the Gospel is anticipation (v. 13). The Apostle says we 
are “looking” for both the “blessed hope” and a “glorious appearing” of Jesus Christ. 

i. Grace not only possesses a past dimension when we came to faith in Christ and 
a present dimension to live honorably for our Lord now, but grace has a future 
dimension giving believers something to be excited about!  

ii. First, future grace is a glad anticipation. We look for something “blessed.”  
iii. Second, future grace is a glorious anticipation. We look not only for the “blessed 

hope” we also anticipate the “glorious appearing.”  
 
APPLICATION:  

 Do we appreciate the beauty of the Gospel? There’s a danger that once we are saved for a while 
we lose our appreciation for what God has done for us. Discuss how we keep the awe and 
wonder of the beautiful Gospel.  

 What kind of picture of the Gospel are we? How well do we represent the Gospel in the world 
where we live? Lots to discuss here… 

 Do we see the Gospel as the solution to the problems of this world? How many of our social 
issues would be solved if Christians were serious about winning people to Christ and making 
disciples?  

 
 
 


