
Dedicated Servant for Dangerous Times 
2 Timothy 3 (July 11) 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

 In the spring of 1988, the evening news reported on a skydiving photographer who fell to his 
death. He made his jump together with other skydivers and filmed the group as each opened his 
parachute. Immediately after the final skydiver pulled his cord, the video went berserk.  

 Apparently, the cameraman was so excited about the film; he jumped out of the plane without 
his parachute. Not until he reached for the ripcord did he realize he was free falling without a 
parachute.  

 As one commentator noted, “Until that point, the jump probably seemed exciting—perhaps 
even fun. However, carelessness struck its deadly blow. Trust remained in a parachute he had 
never buckled on.” 

 In 2 Timothy 3, the Apostle Paul speaks of perilous times yet to be—a moral free-fall, so to 
speak—and the question we must ask is, “Are we fully prepared for these dangerous times 
ahead?” Knowing the danger ahead, what are believers to do? 

 
BIBLE STUDY: 

1. The Prediction of Dangerous Times (vs. 1-9) 
a. Teacher Note: We don’t have to rehearse all the ways our modern culture fits these 

verses. Allow Paul to describe them within the biblical text.   
b. In the first part of chapter 3, Paul rehearses precisely what we face in a world that is 

sliding further and further from God (vs. 1-5). 
c. As the world presses onward to its ultimate end, the moral, social, and spiritual 

conditions Paul describes will snowball and become almost unbearable. 
d. First, note how the last days are predicted (v. 1).  

i. The days about which the Apostle writes are definite days; that is, no matter 
how we attempt to avoid it, the trouble Paul predicts will come.  

ii. From the beginning of Christ’s birth until He comes again to set up His millennial 
reign on earth can technically be described as the “last days” (Heb. 1:1-2). 

iii. The latter days Paul describes are the days just before the rapture of the church 
(1 Thess. 4:17; 2 Thess. 2:1-11).  

iv. These will be difficult days, but days believers must endure. 
e. Second, observe how the days are specifically pictured (vv. 2-5).  

i. The chief characteristic of these people will be that they are “lovers of their own 
selves.” The laundry list of sins that follow are the result of this misplaced and 
misdirected love.  

ii. In these sins we see that they are personally destructive, domestically 
destructive, socially destructive, and religiously destructive. 

f. Notice that people will still be extremely religious (vs. 5), but they are no more than 
pagans masquerading as believers.  

g. Finally, the Apostle exposes how people will promote the coming persecution in verses 
6-9.  

i. First, see the intrusion of the people (vv. 6-7). They “creep into houses,” 
working, as it were, as spies within the church of God. Paul refers not to a lack 
of brains but an absent stability.  

ii. Next, notice the opposition of them (v. 8). They “resist truth” even when they 
are “ever learning.” When tested by God’s Word, they are exposed as 
counterfeits.  

iii. Third, observe the manifestation of them (v. 9). While Jannes and Jambres 
fooled the Egyptians for a long time, they were finally exposed. 

 
 



2. The Preparation for Dedicated Servants (vs. 10-17) 
a. Dangerous times call for dedicated servants.  
b. Note the trials Paul records in verses 10-12. It’s worth noting, that all of these trials 

happened while being obedient to the Lord Jesus, and the Lord delivered the Apostle 
“out of them all”!  

c. Observe the teachers Paul described in verses 13-15. 
i. On the one hand, there exist those who would pervert the truth (vs. 13). 

Outwardly, they may look normal. However, both morally and spiritually their 
inner lives are degenerating at an exponential rate.  

ii. In addition, there are those who convert through the truth (vv. 14-15). The 
teachers “of whom” Paul referred as positively making a difference were Eunice, 
Lois, and the Apostle himself. From early childhood, Timothy had been taught 
the Word of God.  

d. Now we come to what has been called the most important verses in all the Bible (vs. 16-
17).  

i. First, observe the Bible’s inspiration. The English term “inspiration” literally 
means “to breathe.” Thus, Paul says the Bible is “God-breathed” – from the very 
“lungs” of the Holy God Himself!  

ii. Second, notice which part of Scripture is inspired…ALL! From Genesis 1 to 
Revelation 22, Scripture is His God-breathed Word.  

1. Indicative of the God-breathed nature of Scripture is what has come to 
be called “verbal inspiration.”  

2. This term simply suggests that God’s Spirit guarded the words of the 
human authors in such a way as to protect them from all error, even 
errors down to the very words themselves.  

iii. Put these together and we discover the infallible authority of God’s Word. We 
may be certain that whatever Scripture says, God says. 

e. Because we have an inspired, God-breathed Word, the information we communicate 
from Scripture is reliable, authoritative, and sure. Paul’s way of saying this is simply that 
the Scripture is “profitable”; that is, the Bible is useful in every way to our lives on this 
earth.  

f. Additionally, since the Bible is trustworthy in all it affirms, it remains the authority which 
corrects us and instructs us in all righteousness. Why? So that every servant of the Lord 
Jesus may be “complete” in every good work.  

g. Through His Word, believers are “furnished” and fully equipped to face dangerous 
times.  

 
APPLICATION:  

 If the Scripture is the inspired Word of God, how should a God-breathed book affect our lives 
every day? Be specific. 

 Do we spend more time focused on the perilous times or the Word of God which will guide us 
through the perilous times? 

 Our pastor has said that verses 16-17 are the most important verses in all the Bible. Why would 
he say this? Do you understand why these verses are so foundational to all we believe?  

 Does your thinking, speech, advice, opinions, etc. support the importance of God’s Word in your 
life? How often do you think, “What does the Bible say?” 


