
How to Please God & Maximize Your Life 
1 Timothy 6 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

 What would you say if someone asked, “What is your goal in life?” Allow for discussion… 
o What do people live for? 

 Here is what some people have had to say about it: 
o “The purpose of life is not to be happy. It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be 

compassionate, to have it make some difference that you have lived and lived well.” 
― Ralph Waldo Emerson 

o “The purpose of life is to live, learn, and love.” ― Christine Rice 
o “Your purpose is to be YOU as fully as you can and the way that's perhaps most easily 

done is to act on your highest joy.” ― Bashar 
 Contrast this with what Paul wrote in Philippians 3 – “I count all things as loss for the excellency 

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord…that I may know Him!”  
o Paul’s one goal in life was to know the Lord Jesus and to serve Him faithfully.  
o This is not only the key to a live that brings honor to God, but it is the key to a life that 

you can never imagine.  
 In 1 Timothy 6 Paul gives us two keys which make living life and pleasing God possible.  

 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Key #1: Faithfully Serve God and Others (vs. 1-16) 
a. Context is critical in this passage. It is important to remember that Paul was ministering 

in a culture where slavery was a prominent part of the Roman Empire. For our purposes 
today, we can apply these verses in the relational context of employers and employees. 

b. Paul provides three practical tips that help us in serving others.  
c. Watch your attitude toward others (vs. 1-2). 

i. In verse 1, the employee is to show his employer the utmost respect. Christians 
ought to be the best employees in the business.  

ii. In verse 2, the employer should never despise the working man.  
iii. Christians understand that all humans are created in God’s image and deserve 

our respect. Remember that Jesus completely upended the hierarchal structure 
of power that is often so prevalent in our minds even today.  

d. Work to avoid harmful words (vs. 3-5). 
i. Nothing can do more damage to a relationship than the wrong words being 

spoken at the wrong time.  
ii. Paul advises Timothy to avoid speech that is not becoming of the Christian.  

e. Be aware of deceitful wealth. Often, we can lose focus of what is truly important in 
God’s economy and fall in love with the Almighty Dollar. Paul challenges us to strive for 
contentment.  

i. Strive for contentment (vs. 6-8). Verse 6 is a tremendous verse to consider. 
Verse 8 defines clearly what it takes to be content: food and clothing. This is 
quite convicting in our age of materialism.  

ii. Stay away from covetousness (vs. 9-10). Covetousness brings unintended 
consequences and can even lead to destruction and a falling away from the 
faith. 

f. Paul wraps up this section with tips for practically applying these ideas. He reminds us 
that our ultimate service is to the Lord. We serve men faithfully because we serve Him 
faithfully.  

g. As you faithfully serve the Lord, remember three imperatives (vs. 11-12). 
i. Flee those things which deter faithfulness. 

ii. Follow persistently in faithfully serving the Lord. 
iii. Be ready to fight for the faith.  



h. As you faithfully serve the Lord, remember four incentives (vs. 13-16). 
i. Remember Christ’s first appearance. Stand for Christ like Christ stood for you. 

ii. Remember Christ’s final appearance. Christ is coming again – our blessed hope! 
iii. Remember Christ as the Immortal One. This life is passing. Life with Jesus is 

eternal.  
iv. Remember Christ as the Invisible One. We look forward to the day when we will 

see Him face to face. Live with that day in mind! 
2. Key #2: Focus on eternal riches and trust God with the earthly (vs. 17-21). 

a. As we saw in the first part of this chapter, our focus ought to be on faithfully serving the 
Lord. We need to be reminded of this often because it is so easy to get our eyes on 
other things – like the pleasures of this world.  

b. In these last verses, Paul lays a foundation for genuine, fulfilling service – the type that 
brings the riches that our hearts actually long for and will be realized in eternity.  

c. First, Paul deals with material riches (vs. 17-19). 
i. Believers beware! Material riches are fickle! 

ii. They are also easy to abuse and can lead to being filled with pride.  
iii. Paul reminds us that wealth on earth is not a sin, but we are called to be faithful 

stewards of the riches that ultimately come from Him. 
d. Second, Paul deals with spiritual riches (vs. 20-21a).  

i. The world looks to the rich as the truly successful and wise.  
ii. Paul points out that those with spiritual riches may often lack most material 

riches.  
iii. It is possible to be poor in material wealth but rich in spiritual wealth.  

e. Third, Paul deals with eternal riches (vs. 21b). 
i. The best wealth of all is found in the grace of God.  

ii. Eternal riches include saving grace (Eph. 2:8-9).  
iii. Eternal riches include satisfying grace (2 Tim. 2:1). 

 
APPLICATION: Looking back through the lesson…  

 What would change at work (or at home) if you faithfully remembered that you are serving the 
Lord by serving others?  

 How’s your attitude toward your boss/employees? 
 How well do you control your speech within the context of your important relationships? 
 How easy is it for you to lose your focus on spiritual wealth vs. earthly wealth? 
 How do we build eternal wealth?  


