
The Church and its Commitments 
1 Timothy 2 

 
INTRODUCTION:  

 For several weeks, we have been working through books of the New Testament chapter by 
chapter. This is a wonderful way to study God’s Word. Today we come to 2 Timothy 2.  

 This chapter seems to have two different areas that Paul is trying to emphasize. The first is in 
regards to prayer and the second focuses on womanly godliness.  

 Remember that Paul is writing to Timothy and instructing him on how to build an effective 
church. If you read long enough, Paul covers it all. Let’s work through this chapter together.  

 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. An effective church prays (vs. 1-8). 
a. Paul begins the chapter with a call to prayer, and then addresses several aspects of the 

Christian’s prayer life.  
b. Who are we to pray for (vs. 1-2)? 

i. First, we are to pray for every kind of person (“for all men”). This is not a 
command to pray by name for every person you know, but a command to pray 
for every kind of person.  

ii. We are to pray for one another. No one should be above or below the need for 
our prayers.  

iii. Paul specifically instructs us to pray for “kings and for all that are in authority.” 
This is a fascinating command when you consider Paul and Timothy were 
ministering under the rule of the Roman Emperor Nero. Paul was telling them to 
pray for their pagan leaders; to pray for those they were suffering under!  

iv. We are to pray for the leaders we don’t agree with! (Lots of room for 
application with this point!) This is the will of God (vs. 3).  

c. What are we to pray for (vs. 2)?  
i. We pray for leaders in such a way that promotes peace and enables the church 

to flourish. Those in authority can provide an umbrella of peace for the church 
to thrive and be able to proclaim the Gospel freely! 

ii. Paul is also saying that we ought to pray for leaders so that, even if they 
persecute us, we will live a “quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty” under their rule.  

d. Why are we to pray like this (vs. 3-7)? 
i. Vs. 4: Because God desires the salvation of all people.  

ii. Vs. 5-6: Because there is only one way for mankind to have salvation – through 
Jesus Christ.  

iii. Vs. 7: We have been commissioned to proclaim the Gospel to all men in all 
places. We are to pray in confidence and then preach with boldness! 

e. How are we to pray (vs. 8)? Our purity is essential to our prayers. “Holy hands” are clean 
hands. As George Mueller taught, we are to seek to get our hearts in a state where it 
has no will of its own. That is easier said than done! 

f. Application: How’s your prayer life? Who do you pray for?  
2. The Godly Woman (vs. 9-15) 

a. Paul now turns his attention to the women. The key phrase in these verses is “women 
professing Godliness.” What does a Godly woman look like? It is important to remember 
that every text has a context. As we study 1 & 2 Timothy, we learn that this church in 
Ephesus had some problems:  

i. Chapter 4: Teachers were encouraging men and women not to marry and 
therefore undercutting the beauty of marriage.  



ii. Chapter 5: Younger women were not getting married but spending all their time 
gossiping in the church.  

iii. 2 Timothy: A group of women were giving in to false teaching and living 
according to worldly passions.  

iv. So, what we have in Ephesus is a problem with some of the women 
undercutting Godly doctrine, Godly behavior and Godly leadership in the 
church.  

v. Also remember, that Paul spent all of chapter 1 railing against men who were 
teaching false doctrine. If you read long enough, we all get our toes stepped on! 

b. Her Style (vs. 9-10) 
i. Vs. 9: What is attractive. Women are to “adorn themselves” with “modest 

apparel.” Paul goes into some depth describing what he means by “modest.”  
1. Women’s dress should not seek promote herself or her status.  
2. Paul makes a strong contrast between the reality of inner beauty and 

false dependence on outer appearance.  
3. A Godly woman is trying to point people’s eyes toward Jesus, not toward 

themselves.  
ii. Vs. 10: What is appropriate. Paul states that what really looks good on a Godly 

woman is “good works.” Real adornment is located in her charitable deeds, not 
her physical beauty.  

c. Her Silence (vs. 11-14) 
i. Paul is specifically referring to conducting public services for the church.  

ii. In both the home and the church, the leadership responsibility is placed in the 
hands of men.  

iii. It is important to recognize that Paul is not forbidding all women from any 
teaching role. But the women who teach do so under the “authority” of the 
pastor who is always male.  

d. Her Safety (vs. 15) 
i. When Paul writes, “shall be saved,” he is not referring to soul salvation. Instead 

he is concerned with fulfillment and safety. Paul is sharing how a Godly woman 
may find real happiness.  

ii. First, real happiness and fulfillment are found in conforming to God’s plan (15a).  
iii. Second, real happiness and fulfillment are found in continuing in God’s pattern 

(15b). 
e. Application: How do we see the world (& some churches) taking issue with Paul’s 

teaching regarding women in the church? Are you able to defend against such 
accusations?  

 
APPLICATION:  

 How do we begin to apply 2 Timothy 2 in our daily lives?  
 What do you like about this chapter?  
 What do you not like?  
 What is one thing you can do this week to remember what we have discussed? 


