
Pursue Unity  
Lesson 3 

 
Text:  Philippians 2:1-2 
 
Beginning:  

 Read the text then explain the following context… 
 Paul was calling the Philippian church to unity. When Epaphroditus told Paul about the 

condition of this church, Paul became deeply concerned about a brewing conflict 
between two ladies (see 4:2).  

 In this passage Paul is responding to this potential disruption and division in the church 
because of their unresolved conflict.  

 
Introduction:  

 Incredible, isn’t it? Even way back then people within the church were having problems! 
 One of the (not so) funny things about the south is the name of certain churches. It has 

been said that when you see a church named “Peace Presbyterian” or “Unity 
Methodist” or “The Second Baptist” that they all started from a church split!  

 Read Psalm 133:1. Unity within the church is always the will of God. It is what we should 
strive for as brothers and sisters in Christ.  

 Paul challenged us in 1:27 to live worthy of the Gospel. If we are to obey this Scriptural 
command, we must pursue unity with fellow believers.  

 
Bible Study:  

1. The Reasons for Unity (vs. 1-2a) 
a. The Trinity provides us with both an example and an exhortation.  
b. An example:  

i. Paul puts forth a theological example: The unity of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit.  

ii. He mentions both Christ and the Spirit explicitly, and God the Father is 
implicit in the reference to “any comfort of love.”  

iii. Although three distinct persons comprise the Trinity, there is only One 
God. These three Persons experience a perfect unity – an example we 
should follow.  

c. An exhortation:  
i. Paul’s context in this passage (1:27-2:4) deals with the suffering that we 

sometimes face because of our faith.  
ii. “Consolation in Christ” – the comfort and encouragement we have as 

saints in Christ Jesus.  
iii. “Comfort of love” – speaks of God’s consoling love for His people.  
iv. “Fellowship of the Spirit” – reminds us of His indwelling presence. 
v. “Bowels and mercies” – God’s undeserved and tender compassion for the 

church.  



d. Paul states in 2a, “fulfill ye my joy.” Paul is stating that his joy could not be 
complete if the church whom he dearly loved was not thriving in gospel unity. 
When a church experiences disunity it breaks the heart of God and the hearts of 
the people of God.  

2. The Essence of Unity (2b) 
a. Paul states that his cup of spiritual joy would overflow if the Philippian believers 

are like-minded. This is the essence of unity.  
b. What is like-mindedness?  

i. It is not agreement of opinion on all facets of life.  
ii. It doesn’t mean we all agree with the color of the carpet in the 

auditorium.  
iii. It doesn’t mean we must all look alike, dress alike or talk alike.  

c. Like-mindedness has to do with the dispositions that foster unity and the 
decisions we make because of these attitudes.  

d. The key to understanding this is in the phrase, “having the same love.” Again, 
this doesn’t mean we agree on everything (PC or Mac, etc.), but is referring 
specifically to the items that add to Christian unity. 

e. We manifest this attitude of unity when we love one another with a selfless, 
sacrificial love (cf. Colossians 3:14). Love is the glue that holds God’s people 
together.  

 
Application:  

 What usually brings you joy? Do the things that bring you joy align with the things that 
bring God glory?  

 Is there a brother or sister in Christ that you need to reconcile with so there is no further 
division that could spread to the church?  

 The key to unity is being unified around the things God wants us unified on. How have 
you seen churches unified on the wrong things?  

 What are some of the right things we must be unified on?  
o The importance of the local church… 
o Evangelism…etc.  

 Does your level of participation in church add or subtract to the unity of FBT?  


