
Live Worthy of the Gospel 
Philippians – Lesson 2 

 
TEXT: Philippians 1:27-30 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

 After Paul’s introductory remarks, he gets right down to addressing his audience.  
 Think about receiving a letter from the Apostle Paul! This was certainly an amazing man. Here 

he was in a prison cell faithfully sharing the Gospel with his guards (vs. 12-26).  
 If you were in that audience, you would have to wonder to yourself, “What can I do to 

participate in the advancement of the Gospel?” 
 Paul’s command is simple: Live worthy of the Gospel.  
 That challenge is as relevant to us today as it was to his original hearers.  

 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Paul’s Charge (vs. 27a) 
a. “Let your conversation be” – a reference to how we are to live as citizens.  
b. “Becometh” – the idea of living worthily or suitably.  
c. Paul is exhorting his readers to live in a manner worthy of the Gospel.  
d. His premise is that we are not only members of a political, earthly nation. We are 

citizens of Heaven (3:20).  
e. As citizens of Heaven we are to exercise our heavenly citizenship by properly reflecting 

what children of God are to look like and how they should live.  
f. Paul has a lot to say to the Philippians, but he starts this verse with the word “only.” His 

central focus is that we participate in the advance of Christ’s gospel by living in a way 
that corresponds to our faith.  

g. Discuss: What are some of our duties as citizens of Heaven?  
2. Paul’s Challenge (vs. 27b) 

a. “Stand fast” – stand firm, persevere, persist 
b. “Spirit” – not the Holy Spirit but a man’s inner spirit 
c. “Mind” – soul 
d. “With one mind” – the group is united about a matter 
e. “Striving together” – to work side by side.  
f. Paul’s overwhelming desire was that he would hear of the Philippians’ faithful, effective 

witness for Christ in their community.  
g. What does Gospel-living look like? We must be willing to take a courageous stance 

(“stand fast”). 
i. Vs. 28 – We do not need to be fearful, but trust in the Lord.  

ii. We must have a commitment to pursue God’s purposes alongside other 
believers.  

h. We must also maintain a united mindset. Gospel living requires a unified, cooperative 
effort of the entire congregation to reach its community with the Good News. 

3. Paul’s Center (vs. 28-30) 
a. Paul was Gospel-Centered.  
b. “Terrified” – to be frightened or intimidated 
c. “An evident token” – sign (omen) or proof 



d. “Perdition” – destruction, waste, ruin, carries the idea of the utter ruin of those who do 
not believe 

e. “Given” – graciously granted 
f. “Suffer” – to experience discomfort from outside sources 
g. “Conflict” – struggle, fight, battle.  
h. Paul gives us two reasons for us to be united and courageous in the face of our 

adversaries:  
i. First, opposition to the Gospel is a sure sign that the messengers are truly God’s people.  

i. Consider: Matthew 5:10; 2 Timothy 3:12 
ii. The question we must consider: What does it say about us when we experience 

no push back from the world regarding our Christian faith?  
j. Second, persecution introduces believers to a new dimension of grace.  

i. Suffering is a divine gift from the Lord.  
ii. Read Philippians 3:10 – We experience the “fellowship of sufferings.” 

k. The Gospel by which Christ rescued us from death is a Gospel worth living for 
courageously and unitedly.   

 
APPLICATION QUESTIONS:  

 What are some contemporary challenges to the Gospel that can tempt us to be fearful? How do 
we stand firm in these areas?  

 Much of what Paul said is within the context of the local church. We can’t be unified and 
working side-by-side if we are not faithful to church.  

 What fears do we experience regarding our willingness to witness?  
 What are some everyday ways that your life can be “worthy of the Gospel?” 

 
TO DO: Be here on Sunday nights and get Pastor’s Team 13:3 training! Equip yourself to pull your weight 
in our efforts as a church family to reach Florence with the Gospel.  


