
What did Jesus say about forgiveness? 
Covid Lesson 18 

 
TEXT:   Matthew 18 & Matthew 5:23-24 
 
AIM:   We are commanded to forgive as God forgives, and we are always to take initiative. 
 
INTRODUCTION:  

 What is the best advice you have ever received that deals with forgiveness?  
 What is the worst advice?  
 Getting hurt is a part of life. All of us have to deal with it at one time or another. An 

offence happens in a moment, but how we handle it can shape the direction of our lives 
for years to follow.  

 The Bible gives us specific guidance on how we are to practice forgiveness. The question 
is not, “What does the Bible say?” The question is whether or not we are willing to obey.  

 
BIBLE STUDY: 

1. Steps to take when you have been offended.  
a. Text: Matthew 18:15-17 
b. If someone has offended you, how does Jesus say to handle it? 
c. First, we are to go to the person alone and attempt to resolve the issue one on 

one without involving others. 
i. How do people violate this principle? What usually happens? 

ii. If the person will listen to you, what has happened?  
iii. Where does the responsibility for initiating this process lie?   
iv. Why should I initiate this if I was the offended party? 

d. If the other person does not listen, you are to take one or two others with you to 
try a second time.  

i. What does this accomplish?  
ii. This provides witnesses as to the person’s attitude and willingness to 

resolve the issue. 
iii. This also helps to keep the issue small without involving a large group of 

people. 
iv. Our goal should always be to involve as few people as possible. There is 

no need for our problem to spread to others. 
v. Discuss: What type of people should you take with you in a situation like 

this? 
e. If they still refuse to listen, you are then to tell it to the church.  

i. This section is specifically speaking about church discipline. However, the 
principles are still good for this discussion. 

ii. Perhaps a church leader could get involved at this point to try and bring 
reconciliation. 

2. Steps to take when you are the offender.  



a. Text: Matthew 5:23-26 
b. First, do not try to worship God when you know you have offended someone 

else. 
i. Most people try to “sweep things under the rug”, but this just doesn’t 

work!   
ii. Problems that are not resolved just come back bigger and uglier. 

c. Notice that we are commanded to reconcile with our brother before we worship.  
i. Why do think this is God’s plan? 

ii. Where does the responsibility for initiating this process lie? 
d. There is no provision for any Christian to sit and wait for someone else to make a 

move toward reconciliation. The responsibility is always personal. 
3. An illustration of God’s forgiveness.   

a. Text: Matthew 18:21-35 
b. Peter asks the Lord a question: How many times are we obligated to forgive? 

Jesus’ answer: 70 times 7. 
c. The illustration 

i. 10,000 talents = millions of dollars – The king forgave the servant of his 
debt. 

ii. 100 pence = less than 20 dollars – The forgiven servant was unwilling to 
forgive his peer of his debt. 

iii. Notice the wrath of the king – “I forgave thee all that debt…” 
d. The application is clear: After all we have been forgiven, how can we not forgive 

others? 
 
CONCLUSION/APPLICATION 

1. Who do you need to “go to” this week to make things right between you? Do you now 
understand the biblical way to go about it? 

2. Read 1 John 4:20. How does this apply to us? 
3. Meditate on this: How much has God forgiven you? Is there anyone in your life that 

could have possibly offended you as much as you have offended God? 
4. If I refuse to forgive someone, who am I hurting the most? 
5. If I pursue reconciliation and the other person involved absolutely refuses, what am I to 

do? If we have followed God’s plan we are to simply rest in the fact that we have been 
obedient and allow God to work in the other person’s life.  

 


