
Walking on water 
Covid Lesson 16 

 
TEXT:   Matthew 14:22-33 
 
AIM:   We can accomplish incredible things if we keep our eyes on Jesus. 
            
INTRO:   

 Describe the best magic trick you have ever seen. Allow class members to share…  
 In recent years, there has been a big emphasis on “magic” and “illusion.” From David 

Copperfield to David Blaine and Criss Angel to Kent Kendall!  
 Have you ever been shown how some of the magic tricks are pulled off? In most 

situations, it is so obvious you are left wondering how you never saw it before. But 
that’s the thing about magic – you know there is a logical explanation but you just can’t 
see how what you are watching is possible.  

 Magic has been around forever. Do you think that when people saw Jesus perform a 
miracle they thought He was simply another sleight of hand artist?   

 Jesus didn’t need any sleight of hand to perform His miracles. He has a power that no 
one else has ever had. Today we will again see that not only does He have all power, but 
that He can enable us to do incredible things if we keep our eyes on Him. 

 
BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Jesus walks on the water.   
a. Read vs. 22-27. 
b. As soon as the “5,000” were fed (seen in vs. 15-21), Jesus told the disciples to get 

in a ship and go ahead of Him to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. 
i. As they left, Jesus went up the mountain to pray by Himself. (There is a 

great application for us in this – feel free to discuss and apply!) 
ii. In the meantime, the disciples encountered a storm. 

c. As the disciples were most likely concerned about surviving the storm, Jesus 
begins to walk to them – one the water! 

i. Vs. 25 tells us this took place at the fourth watch – between 3 & 6 AM – 
right before daylight.  

ii. Vs. 26 says the disciples were troubled. Why do you think they were 
scared? They thought they were seeing a ghost! 

iii. What would you have thought? 
2. Peter gets out of the boat.   

a. Read vs. 28-33. 
b. In vs. 27 Jesus identified Himself to the disciples, but in the next verse Peter 

doesn’t seem to be 100% convinced! He asks the Lord – “If it is really you…” 
i. Why would he have asked Jesus to do something like that? Discuss… 



ii. The great missionary, William Carey, said, “Expect great things of God, 
and attempt great things for God.” Peter was willing to attempt 
something great is this actually was Jesus! 

c. Jesus tells Peter to come. Do you find it interesting that He did not rebuke Peter? 
Why or why not?  

i. Jesus wants to see us do great things with our lives as long as we rely on 
His power and He receives the glory. 

ii. Peter did something that no one has ever done before or since - he 
actually walked on the water.  

d. How successful was Peter?  
i. As long as he focused on Jesus he did well. Who else can say they did 

that? 
ii. But when he took his eyes off the Lord he began to sink.  

e. There is a great principle for you and me in Peter’s experience.  
i. Why did Peter sink? He was afraid.  

ii. Instead of focusing on the Lord, his eyes drifted to the wind and the 
waves.  

iii. We may not walk on water, but the principle applies to us as much today 
as it did that night on the Sea of Galilee.  

iv. When we keep our eyes focused on Jesus He can do amazing things in 
and through our lives. But when our eyes drift, so will our lives. 

f. There is one other valuable lesson we can take from Peter’s brief walk.  
i. Read verse 30 again.  

ii. When the fears of life surround us and we think we are going to drown in 
our circumstances, we can pray Peter’s prayer, “Lord, save me.”  

iii. Jesus doesn’t want us to sink and He stands ready to save.   
       
CONCLUSION:  

 Read verse 33 again. How did this event impact the disciples?  
 How should this event (and the Bible full of similar events) impact us?  
 How would you live differently today if you kept your eyes on Jesus?  

 
SOME DISCUSSION OPTIONS:  

1. If you knew you could do something for God and not fail, what would you want to do? 
2. Peter could not have walked on the water if he had never climbed out of the boat. How 

does that thought apply to our lives? 
3. What is God directing you to do that will require you to “get out of the boat?” Why 

aren’t you doing it? 
4. What could God do with your life if you totally surrendered it to Him? 

 


