
We Owe For What We Know 
Lesson 15 

 

TEXT:   Matthew 11 

 

AIM:   We will be held accountable for the information we have received. 

            

INTRO:   

• Have you ever watched a 5 year old basketball game at the YMCA?   

o What is different about those games? (Rule differences, not called very strict on 

violations, etc.)   

o Why do the referees call these games differently? As people mature and learn 

more, they are held to a higher standard and held more responsible for their 

actions.   

• Today we will see a warning that Jesus gives to us along these same lines. Most 

Christians know more than they are willing to obey. We need to be careful we are not 

comfortable with our level of knowledge while ignoring our responsibility to obey.  

 

CONTEXT:   

• The previous chapters detailed many miracles Jesus had performed. These places had 

seen many examples of the power of God, yet most people rejected the message of 

Jesus. 

 

BIBLE STUDY: 

1. Jesus condemns the unrepentant cities. 

a. Read verses 20-24. 

b. Jesus compares Chorazin and Bethsaida with Tyre and Sidon. 

i. These were cities in the north near Capernaum. This area was basically 

the “headquarters” of Jesus during His earthly ministry, and He had 

performed many miracles in that region. 

ii. But Jesus never had a ministry in Tyre and Sidon. So what was His point? 

iii. Chorazin & Bethsaida had seen many miracles and rejected Christ while 

Tyre and Sidon had seen nothing. Who was more responsible? 

c. Discuss the quote: “Light creates responsibility.” How should this apply in our 

lives and in our relationship with the Lord and His Word? 

d. Jesus then compares Capernaum with Sodom.  

i. What do you remember about Sodom? (Genesis, Lot, homosexuality, 

wicked city, God destroyed with fire, etc.) 

ii. Why does Jesus say that Capernaum was “exalted unto heaven?” 

(Remember that this was Jesus’s headquarters and the people there 

were privileged to see the power of God through miracles on full display.) 

iii. Why was it going to be brought down to hell? 



iv. What did Jesus say Sodom would have done if they had seen all the 

miracles? That’s quite a statement!  

e. Question: What could be the worst place on earth you could think of from which 

a person could go to hell? 

i. How much “light and responsibility” does a person have that has 

attended FBT regularly? 

ii. How often do we have the opportunity to respond to the gospel message 

or give our lives to service for God? 

iii. What would hell be like for an FBT attendee that never accepted Christ? 

(Memory, knowledge, higher responsibility, etc.) 

2. Jesus promises rest for those who follow Him.   

a. Read verses 28-30. After Jesus’s harsh words of condemnation He offers hope 

and rest to those who commit to follow Him.  

b. Jesus speaks some powerful words in these verses:  

i. “Come unto me…”  Who is this invitation available for? No one is exempt! 

ii. “All ye that labor and are heavy laden…” Do you ever feel the burden of 

your sin? Do you ever feel overwhelmed by the difficult situations of life? 

iii. “I will give you rest,” or literally, “I will rest you.” The only place to unload 

your burden is at the cross of Christ. He will give you the “rest” of 

salvation. 

iv. “Take my yoke upon you.” This refers to growing in Christ – becoming like 

Him. This is Jesus’s primary concern after our salvation.  

 

 

CONCLUSION/APPLICATION 

1. What have you done with all the information you have received?  Do you really know 

Christ? 

2. If you are saved, what are you doing with what you know?  

3. What is burdening you today?  What do you need to do to turn it over to God? 

 


