
What are my options? 
Lesson 13 

INTRO:  

• What are the non-negotiables for the Christian faith? Allow some discussion.  

• It may surprise you, but there are a lot of people who disagree with exclusivity of Jesus 

Christ as the only road that leads to Heaven.  

• In a Barna poll:  

o 40% of Americans agreed with this statement: “All people are eventually saved 

or accepted by God because He loves all people.” That shouldn’t surprise us 

because it included everyone in the survey (including atheists, etc.). 

o But in the same poll, 26% of those identifying as born-again Christians agreed 

with that statement.  

o And another poll discovered that 57% of evangelical church attenders said they 

believe that many religions can lead to eternal life.  

• So who will be in Heaven? Let’s consider the options… 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Four different answers to the same question.  

a. Universalism – the belief that everyone, regardless of his or her belief or 

unbelief, will be accepted by God for all eternity.  

i. Most universalists think like this: “If I can’t conceive of a God who would 

eternally punish unbelievers, then that kind of God must not exist.”  

ii. If they accept the concept of eternal punishment, they usually believe 

that it is temporary and at some point God will welcome them to Heaven.  

b. Pluralism – this restricts salvation to religious people, regardless of what the 

religion is.  

i. Pluralists believe all religions are equally valid and each different path 

leads to the same eternal destiny.  

ii. This is appealing because there are so many different religions in our 

world.  

iii. Pluralism doesn’t usually allow murderers and drug dealers into heaven. 

Heaven is restricted for religious people.  

c. Inclusivism – this holds that the sacrificial death of Christ is the only means by 

which people can be saved.  

i. However, they would also say that a person can be saved by Christ 

without ever personally believing in Christ.  

ii. They believe that the death of Jesus was sufficient to save a group of 

people larger than those who have heard and believed in Him.  

d. Exclusivism – the view that salvation is limited to those who exercise personal 

faith in Jesus Christ as their Savior.  

i. They actually believe that most people will be condemned to eternity in 

Hell.  

ii. They believe in personal responsibility to either believe or reject Christ’s 

gift of salvation.  

iii. What passages of Scripture support this position? John 3:16; John 11:25-

26; Acts 16:31; Romans 10:9 – to name a few.  

2. Why this matters 



a. We live in a world where the majority believe the first three and fewer and 

fewer believe what the Bible actually teaches.  

b. But what is the harm of being “tolerant” of other religions and spiritual paths? 

Think of it like a series of dominoes. If we compromise on the exclusivity of the 

Gospel there are six crucial doctrines that will fall in order.  

c. The Nature of Truth:  

i. The belief in absolute truth is rare in today’s world. When we consider 

the options we discussed in point one of this lesson, the essence of truth 

declares that all four of those cannot all be true.  

ii. Truth is exclusive by its very nature and definition. If the Gospel is true, 

then every other idea of how to obtain eternal life is false.  

iii. The Gospel is true whether someone believes it or not. It is like gravity. 

You may not believe in it, but if you jump out the window you will fall 

every time.  

d. The Truth of the Bible:  

i. We believe in the absolute truth of the Gospel and the absolute authority 

of God’s Word (see John 17:17). But the world has said since Genesis 3:1, 

“Has God said?” 

ii. Where do we discover the truth of the Gospel? In the pages of God’s 

Word. If the Gospel is not true, the Word of God is not accurate and 

should not be trusted.  

e. The Necessity of the Cross 

i. Read Luke 22:41-44. Jesus understood the necessity of the Cross.  

ii. If universalists are correct that everyone will go to Heaven, then Christ’s 

horrific death was unfortunate and unnecessary. The same can be said of 

the pluralists.  

iii. If there was another way to Heaven, Christ didn’t need to die.  

f. The Reality of Hell 

i. If the universalists are right, then the only occupants of Hell will be the 

Devil and his demons.  

ii. If the pluralists are right then Hell will be populated only with hardened 

atheists.  

iii. If the inclusivists are correct then the number of people in Hell will be 

relatively small compared to the ones occupying Heaven.  

iv. The problem: All these views reject what Jesus taught. Read Matthew 

7:13-14.  

g. Evangelism and Missions 

i. Jesus gave us our marching orders in Matthew 28:16-20. 

ii. If there are many ways to Heaven, we need to ask Jesus, “Why?” 

iii. Why go through the trouble of going to every corner of the earth (or even 

walking across the street) if everyone is going to Heaven anyway? 

iv. Why offend someone if their religion will get them Heaven without the 

Gospel?  

v. Our exclusive belief in the Gospel makes Evangelism and Missions urgent 

and necessary.  

CONCLUSION:  

• We cannot sit on the Gospel. It is the only way to salvation. Those who die in their sins 

will spend eternity in Hell. This should motivate us and give us urgency in our attempts 

to witness to any responsive person.  


