
Truth is exclusive. 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• Discuss: What do you believe to be Christianity’s most offensive belief to those in the world? 

o After some discussion, point out that most agree that the single greatest stumbling 

block for nonbelievers coming to faith in Christ is the issue of exclusivity.  

o We believe that Jesus is the only way to heaven. We believe this is true for all people at 

all times in human history.  

• It’s funny to think that this is so offensive when every religion has truth claims they proclaim 

that are also exclusive in their nature. But while every religion has exclusive claims, Christianity 

is the only religion whose claims come under such scrutiny.  

• The problem is that if we capitulate on this one truth we will lose our entire belief system. 

Therefore, the most loving thing we can do for our unbelieving family and friends is to clearly 

communicate this essential doctrine to them.  

• Over the next several weeks we are going to look at the questions that stem from Christianity’s 

exclusive claims so we can be ready to give an answer when the time comes (1 Peter 3:15).  

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. The Most Crucial Battle 

a. American Christians seem to slipping in many areas. The cultural shift toward issues 

such as homosexuality and cohabitation are often reflected in our churches, as well.  

b. Would it shock you to read: Christians are waffling, wavering, and in the process of 

ceding the bedrock belief of historic Christianity – Salvation is only available through 

faith in Jesus Christ.  

i. In a recent Pew Study, 70% of Americans with a religious affiliation say that 

many religions – not just their own – can lead to eternal life.  

ii. To narrow the field down, 57% of evangelical church attenders believe there are 

more than one way to Heaven.  

c. You may be thinking, “So what if I believe there are different ways to Heaven?” 

i. The most important reason is that your personal eternal destiny is as stake.  

ii. ILL: Suppose you came to our church and once you were dismissed you wanted 

to visit Charleston, but when you came to I-95 you went north toward 

Lumberton. About an hour later you recognize your mistake. You will never get 

to Charleston heading north on I-95 out of Florence.  

iii. Recognizing the fact that you are on the wrong road does not automatically put 

you on the right road.  

d. The same principle applies when trying to navigate our way to Heaven. Jesus 

consistently slammed the door on the idea that all religious paths lead to eternal life.  

i. Read Matthew 7:13-15 

ii. Read John 14:5-6 

iii. Jesus not only declared that He was the only way to Heaven, He also taught that 

all other roads lead to eternal destruction.  

e. Why do we point this out? If Jesus was wrong and everyone eventually arrives in Heaven 

regardless of the road they take, then Christianity cannot be trusted as a reliable 

highway to Heaven.  

2. Why are we losing this battle?  

a. First we are being outfought.  

i. Since sin entered the world in Genesis 3, the question for every person has 

always been, “How will I deal with my sin?” 

ii. Don’t underestimate Satan’s resolve to win this war for the souls of people. See 

how Jesus referred to Satan in John 8:44 and 10:10.  

iii. Satan’s strategy is to confuse and distract people from following the Light of the 

World by creating a number of other spiritual lights for people to follow.  



b. Second we are being out-argued.  

i. We must not only be willing to fight for the Gospel, we must be equipped to 

fight. We should be equipped with sound biblical arguments to help people see 

clearly the message of the Gospel.  

ii. 2 Corinthians 5:20 teaches that we are all ambassadors of Christ. This is a sacred 

trust between God and the Christian. We have been given the truth of the 

Gospel and the responsibility of representing it well in the world.  

iii. 1 Peter 3:15 says we are to always be ready to give an answer. Are you ready?  

c. Finally we are being out-marketed.  

i. The influence of media and technology cannot be overstated. The messages 

that come out of our screens have unlimited potential to shape and transform 

people’s attitudes. And we all know that when it comes to Christianity, the 

media is decisively antagonistic.  

ii. One example is Oprah who said, “One of the biggest mistakes humans make is 

to believe there is only one way. Actually there are many diverse paths leading 

to what you call God.”  

iii. Here is the critical point to remember: The battle over the exclusivity of the 

Gospel is not an “air war” (like over the airwaves of media), but a “ground war.”  

iv. For the first 2000 years after Christ’s resurrection, the Christian faith exploded. 

And it happened without the aid of radio, TV or the internet. Instead the 

message was carried by “foot soldiers” who were armed with the Gospel and 

ready to share the transforming power of Jesus Christ.  

v. The most effective marketing plan for the Gospel continues to be the equipped 

Christian who goes into his or her world ready to share it on every front.  

 

APPLICATION:  

• How well do you feel you are equipped to share the Gospel with others?  

• What can you do to sharpen your ability and arguments for this mission?  

• Are you convinced that Jesus is the only way? What would you say to someone who disagrees 

with you?  

 

CONCLUSION:  

During WW1 a Protestant chaplain with American soldiers in Italy developed a friendship with a 

local Roman Catholic priest. At some point the chaplain was killed and the priest asked the military if it 

would be OK if the chaplain was buried in the cemetery behind his church. Permission was granted.  

But not long after the priest ran into a problem. His Catholic authorities, while sympathetic, 

could not approve the burial of a non-Catholic in a Catholic cemetery. So the priest simply buried him 

just outside the fence.  

Many years later, a friend of the chaplain returned to visit his grave. To his surprise, when the 

priest showed it to him, he found the grave inside the fence! “Oh,” he said, “I see you got permission to 

move the body.” 

“No,” said the priest. “They told me where I couldn’t bury the body. But nobody ever told me I 

couldn’t move the fence.” 

As Christians, we are constantly being bullied to “move the fence” and be more inclusive. The 

problem is that we don’t have permission to move the fence. Commit to know the Gospel, to believe the 

Gospel, and to share the exclusive truth of the Gospel with every person who will listen.  


