
  

 

Happy Trails to You 
Psalm 23:1 – COVID Lesson #6 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• If you grew up in the 50’s, then you no doubt remember the “King of the Cowboys” and the 

“Queen of the West,” Roy Rogers and Dale Evans. Roy, Dale, their horses Trigger and 

Buttermilk, faced bandits and scoundrels of all kinds in the modern-day Western town of 

Mineral City.  

• Then at the end of the show, Roy and Dale would always wave goodbye and sing,  

Happy trails to you, until we meet again.  

Happy trails to you, keep smilin’ until then.  

• Today, we want to think of how the days ahead can be “Happy Trails.  

 

TEXT: Vs. 1 – “I shall not want.” 

• The word “want” speaks of that which is lacking, thereby producing want in our life.  

• David says, “I shall not want.” In other words, David testifies that he is a happy man. He is 

declaring that he has in life all he needs and is perfectly content, satisfied, and happy.  

• It is indeed happy trails for David. How can it be happy trails for us? 

 

BIBLE STUDY: 

1. A LIFE OF HAPPINESS: People want to be happy & David tells us that we can be. Think of his 

words, “I shall not want.” In those words we see how he speaks of:   

a. Happiness can be a reality in your life. No matter your circumstances, happiness is 

always a possibility.  

b. If there is one thing people want, it is not to be in want. They want to be happy and 

David tells us that happiness is possible. We do not have to want. We can be 

satisfied, content, and happy. 

c. Paul gave this testimony in Philippians 4:11, "Not that I speak in respect of want: for 

I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.”  

d. Paul was not saying that life had been easy or that he never had to deal with 

distressing or discouraging situations. Happiness – real happiness – does not 

depend on happenings. It stems from our relationship with the Lord.  

e. Are you able to say: “I shall not want,” or do you find yourself saying, “If only this 

were different,” or “If I only had this or that I would be happy?”  

2. A LACK OF HAPPINESS 

a. The Declaration of Independence declares that Americans “are endowed, by their 

Creator, with certain inalienable rights. They are the right to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness.” Yet, with this green light to pursue happiness, it seems that 

many are anything but happy.  

b. It seems that our generation is on a constant happiness quest, and for the most 

part it has been a futile search. 

i. We are a generation that has more available to us, from the world’s point 

of view, to make us happier than any other generation.  

ii. Yet we have become the generation dubbed with an “unhappiness 

epidemic.” In our frantic pursuit of happiness we are only that much more 

unhappy.  

iii. In an article in Christianity Today by David G. Meyers, entitled, “Wanting 

More in an Age of Plenty;” the subtitle was, “Our wallets are fat, but our 

souls are empty.” In that article Meyers writes, “The paradox of our time in 



  

 

history is that we spend more, but have less; we buy more, but enjoy it 

less.” 

c. Our lack of happiness is rooted in the fact that we are looking to false sources to 

provide it. 

i. Some look to possessions & wealth. 84% of Americans wished they had 

more money & 78 percent said it was ‘very or fairly important’ to have ‘a 

beautiful home, a new car and other nice things.’” 

ii. John D. Rockefeller, Sr. said, “The poorest man I know is the man who has 

nothing but money, and certainly some of the wealthiest men I have known 

had very little money.”   

iii. Elvis Presley, six weeks before he died, was asked by a reporter, “Elvis, 

when you first started playing music, you said you wanted to be rich, 

famous, and happy. Are you happy?” Elvis replied, “I’m lonely as hell.” 

d. Understanding this, where can real happiness be found? Notice… 

3. THE LORD OF HAPPINESs 

a. If you want to be happy then ask someone who is really happy. 

b. “David, you tell us that you are not in want. Why is that? Please tell us your secret.” 

He answers, “The LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not want.”   

c. First, we see the relationship he declared. 

i. David says, “The Lord is my Shepherd.” The LORD is both a Savior and 

Shepherd to David.  

ii. As Savior, David has a relationship with the LORD, and as Shepherd, the 

LORD has a relationship with David. David is saying the Lord is his Shepherd 

and he is one of His sheep. 

iii. Before a person can ever talk or think about being happy or experience 

happiness, they must be able to say, “The LORD is my Shepherd.” 

d. Second we see the result he described. 

i. David says, “The LORD is my Shepherd, I shall not want.” He attributes his 

happiness & contentment to his relationship with the Lord. 

ii. There will never be & can never be real happiness without the Lord.  

iii. Jesus is the secret and source of happiness. Without Him there can be no 

happiness, but with Him you can face the days that are ahead with 

happiness. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

If you were to go to the Roy Rogers web page you will find an alternate verse to Dale Evans song, 

“Happy Trails.” The alternate verse goes like this: 

Happy trails to you, it’s great to say “hello”. 

And to share with you the trail we’ve come to know. 

It started on the day that we met Jesus, 

He came into our hearts and then He freed us. 

For a life that’s true, a happy trail to you.  

If Jesus is your Savior and Shepherd, it can be happy trails for you. 

  

 

 

 

 


