
FBT’s Financial Philosophy 
Lesson for Sunday, January 19, 2020 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• What do you think are the most common questions/concerns that people have as they seek to 

choose a church to join? Allow for discussion… 

o You may hear things such as: importance of doctrine; some are looking for certain 

programs or a style of music; etc.  

• Point out that one of the most frequently asked questions has to deal with how the church 

handles the money.  

• God has richly blessed FBT over our fifty years. From the beginning we have had a simple 

financial philosophy that we have tried to follow in the area of finances. Today we will be looking 

at the basic Bible principles that guide the financial philosophy of FBT.  

• While these are principles we are applying to our church, they are also principles that you can 

apply in your personal financial life, as well.  

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. We teach what the Bible says about funding the Lord’s church. 

a. The Bible clearly teaches that tithing is the way that God has designed to fund His work. 

Tithing was practiced before the Law and throughout the Old Testament. Example: 

Abraham acknowledged God by tithing after a great victory in battle (Genesis 14:18-20). 

b. In the NT, Paul taught that the church is the storehouse where Christians ought to give. 

Read 1 Corinthians 16:1-2. These verses teach us the following in regards to the biblical 

practice of tithing: 

i. Tithing is to be systematic (regular, the first day of week – vs. 2). 

ii. Tithing is personal (everyone one of you – vs. 2).  

iii. Tithing is to be proportionate (as God hath prospered him – vs. 2). 

iv. The local church is God’s storehouse for this time (cf. Malachi 3:10). 1 Corinthians 

16:1 says the giving is to be upon the first day of the week. Where did all the 

Christians gather on the first day of the week? The local church! 

c. As a church, we practice tithing to support our mission’s budget. Once the money is 

counted on Monday morning, 10% of the offering is put toward missionary work.  

i. This has made possible: regular monthly support for over 65 missionaries and 

organizations, assisting with 50% of the cost of mission trips, and mission projects 

for our missionaries for various needs (such as construction of buildings, purchase 

of Bible teaching materials, plane tickets to and from the field, etc.). 

ii. Also, FBT is the “sending church” for 8 families:  

• The Salleys (Costa Rica), Beards (S. Korea), Buxtons (Philippines), Allreds 

(Mexico), Pepers and Evans (Sierra Leone), and Keefes (Australia). 

d. Stewardship, tithing & the financial philosophy of the church begins and ends with the 

Bible clearly teaches. Every year we take 3-4 weeks to remind our church family of what 

the Bible says about such an important topic.  

2. We are committed to handling money with absolute integrity. 

a. When Paul was gathering an offering for churches in need this was his #1 goal. Read 2 

Corinthians 8:21. What are some of the ways we do this practically as a ministry?  



b. We practice “dual-control” when it comes to money. One person is never alone with any 

money. Examples: The SS offering is collected by teams of men.  

c. Example: There are internal controls we follow in the office that require at least two 

people to carry out financial transactions that ensure the safety of God’s resources.  

d. Example: An annual audit is conducted by an independent CPA (and has taken place for 

over 40 years). 

e. Example: We have a Finance Committee (9 men total) that faithfully serve to provide 

accountability and advice to the Pastor and Administrator regarding church finances. 

f. Example: The church approves the annual budget, which empowers the pastor and 

administrator to spend the money according to the budget.  

g. Example: A monthly financial report is provided to the church during the first Wednesday 

evening service each month to provide feedback to the church based on the budget. 

h. These are just a few examples of the lengths we go as a church to exemplify absolute 

integrity in all matters of money.  

3. We trust God to provide for our needs 

a. Throughout history God has provided for the needs of His people. 

i. Exodus 16:15 – God provided daily needs for Israel in the wilderness. 

ii. Philippians 4:19 – God has promised to provide for your needs. Who will provide? 

“My God.” How much? “All.” Of what? “Your need.” How? “By His riches.”  

b. We trust God by following His methods for funding His work.  

i. As a church we do not fundraise through methods other than the tithes and 

offerings of God’s people.  

ii. We do not have bake sales, car washes, etc. to raise money for needed items.  

c. One of the ways we show our trust in the Lord to meet our needs is that we follow His 

methods. Remember, God owns it all. Our responsibility is to trust and obey, then to 

leave the results up to Him.  

 

APPLICATION: Teachers – please teach this material below! We want every church member to hear it! 

• How will you show your trust in the Lord to provide for your needs? The same way the church 

does! Commit to follow God’s plan for your finances with integrity and allow Him to provide for 

your needs.  

• Your personal finances should begin with the tithe. The first 10% belongs to Him! Will you follow 

God’s plans for your money? You can begin next Sunday.  

• Next Sunday is Chest of Joash Day. It is a special day set aside where church members make their 

giving commitment for the upcoming year.  

• It is based on 2 Chronicles 24:1-14 – King Joash led the people in an effort to fund the repair of 

the temple by asking the people to place their offering in a chest. We follow this model by asking 

people to place their commitment card indicating their tithe in the chest as an act of worship to 

God. 

• The commitment card – The card is totally anonymous. This is a commitment to tithe between a 

believer and the Lord. 

• This is NOT a pledge. No one from the church will ever call you or send you an “amount due” 

statement.   

• Regardless of how frequently you give, on the card please break it down to a weekly amount. 

• This is an opportunity for each member to be obedient in this area of their Christian life. 


