
The Bible: The Ultimate Financial Handbook 
Lesson for Sunday, January 12, 2020 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

• Where did you learn what you know about money? Allow for discussion… 

• Isn’t it amazing that in an area that is as important as personal finances that there is so little organized 

effort to pass along wise stewardship principles to each new generation? 

• Sadly, the usual “teachers” of personal finance are credit card companies, mortgage companies, 

advertising executives, etc. As a result:  

o The average American shops 6 hours a week but spends only 40 minutes playing with his/her 

children. 

o By the age of 20, the average TV viewer has seen one million commercials. 

o Recently, more Americans declared bankruptcy than graduated from college. 

o In 90% of divorce cases, arguments about money play a prominent role. 

• Here’s a bold statement: No issue reveals more about your walk with God than your thoughts and 

practices regarding money. Agree or disagree?  

• Jesus seemed to agree when He said, “Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.”  

• Clear teaching on this subject is very needed & important! Thankfully, God has given much guidance on 

this critical topic in His Word! The question is: Are you willing to adjust your dealings with money to 

align with Scriptural teachings?  

• Today we will look at three steps every Christian can take toward healthy financial stewardship.  

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Step #1: Stop impulse buying. 

a. Impulse shopping is defined as a spur of the moment, unplanned decision to buy, made just 

before a purchase.  

b. Discuss: Why are we tempted to impulse buy? Often, our feelings play a decisive role in 

purchasing, as well as advertising or promotional messages.  

c. What does the Bible say about impulse spending?  

i. Proverbs 21:5 – Planning leads to blessing, but if you are hasty/impulsive you will end of 

lacking what you need. 

ii. Proverbs 21:17 – If you waste your money seeking pleasure/comfort, and then you will 

find yourself in great need. 

iii. Proverbs 21:20 – Wise people spend money to provide for the basic needs of their 

family but fools impulsively spend all their money and run short of basic needs.  

d. How do we overcome this issue in our lives?  

i. You must develop a plan for spending! A written, budget must be completed in order to 

stop impulse buying.  

ii. You must spend all your money each pay period ON PAPER before you get it. By doing 

this, when pay time comes, the decisions have already been made.  

2. Step #2: Decide that debt is wrong & determine to avoid it.  

a. When we place ourselves in financial debt, what are we often revealing about our trust in God 

to provide? (This is obviously not talking about larger purchases such as a home or even a card. 

Instead focus on the ways we quickly accumulate credit card debt on things we “just have to 

have” at that moment.)  



b. When you make a purchase, do you consider if it is God’s will to purchase an item?  

i. Is our debt saying, “We need more than God has given us?” Or “God has failed to 

provide for our needs, so we must go into debt.”  

ii. Are we presuming on the future by saying, “Just because today’s income is sufficient to 

make our debt payments, tomorrows will be too?” 

c. What does the Bible say about debt? 

i. Proverbs 6:1-5 – If you have made a debt obligation you are in a snare (1-2). Verses 3-5 

instructs us to get out of that debt as soon as possible. Like a gazelle (roe) flees from the 

lion that chases it, we should flee out of debt – and get away from it! 

ii. Proverbs 22:7 – The person who borrows becomes the slave to the lender. The lender 

has a snare, obligation, debt over the borrower. This is never a good situation to be in – 

to a company or another person.  

d. How do we overcome this issue in our lives?  

i. Debt is especially dangerous when a possession’s resale value is less than what is owed. 

Not everyone understands the term – “upside down on a purchase.” This happens on 

high-depreciation items such as cars, clothes, jewelry, furniture, etc.   

ii. Debt is dangerous when it tempts you to violate your convictions.  

iii. Debt is dangerous when we are tempted to rob our primary obligation (tithe, God) to 

pay our debt. Are we choosing a lifestyle that prevents us from putting God first? In 

Matthew 6:33 God promises if we put Him first, He will meet our needs. 

3. Step #3: Cheerfully give back to God.  

a. Biblical stewardship is based on a simple principle: Everything we have belongs to the Lord. Not 

10% - but 100% - it is all His.  

i. ILL: At Christmas many parents take their children to a mall because they want to buy 

their mom and dad a Christmas present. Dad gives the children $30. They run off and 

soon come back with wrapped presents for their parents. The children cannot hide the 

enthusiasm and excitement they have about giving “their” gift to mom and dad. They 

are cheerful givers. The parents get back what is already theirs!  

ii. Isn’t it like this with God? He gives us all we have and only asks for 10% back to fund His 

work on earth. How would the parents feel if the children ran off, spent the money on 

themselves and returned empty-handed? They would have robbed their parents and 

displayed their ingratitude. How does God feel when we neglect what He has asked us 

to do?  

b. What does the Bible say about tithing?  

i. Genesis 14:20 – In an act of worship and gratitude, Abraham tithed to God before the 

law. The giving was not an “estimate.” It was a measurable amount – tithe means tenth. 

ii. Numbers 18:21, Mal. 3:8-10, 2 Cor. 8 & 9:6-7 – the tithe offering is to be given to 

support the work of God on earth. 

c. How are we to give?  

i. A famous pastor said, “To give less under grace is a disgrace.”  

ii. If you have been tithing, continue to do so with a cheerful heart toward God.  

iii. If you have not been tithing, make a commitment to begin to tithe this year.  

 


