
The Angels 
Lesson for Sunday, December 22, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• What is your favorite Christmas carol? Why? Allow class members to share…make sure 

they share the “why.” 

• 1 Timothy 3:16 is a fascinating verse and reads like a Christmas carol! Read it together. 

This verse tells the story of Christmas.  

• Did you notice the phrase, “seen of angels?” Have you ever thought about what the 

incarnation must have meant to them? That is the focus of today’s discussion.  

 

CONTEXT: Remember what we know… 

• Today we are looking at the angels. There is a lot that we know and a lot we don’t know. 

It’s important to remember that we must stay true to what the Bible tells us. There are 

many portrayals of angels that are contradict biblical teachings.  

• There are distinct differences between the angels and God. 

o God is omniscient and angels are not (1 Peter 1:12). 

o God is omnipresent and angels are not.  

o God is omnipotent and angels are not.  

o God is eternal and angels are beings that were created by God. 

 

BIBLE STUDY: The angels were eyewitnesses to the earthly life of the Lord Jesus.  

1. The angels witnessed Christ in before the manger.  

a. Preacher reminded us last Sunday in his message on the Virgin Birth that the 

manger was not the beginning of Jesus. Jesus is God and is eternal. He had no 

beginning and will have no end.  

b. What are some verses that confirm this for us? Read John 1:1 and Colossians 

1:15-20.  

c. The Bible clearly teaches that all things were created by Jesus – including the 

angels. They were created by Christ and for Christ.  

d. When we read the Book of Revelation, John describes the throne of Jesus with 

angels surrounding it and worshipping Him constantly.  

e. So before Jesus ever appeared in a manger, He was the center of adoration and 

worship of angels.  

2. The angels witnessed Christ in the manger.  

a. The Bible doesn’t tell us what the angels thought when Jesus stepped into 

human history.  

b. But we do know how they reacted. Last week we read Luke 2:8-15 when the 

angels announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds. (Go back and review some 

of the key verses.) 

c. The angels proclaimed, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace, good 

will toward men.” It was if they were saying to the shepherds: Do you realize 

what is happening? Do you realize the gift you have just received?  

3. The angels witnessed Jesus after the manger.  

a. Where do we see angels again during the life of Christ while He was walking on 

the earth? Make these points quickly… 

b. Jesus’s temptation in Matthew 4:11 



i. Passages such as this one testify to the humanity of Jesus – He wasn’t just 

God (deity), He was man (humanity).  

ii. The angels had seen Adam & Eve’s failure when they were tempted and 

had been witness to hundreds of years of men’s failings. But now they 

were witnesses to the triumph of Jesus over temptation.  

c. Jesus praying in the garden (Luke 22:39-43).  

i. Here is another beautiful picture of the humanity of Jesus.  

ii. As God He needed nothing from the angels (or us). But in this moment of 

His humanity an angel came to strengthen Him.  

d. Jesus on the cross (Matthew 26:47-54).  

i. Verse 53 seems to paint the picture of angels “sitting on go” just waiting 

for God’s command or Christ’s request.  

ii. What must they have thought at the way men were treating Christ? 

e. Jesus on Resurrection Day (Matthew 28).  

i. An angel appeared and rolled away the stone (vs. 2).  

ii. An angel appeared to the women when they came looking for Jesus (vs. 

5-6).  

f. Jesus at His ascension (Acts 1:10-11).  

 

APPLICATION:  

• Idea: Use some familiar and unfamiliar Christmas carols that share the reality of Jesus’s 

birth and life.  

• The picture of the angels in heaven remind us of our responsibility to worship Christ 

faithfully. (“O Come Let Us Adore Him”) 

• When was the last time your excitement over the meaning of Christmas matched the 

excitement of the angels in Luke 2? (“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” or “Joy to the 

World” or “While the Shepherds Watched Their Flocks”) 

• How does Jesus’s victory over temptation give you confidence as you are tempted? 

(“Jesus, Wonderful Lord!” – verse 2 – “Weary yet He is the world’s only rest, Hungry and 

thirsty with plenty has blest, Tempted He promised grace for each test, Jesus, Wonderful 

Lord!”) (Or, “Tell Me the Story of Jesus” – verse 2).  

• Christmas carols often remind us of why Jesus came. (“The First Noel” – verse 6 & “Hark 

the Herald Angels Sing” – verses 3 & 4).  

• Like the angels we are to proclaim to the world that Jesus has come! (“Go Tell It On the 

Mountain”) (“In A Cave” verse 5 – “Let us, like the lowly shepherds, see the Lord this 

night, That we may, by lives of service, Bring to all true light.”) 

 

CLOSE: In all the gift giving, food and fellowship, don’t forget to stop and meditate on the true 

meaning of Christmas. One of Jeff’s favorite Christmas songs is called “The Theme of My Song” 

by Andrew Peterson. The chorus sums Christmas perfectly:  

• So rejoice, ye children, sing – And remember now His mercy – And sing out with joy 

For the brave little boy is our Savior – Son of God – Son of Man 


