
Three Prayer Requests for 2020 
Lesson for Sunday, December 29, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• Discuss: Has anyone set any goals for 2020 that you would be willing to share?  

• A critical element to any Christian’s success in any endeavor is the effectiveness of their 

prayer life. What are you praying for/asking the Lord to do for you in 2020? 

• Billy Graham once said that in the first few minutes of a crusade, after standing behind 

the pulpit, he could tell how much prayer has been made prior to that crusade.  

• One of the saddest verses in the Bible is James 4:2. Often we don’t have ____________ 

(peace/happiness/joy/fulfillment) because we fail to ask.  

• Are there any biblical prayers that we should consider for our lives in 2020? I think so! 

Today we will look at three from one text in Colossians 1. My challenge is for you to 

consider making these three requests part of your daily prayer life this upcoming year.  

 

TEXT: Colossians 1:9-11 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Pray to know God’s will (vs. 9) 

a. There is often confusion between the “will of God” and the “plan of God.”  

i. God’s will is the same for all Christians and is clearly laid out in God’s 

Word. This always centers on the Christian becoming more Christ-like.  

ii. The “Plan of God” is often unique to you as an individual. (Which job 

should I take, etc.?) 

b. Key point to remember: God is always out for your best interest! His will/plans 

are always what is best for us.  

c. There are numerous things in the Bible that tell us clearly God’s will for our lives. 

Break the class into small groups and let them look up or two of the following 

points and then share them with the class. 

i. Romans 8:29 (be conformed to the image of Christ) 

ii. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (thankful in all things) 

iii. 1 Peter 2:13-14 (submissive to the laws of the land and its governing 

officials) 

iv. Romans 12:1-2 (not conformed to this world but transformed) 

v. 1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 (abstain from fornication) 

vi. Ephesians 6:5-8 (serve others with pure motives) 

vii. Ephesians 5:15-17 (good stewards of our time) 

viii. 1 Timothy 6:10-11 (not to love money) 

ix. Hebrews 9:27 (we are to prepare ourselves for death) 

d. Notice the key to knowing God’s will: you must know God’s Word (Joshua 1:8; 

Psalm 1). The two go hand in hand. If you refuse to spend time in God’s Word 

you will have difficulty knowing God’s will for your life.  

2. Pray that you may walk worthy (vs. 10) 



a. Knowing God’s will is not enough. Ask your class: Of all the verses we just looked 

up and read about God’s will for our lives, was there one that you had never 

heard before? Any surprises?  

b. Most of us know more than we are willing to obey. Once we know God’s will for 

our lives we must determine to walk in such a way that aligns our lives with His 

will.  

c. Remember that the word “Christian” means “Christ-like.” He is the pattern, we 

are the copy. In John 14:6 Jesus said, “I am the way.” He’s the way of life that we 

should seek to imitate.  

i. We are to fully please our Heavenly Father…complete obedience.  

ii. We are to bear spiritual fruit…fruit within our character and fruit in the 

lives of others.  

iii. We are to continually grow in our knowledge of and relationship with the 

Lord. 

d. We all cast long shadows; someone is looking at our conduct every day. If we 

claim to be a Christian we ought to live like it. 

3. Pray to know God’s power (vs. 11) 

a. When we begin to think about obeying God’s will for our lives, the thought can 

be overwhelming. How can we ever do all this in our own strength? The reality is 

we can’t.  

b. We need the power of God – through His Holy Spirit – working in and through 

our lives if we are to become the people He desires us to be.  

c. Remember that we have three natural enemies in this life:  

i. The world and its system (Romans 12:2; Colossians 2:8).  

ii. Our flesh (Galatians 5:17).  

iii. The Devil (Ephesians 6:12).  

d. Only God’s power can infuse us with enough strength to allow us to endure any 

and all trials of this life (disease, accidents, loss, disappointments, and even 

death) with a spirit of joy (1 Corinthians 10:13).   

e. God alone has the power to give us peace and understanding, to strengthen and 

settle us, and to give us hope and security. God’s power gives us a spirit of 

patience, endurance, fortitude, constancy, and perseverance. 

 

APPLICATION:  

• What do you want the Lord to do in your life this coming year? Are you willing to allow 

the Lord to have His way in your life?  

• Would you commit to make these three requests a regular part of your daily time with 

the Lord?  

• What areas of God’s will do you know but still struggle with? Why do you think you 

struggle? Is it because you are still working in your own flesh and power?  

 

TO DO: Make these three requests part of your daily prayer.  


