
Sunday School works (when we work it)! 
Lesson for Sunday, August 25 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

• For over 200 years, people have gathered together on Sunday mornings for Sunday 

School.  

• Now throw out the question: Why is Sunday School still important? Will it still work? 

o Many churches have done away with Sunday School and many church “experts” 

have proclaimed that Sunday School is antiquated and no longer works.  

o But here we are in Florence, South Carolina, at a church that emphasizes the 

ministry of Sunday School. 

• We believe Sunday School works – if we will work it. 

• Who knows how Sunday School began? Allow for some ideas…few will know… 

• Sunday School began in the 1780’s in England, led by a man named Robert Raikes.  

o It’s hard to imagine what it was like to be a child during those times. Most 

children didn’t go to school. Most had to work in factories all week long – six 

days a week! Can you imagine?  

o Sunday was the only day that children did not have to work. So Mr. Raikes began 

to gather these poor, uneducated children together to help them.  

o Children were given clean clothes and provided with learning materials (since 

they could not go to school). They were taught to read, write, hygiene and good 

citizenship. Their primary textbook? The Bible.  

• Fortunately today, most people go to school and learn to read. And we don’t have to 

teach/remind you how to brush your teeth. You had parents that taught you that at an 

early age (hopefully)! 

• But for over 200 years – all across the world – men, women, boys and girls have 

gathered on Sunday mornings for Sunday School.  

• Today we are going to talk about “why” we have Sunday School, and why we still have 

hope in the work of the Sunday School.  

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

Look up the following verses and read them: Matthew 4:23 & 9:35 

• Matthew uses these two verses to describe the earthly life of Jesus.  

• In these verses we see three specific things that Jesus spent His time doing.  

• In Sunday School, we try to be like Jesus and spend our time on the same three areas.  

 

1. REACHING 

a. Jesus was always “preaching the Gospel.” He wanted to see as many people as 

possible receive Him as their personal Lord and Savior.  

b. Today we took a class picture. If we were to take pictures throughout the year, 

hopefully each picture would have more and more people.  

c. An Acts 2 church is focused on reaching people with the Gospel (Acts 2:47).  

d. Reaching people should always be our first priority as a class. This is what 

separates a real Sunday School from a Sunday morning Bible study.  
e. Many churches have something called “Sunday School,” but it is not functioning 

how SS was originally designed to operate. 

f. Do you have friends that do not go to church?  

i. Will you invite them?  



ii. Will you pray for them?  

g. Let’s do what Jesus did – reach people with the message of the Gospel! 

2. TEACHING 

a. Jesus spent a lot of time teaching. What was He teaching?  

i. He was teaching people about God, sin, salvation, His mission, etc.  

ii. He was teaching the very things that we find in the Word of God.  

b. Christianity is a teaching religion. We are to pass it on, to instruct others in what 

the Bible teaches, and to exhort one another to good works (Hebrews 10:24). 
c. In Sunday School, we gather each Sunday to dive into the Bible together. There 

are other things we do on Sunday mornings (fellowship, pray, etc.) but our 

primary purpose on Sunday morning is to study the Bible together.  
d. In the last year, we wrapped up a 4 year series of going through the Bible; we 

taught on the topic of stewardship; we studied the importance of God’s Word 

and prayer. SS is a great way to learn the Word.  
e. APPLY: One of the most important things you can do this year is bring your Bible 

with you every Sunday! 
3. CARING 

a. We see in these verses that Jesus was healing people. Can you think of different 

accounts in the Bible where Jesus healed someone? Ask for responses… 

b. Jesus had an advantage over us! He is God so He has the power to heal people 

miraculously. We can’t do that. But we can care for each other. How?  

i. We can pray for one another. Each week in our class we take the time to 

pray together.  

ii. We can be kind to each other – especially new people when they visit our 

class.  

iii. There may also be times we visit each other in the hospital and minister 

to one another during difficult times (like a death).  

c. In Acts 2:44-45 we have a beautiful picture of what caring looks like. These 

people had such love for one another that they shared everything they had.  

d. If they saw one of their own in need, they were even willing to sell what they 

had to help meet the need of the other. This is caring at its best and it is a high 

standard for us to follow. 

e. The Sunday School is the church organized for ministry (or caring). In a large 

church the organization of the SS allows the church to take care of everyone.  

 

APPLICATION:  

• How focused is our class on these three main objectives? What do we do well? What 

can we do better? 

• Discuss: What role does each class member have in each area?  

o Ex: Teaching – a class member helps in this area by attending faithfully and 

participating in lessons weekly.  

o Caring…Reaching…discuss each. 

 

CONCLUSION: Share your dream for your class. What do you want it to look like? Describe the 

atmosphere, etc. Ask the class to join you in making that dream come to fruition.   


