
The Priority of Prayer 
Lesson for Sunday, July 21, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

• In this lesson we will be looking specifically at the Book of Acts and we will see clearly that Jesus’ disciples also 

understood the importance and significance of prayer.  
 

BIBLE STUDY: 

1. The early church began in a 10-day prayer meeting (Acts 1:14). 

a. The first two chapters of Acts are amazing! Context: Jesus had risen from the dead and for forty days He 

had spent time with His followers preparing them for their work (Acts 1:3). As Jesus prepared to ascend 

back to Heaven He commissioned His followers to carry the message of the Gospel to the ends of the 

earth (Acts 1:8). But He told them to wait (Acts 1:4). Isn’t that interesting? What were they to wait for? 

The “promise of the Father.” In Acts 1:8 we see that once the Holy Spirit came upon them they would be 

witnesses. How did they spend those next ten days? Read Acts 1:14. “They were constantly united 

together in prayer.”  

b. We are familiar with the events of Acts 2. The Holy Spirit comes upon them and they miraculously began 

to speak in other languages. As they shared the Gospel message, Peter stood up and preached a powerful 

message that resulted in 3000 people being saved (vs. 41). 

c. What’s the point? This early church really got started when they had spent 7-10 days united together in 

prayer.  

d. Why don’t our churches today see the same results? Many books have been written about the problems 

facing churches in today’s culture. We do have some difficult issues to confront and the work is not always 

easy. But if we want to be a church like the church in Acts, we must pray like they prayed. Prayer was their 

priority (vs. 42) and it should be ours, as well.  

2. God shakes us through prayer (Acts 3).  

a. Read verse 1 & summarize: Peter & John were going to pray when they met a lame beggar lying at the 

gate. The beggar requested a gift from the disciples. They replied (vs. 6) that they didn’t have any money 

but they had something better & they healed the man. The man began to walk, leap & praise God. A crowd 

gathered and Peter began to preach and many more believed the Gospel that day.  

b. The Jewish religious leaders were angry and they arrested Peter and John. The next day they commanded 

them to no longer speak about Jesus (4:18), but the disciples refused (4:20). Once they were released they 

returned to the church to report all that had happened to them (4:23). 

c. What was the response of the people? Read Acts 4:24. Their first response to difficult times was to pray. 

How do we typically respond?  

d. Don’t miss what happened when they prayed. The place was shaken (vs. 31). 

i. Notice that the place where they were meeting was shaken – this was a physical event.  

ii. It was also a personal event – the people began to speak the Word of God with boldness. 

e. Question: Does your life need a good spiritual shaking? When the people prayed God shook them and 

then they went out to shake the world as they witnessed boldly for Christ. Perhaps if we were to pray as 

they did, we too would be “shaken.” 

3. Prayer should precede preaching and witnessing (Acts 6). 

a. Acts 6 context: In the early chapters of Acts the church was exploding with growth. At this time they began 

to experience a problem. When the issue was brought before the apostles they told the church to select 

seven men that could deal with the issue.  

b. Why was this their response? Read Acts 6:4. They wanted to remain focused on their main work: praying 

and preaching. Isn’t interesting that they listed prayer first?  

c. This is the same order we read about in Mark 3:13-15. After Jesus chose His disciples, these verses describe 

what they would be doing. Vs. 14 – they would (1) be with Him, (2) preach, and (3) miracles. 

i. “Be with Him” was their first priority. Before they would be ready to preach and heal and cast out 

demons they had to spend time with Jesus.  

ii. The same is true for us: before we can accomplish anything for the Lord it all begins with spending 

quality time with Him.  



d. We have no business trying to talk for God in our preaching and witnessing until we have first talked with 

God in prayer. A good daily practice to follow is to never talk to men without first talking with the Lord. 

We see that habit practiced in the early church in Acts.  

4. God speaks to us when we pray (Acts 10). 

a. God works through prayer. Read Acts 10:9-10.In Acts 10 Peter is on a roof of a house at noon praying. 

While he was praying he had a vision from the Lord. God’s message to him is summarized in verse 15 

(read). The Lord was speaking to Peter about a sin in his life – the sin of prejudice. God was instructing 

Peter (a Jew) not to be prejudiced toward Gentiles. 

b. At the same time there was a Gentile named Cornelius in another city also praying. As he was praying an 

angel appeared to him and told him that God had heard his prayers. The angel told Cornelius that a man 

named Peter was coming to share the Gospel of Christ with him and his family.  

c. When Peter arrived he entered the Gentile home without reservation (this was a social no-no). But Peter 

followed the Lord’s command and the result was that the entire family was saved.  

d. God used prayer to tear down the wall of prejudice in the lives of these two men.  

e. NOTE: God does not appear in visions to us today. In those days they were missing something that we all 

have: the written Word of God. We should not expect to have miraculous visions when we pray.  

5. God works miracles when we pray (Acts 12). 

a. In this text, King Agrippa had arrested James and Peter. His soldiers had already killed James, and Peter 

was sitting in a Roman prison awaiting his probable death.  

b. What was the church doing? Read Acts 12:5 – “prayer was made without ceasing!” 

c. That night while Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, an angel appeared to him. His chains fell off 

and the angel led him out of the prison unharmed.  

d. When Peter arrived at the church they were still praying (vs. 12).  

e. Question: Do you believe that really happened? Do you believe that we serve the same God today? Do 

you believe that God could still do miraculous things in our lives and in our churches today?  

i. Then why do you think that in many lives and churches we don’t see much happening?  

ii. Could it be that we are not paying the price in prayer?  

f. Over and over in the book of Acts we see the pattern: prayer first; then God works. If we want to see God 

work in our lives, and in our churches, then it all begins with prayer.  

6. God calls people to His work when we pray (Acts 13). 

a. Are you beginning to see a pattern? God works through praying people.  

b. In Acts 13 a group of prophets and teachers gathered at the Church of Antioch (vs. 1). In vs. 2 we see that 

their purpose was to “minister to the Lord through prayer, worship and fasting.” While they were doing 

this the Holy Spirit spoke to them and identified the first missionaries, Paul and Barnabas.  

c. What did those men do? They prayed and fasted again! Are you seeing a pattern?  
 

APPLICATION:  

These early believers prayed about everything! It was their first reaction to everything!  

• When they were persecuted, they prayed. When God performed miracles, they prayed. When God spoke to them, 

they prayed more.  

Question: What is your first response to the events of life?  

• When bad things happen: worry, anger, bitterness, complaining.  

• When good things happen: relax, pat ourselves on the back, etc.  

• If we want to see God really work in our lives, prayer must become our first reaction and response to every 

situation. How can we make this a reality in our lives? 

Paul and Barnabas planted churches throughout the Roman Empire and the world has never been the same.  

• What if those men at Antioch were just sitting around and talking about politics? Or sports? What would happen 

if prayed more in our churches today? 

• We will never know unless we become willing to pay the price in prayer.  
 

CONCLUSION: 

Prayer changes things. God moves when we pray. There are some things God is going to do whether we pray or not. But 

there are other things God will only do when we pray. What are we missing because we do not pray? 


