
BIBLE MATTERS – LESSON 7 

 

Rightly divide the Word of Truth 
Lesson for Sunday, June 23, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

• We have two more weeks in our series, The Bible Matters, and we are getting to the 

practical part. Last week we introduced the acrostic H.E.A.R. as a tool that can be used in 

our daily time in God’s Word.  

• Any good handy-man, mechanic, builder, etc. will tell you that if you are going to be 

successful you have to have the right tools.  

o Proper tools make a tremendous difference when you have them.  

o But just as important as having the right tool is having the knowledge of how to 

properly use it!  

• The greatest tool the Christian has is the Bible. Almost everyone has one. But sadly 

everyone doesn’t know how to use it properly. As a result, using the right tool in an 

improper way can cause more damage than good! 

 

BIBLE STUDY: Teacher note: This is a quick Bible study! We want to get to the application and 

give our folks an opportunity to put into practice what we have been teaching.  

 

Text: Read 2 Timothy 2:15 

Three benefits from being able to “rightly divide the Word of Truth:” 

 

1. You will be able to feed yourself.  

a. Notice in the text that this is a command to the reader. We have a personal 

responsibility to study God’s Word for ourselves.  

b. Also point out that there is the implication that this will take some effort!  

i. What do most people think of when they hear the word “study?” Is it 

positive or negative?  

ii. Most think of it as negative because it takes work. We live in culture where 

we want to Google it and let the internet do the hard work.  

c. Paul is exhorting young Timothy to put in the effort and study God’s Word, and 

we are to do the same.  

i. God has provided preachers, teachers, and resources to help us learn.  

ii. In fact we have more resources available to us now than at any other time 

in human history, but we are not better Christians as a result.  We might 

be worse because we rely too much on others doing our work in the Word.  

iii. But we must not simply rely on someone else for our spiritual 

nourishment.  

iv. God has given us everything we need to live a righteous and Godly life (2 

Peter 1).  

d. ILL: Pastor Monroe often tells our church family that we are not properly dressed 

for church if we don’t have our Bibles! He encourages us to follow whomever 

might be preaching or teaching to make sure that what they are saying is true 

according to the Bible.  

e. A mark of a disciple is their ability to study God’s Word and feed themselves.  

2. You will be equipped to make wise and right decisions. 
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a. In the following verse (16) Paul charges Timothy to avoid certain topics of 

conversation which will ultimately lead to ungodliness. There are certain issues we 

should avoid.  

b. In verses 17-18 Paul refers to specific people who have erred from the faith. There 

are certain people we should avoid. 

c. At the end of verse 19 Paul says that those who follow the Lord should separate 

themselves from certain behaviors. There are certain practices we should avoid.  

d. How do we obtain the wisdom to know the issues, people and practices that we 

should avoid? We find what we need to know in God’s Word.  

e. Read verses 21-26. The Word of God could not be clearer! God’s Word is not 

difficult to understand with a little work. Spend time in God’s Word and the things 

you should do and the things you should not do will be apparent.  

3. You will not be deceived by the world’s philosophies.  

a. Refer again to verse 16 and then turn and read Colossians 2:8. Point out that the 

word “spoil” in Colossians literally means to capture or to enslave.  

b. The world is coming after the way that we think. The world understands clearly 

the Proverb, “as a man thinketh in his heart so it he.”  

c. The best way to guard against being taken captive by the world’s way of thinking 

is starting every day with the Bible in your lap.  

 

CONCLUSION:  

• The most important question you can ever ask about any circumstance or situation is, 

“What does the Bible say?” If the Bible says it, that should settle it in the mind of the 

serious Christian.  

 

APPLICATION:  

Take the following passages and work as a class applying the H.E.A.R. method. Let the class 

members do the bulk of the work. You are there to guide and assist.  

• 1 John 2:15-17 

• Psalm 1 

 

TO DO:  

• Part of being able to know what the Bible says is in knowing what the words mean.  

When you read your Bible, have a dictionary close by. If the dictionary references an 

archaic meaning to a word, use that definition.   

• Also, available is the original 1828 Noah Webster English Language dictionary, the first 

of its kind in America. It contains the original definition of words used in our KJV Bibles. 

Noah Webster considered education useless without the Bible. Many of his word 

definitions contain references to the King James Bible. This dictionary is available for 

free at - http://webstersdictionary1828.com/. It is also available as an app to download 

on your mobile devices. 

• Set aside time each day this week to spend time in God’s Word.  

• Teacher, you may want to suggest some Scripture passages for them to work on. Be 

sure to make yourself available during the week to help them. Nothing will transform 

their lives like getting in God’s Word on a daily basis! 


