
BIBLE MATTERS – LESSON 4 

 

God’s Word has everything you are looking for. 
Lesson for Sunday, June 2, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• We are in week three of our study of the significance of God’s Word. So far we have seen… 

o God’s Word is inspired, inerrant, and sufficient.  

o God’s Word is greater than your experience.  

• ASK: What are some words that you would like to describe your life?  

o Allow for some ideas to be suggested.  

o Possible answers: Joyful, satisfied, content, etc.  

• Read 2 Timothy 3:16 and encourage the class to circle the word “profitable.” Everyone wants to 

make a profit.  

o The word is defined as useful, helpful, and beneficial.  

o Some of the synonyms are: effective, productive, rewarding, valuable, worthwhile, and 

fruitful.  

o Do those sound like words you would like to define your life?  

• This verse tells us that the key discovering this kind of life is found within the pages of God’s 

Word. God’s Word contains everything you are looking for. 

 

BIBLE STUDY: 2 Timothy 3:16  

1. Profitable for DOCTRINE. 

a. ASK: What do you think of when you hear the word, “doctrine?” Discuss… 

b. Doctrine is defined biblically as teaching or instruction. The Bible contains the 

instruction we need to be sufficiently prepared for everything we will face in our lives 

(vs. 17).  

c. Simply stated, the Bible is profitable for teaching us (instructing, revealing) what is true 

about this world, our lives, and how we can properly function within it.  

d. ILL: Beginning in the mid 1990’s, reality television became a popular form of 

programming.  

i. These shows were supposedly unscripted and the participants were not 

professional actors. The irony is that none of these shows reveal what they 

promise: reality!  

ii. Now we know that most of these shows are scripted, and we know from our 

own experience that no one actually lives the way that it is portrayed. 

e. The Bible is the ultimate reality! God reveals to us in His Word how the world actually 

works and how we can successfully navigate the issues of life. The Bible is profitable for 

doctrine.  

2. Profitable for REPROOF.  

a. We all know what reproof is! We know because we have been reproved!  

b. The idea with reproof is that when we look into God’s Word we see the evidence of 

what is wrong in our lives.  

c. James captures this in a word picture found in James 1:23-25.  

i. James refers to the Bible as a mirror.  

ii. When we read the Bible it acts like a mirror that enables us to see ourselves as 

we are.  

iii. Like we discussed in the first point, the mirror simply reveals reality! Just like a 

real mirror, often when we look at ourselves it isn’t pretty! 

iv. But just because what we see might not excite us, we don’t stop looking in the 

mirror. If we are going to improve we must look in the mirror frequently.  
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d. How often do you need to look in a mirror? Most of look in a mirror numerous times a 

day. How often should we look into God’s Mirror? If we want to be equipped for what 

we might experience, we must develop the habit of looking daily.  

3. Profitable for CORRECTION.  

a. Ask: How would you define “correction?” After some discussion, point out that to many, 

the use of “correction” in this verse seems redundant. Doesn’t it mean the same as 

“reproof?” 

b. Both are similar in that they are dealing with what is wrong in our lives, but “correction” 

takes “reproof” to the another level.  

i. “Reproof” simply reveals what is wrong in our lives and identifies what needs 

addressing.  

ii. “Correction” has the idea of restoration to the right state.  

c. ILL: Go back to our mirror illustration. The mirror reproves us – it simply reveals what is 

wrong. But after we look in the mirror we have to do something! If something is not 

right (a hair out of place, spinach in our teeth) we have to correct the problem!  

d. Many think the Bible is nothing more than a collection of “thou shalt nots.” The Bible 

does tell us many things that are wrong in our lives, but it also contains everything we 

need to make those wrongs right!  

4. Profitable for INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

a. “Righteousness” is the condition that is acceptable to God. It’s what every serious 

Christian wants to be! 

b. “Instruction” is referring to the resources we need to help us move to that goal. The 

Bible has everything we need so we can know how to live a righteous life, even in the 

midst of a very sinful world.  

c. Another way to look at this quality of the Bible is to say that God’s Word shows us how 

to maintain a righteous life.  

 

Are you seeing a pattern in these terms? When we put them together we see a beautiful formula for the 

believer and his/her relationship to God’s Word. The Bible will:  

• Teach us what is right and true about ourselves, this world, and the Lord (DOCTRINE), 

• Reveal to us when we are wrong and identify what we need to address (REPROOF), 

• Show us how to make the changes that need to be addressed (CORRECTION), and… 

• Instructs us how to stay right from that point on and walk in righteousness (INSTRUCTION).  

 

APPLICATION: How do we put this into practice in our lives?  

These four steps can become a wonderful pattern to follow for personal Bible study. Take the passage of 

Philippians 2:3-8 and work together as a class to identify the four areas within the text. Here is how it 

may look:  

• DOCTRINE: A spirit of humility should be seen in the Christian’s life. Instead of self-focus we 

should strive to esteem others better than ourselves.  

• REPROOF: Often I am more focused on myself than I am others. I tend to want “my way.” 

• CORRECTION: To correct my self-centeredness I need to follow the example of Jesus.  

• INSTRUCTION: This is where you could identify some specific behaviors that would help cultivate 

an attitude of humility.  

 

TO DO: Choose a passage of Scripture and challenge your group members to work on it this coming 

week. Offer to meet with them and help them if they need it! 


