
BIBLE MATTERS – LESSON 3 

 

God’s Word is greater than your experience. 
Lesson for Sunday, May 26, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• We are spending several weeks going all the way back to the very foundation of what we believe 

about the Bible. Last week looked at 2 Timothy 3:16-17 and learned that God’s Word is inspired, 

inerrant, and sufficient.  

• We live in an experience-driven culture. We live for the weekend. We can’t wait for the next 

vacation. We don’t want to rob our kids of any experience so we enroll them in every after 

school opportunity that presents itself. We always have to have the next, the newest, the 

best…we live in fear of missing out (FOMO).  

• What’s worse, people use their experiences (which produce emotions) to base all their 

decisions.  

• Is this how the Lord expects us to navigate through life? Is there something that carries more 

weight than even an experience that you have been a part of? The Apostle Peter certainly 

thought so. He was a man who experienced a lot of incredible things, but his experiences were 

not the basis the decisions he faced in life.  

 

BIBLE STUDY: 2 Peter 1:16-19  

1. Questioning credibility (vs. 16) 

a. The Word of God is at the forefront of Peter’s second epistle.  

i. In chapter 1 Peter emphasizes its divine origin.  

ii. In chapter 2 he shows its historicity.  

iii. And in chapter 3 he refers to Paul’s letters as equal with the rest of Scripture.  

iv. Peter was insisting on the importance of Scripture for guiding and preserving 

our faith.  

b. In verse 16 you can see Peter countering an argument he expected from outsiders: “You 

fellas just got together and made all this Jesus-stuff up!” 

c. Peter writes clearly that his teachings are not “cunningly devised fables.”  

i. The word for “fables” was used to refer to mythical stories about gods and 

miracles.  

ii. False teachers abounded then (as they do now) and Peter was probably being 

accused of concocting fables and myths in order to get people to follow him so 

he could amass wealth and fame.  

d. If you take your faith seriously, you will most likely hear the exact same accusations 

today!  

i. What accusations have you heard regarding Christianity? 

ii. What are familiar accusations against God’s Word? 

2. Quite an experience (vs. 17-18) 

a. What was Peter’s proof that he wasn’t making this stuff up? He was an eyewitness!  

b. What specific experience was Peter referring to in verse 17? When Jesus was 

transfigured on the mount. We read about this in Matthew 17. Turn there and read 

verses 1-8.  

c. Can you imagine being there at that moment? Imagine… 

i. Peter, James and John saw Christ glorified! 

ii. They actually heard the voice of God the Father acknowledge His Son from 

heaven.  

d. ILL: A common experience we have all shared is when we are with a group of friends 

and someone begins to share about a recent experience they have had.  

i. In most of these situations, as soon as they are done, someone else jumps in 

and shares their similar (and usually “better”) experience! 
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ii. Men: “I caught a fish this big!” Next man: “I caught a fish this big!” The next 

man: “I caught a fish bigger than both!” 

e. When Peter faced accusations, he pulled out an experience that would top all other 

experiences. You would think that Peter would then “rest his case.” But instead, he 

makes an even more startling claim… 

3. A unquestionable word (vs. 19) 

a. Read verse 19 and have the class members underline n their Bibles the phrase, “a more 

sure word.”  

b. As sure as Peter was of what he experienced on that mountain, he stressed that God’s 

written Word was “more sure” than any other personal experience that he or others 

might have.  

c. The original arrangement of the sentence supports the interpretation that Peter is 

ranking the Scripture over experience.  

d. The Word of God is more complete, more permanent, and more authoritative than the 

experience of anyone.  

 

APPLICATION:  

What are the implications of this powerful truth in our lives?  

• First, because of this truth, what God’s Word says must be more important than any experience.  

o ILL: Several years ago there was an entire market that arose with books being written 

about people who claimed to have died, went to heaven, and then came back to life on 

earth. Millions of books were sold, movies were made, and authors made presentations 

behind church pulpits. But what does the Bible say? Hebrews 9:27, “It is appointed unto 

men once to die.” (NOTE: A couple of these “experiences” were admitted to be false.) 

o The Bible will often put you in uncomfortable positions; but the Bible isn’t as interested 

in our comfort as it is in truth.  

o Can you think of any other examples like this one?  

• Second, what God’s Word says must be preeminent in our minds and decision making. The first 

question we must ask in any situation is, “What does the Bible say?” Once we determine what 

God’s Word says about it then the issue is settled for the serious Christian. We determine to act 

on what the Bible says, not what our feelings are telling us or what we might have experienced 

previously.  

o Possible note: this passage in connection with 2 Tim 3:16-17 teaches us that when we 

are in need of God to direct us, His inspired (God-breathed) Word when read is equated 

to Him speaking directly to you. And it contains all we need to be equipped for every life 

issue. When you want God to speak to you, read His Word. He has esteemed our pursuit 

of His Word to be more profitable and sufficient than any experience could be.  Even 

when Jesus walked the earth He chastised those that would rather receive from Him an 

experience (sign or wonder) rather than His spoken Word.  

• Third, this implies that we need to be able to study and properly interpret God’s Word so we can 

know what it says.  

o How often do you read and study God’s Word?  

o Are you comfortable with your ability to properly interpret the Bible?  

o What could you do to improve in these areas?  

 

TO DO: Give your class a small card and have them write on it, “What does the Bible say?” Encourage 

them to carry it with them throughout the week to begin making this thought their first reaction when 

they face decisions and questions in their lives.  


