
Eternity is a long time to be wrong.  
Lesson for Sunday, May 5, 2019 

 

Introduction: 

• Ask: Each week we are asked important questions. What are some important questions 

we are asked during our lifetimes? Allow for some time to share. 

o EX: Will you marry me? Would you like to work for us? Etc.  

o After some discussion, ask: What do you think the most important question 

would have to be? What is the question you better know the answer to? 

o It has to be: “Do you know where you will spend eternity?” You better know that 

answer because eternity is a long time to be wrong!  

• Today we wrap up our through the Bible study that has taken us close to four years to 

complete! We started at the beginning of time in Genesis 1 and last week we looked at 

events that are coming in the future.  

• But what happens after that? What will happen to the earth as we now know it? Where 

will people spend eternity? These are very important questions that we will answer 

from the Scripture today. 

 

1. The End of this World (2 Peter 3:1-13) 

a. Observe God’s Word  

i. Peter begins this chapter by urging his readers to remember the Word! 

Christians to remember the Old Testament writings, as well as the 

teaching of the apostles. 

ii. In verse 3, what did Peter particularly want his readers to know? Scoffers 

will come in the last days. These scoffers deny the Second Coming of 

Jesus, saying all things continue on as they always seemingly have.  

iii. In verses 5–6, Peter says that these people will “willingly be ignorant of 

something. What will they be ignorant of? Creation by God’s Word (vs. 5) 

and the Flood (vs. 6). 

iv. This attitude seems to be reflected in what we call “uniformitarianism” 

today. This is the idea that the slow and gradual processes we observe 

today are the same as what happened in the past, challenging 

supernatural events like Creation and the Flood. 

v. Peter draws a comparison between the Flood and the coming judgment. 

Just as the Flood affected the whole earth in judgment for sin, so will the 

End Time judgment affect all who have not believed in Jesus. 

vi. Marvel at the heart of God in verse 9! Though he has provided multiple 

opportunities through thousands of years, He still provides opportunities 

for sinners to accept him!  

vii. What does Peter write will happen to the heavens and the earth in verses 

10-11? They will be consumed and burned up, and will be replaced by a 

new heaven and new earth. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. As you can see, this passage highlights some of the exact issues we face 

today! We are certainly faced with many who mock regarding Creation, 

stating that none of Scripture should be trusted. 

ii. If things just continue as they have always been, the supernatural of 

Scripture can be discounted.   



2. The New Heaven and New Earth (Revelation 21:1-8) 

a. Observe God’s Word 

i. What does John see in vs. 1? A new heaven and new earth. 

ii. The New Jerusalem descends from heaven, and a voice from heaven says 

that God will dwell among His people and wipe away all their tears. 

iii. What is said to be absent in this “new earth?” Death, sorrow, crying, and 

pain (vs. 4). 

iv. In verse 5, God says that He is making all things new, restoring creation to 

the perfect, original state. Who will dwell on the new earth with God (7)? 

v. What is the fate of people whose sins have not been forgiven (8)? The 

lake of fire – the second death. Scripture is clear that there will be eternal 

punishment for everyone who does not believe in the name of Jesus. 

b. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:9. What key words do you see there?  Everlasting, away 

from the presence of the Lord. 

i. This is a difficult truth. Why must God judge sin as He does?   

ii. Can this verse (and many others) be reconciled with a teaching like 

universalism, which says that all people eventually go to heaven, 

whatever they believed? 

iii. This knowledge should drive us to tell people the Good News of the 

Gospel! 

c. Observe God’s Word – Revelation 21:22-22:5 

i. As we read this passage, we see that the curse of sin has been revoked. 

ii. What are some things listed that we will not need, or are not even 

present in some cases? No temple, no need for sun and moon, no need 

for a lamp, and no more night. 

iii. We see that all will spend eternity serving God.   

 

Applying God’s Word 

• What common ideas about heaven have you heard or learned that don’t seem to come 

out of Scripture? 

• Eternal life is not some ethereal experience or sitting on clouds strumming harps. We 

will be busy serving our God and experiencing His presence forever, worshipping Him 

with no sinful distractions in our glorified bodies.   

• How should our understanding of eternity impact the way we live this week? 

• The reality of eternal punishment for the lost should compel us to faithfully witness. As 

the famous magician/comedian Penn Jillette once said, “If you truly believe in Heaven 

and Hell, how bad do you have to hate someone to not tell them about it?” 

• Close with a personal challenge. Ask if your class members are 100% sure of where they 

will spend eternity. If not, make yourself available to meet with them ASAP.  


