
Sharing the Gospel is rewarding but not always easy. 
Lesson for Sunday, February 17, 2019 

 

TEACHER’S NOTES: We have significantly shortened this lesson from what is in the curriculum. You may 

still use the material in the notebook for extra help, but this outline will keep you focused make a better 

use of the time.  

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• Last week we traced the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas as they spread the gospel, 

in the face of much persecution, throughout Cyprus and the regions of Pisidia and Pamphylia.  

• Although they were chased out of several towns and constantly harassed by the Jews and others 

who rejected Christ, they persevered and doubled back to strengthen the fledgling churches by 

appointing elders in each town and praying with them, encouraging them to continue following 

the Lord they had believed in for salvation. 

• In Acts 15 Paul and Silas set out on another missionary journey. While we may not all be 

missionaries, we are all commissioned to carry the Gospel to “our world,” and there is much to 

learn from Paul’s example.  

 

CONTEXT: 

Paul had desired to take his missionary journey to Asia, but the Holy Spirit did not want him to go there 

at that time. He finally received direction to come to Macedonia, and the gospel made its way into 

Europe. 

 

BIBLE STUDY: A night in jail (Acts 16:22-34) 

Work through the text making the following observations:  

1. How were they treated in verses 22-24?   

a. They were humiliated, their clothes torn, beaten, thrown in jail, & put in stocks.   

b. Describe what this would have been like – how would they have felt? How 

would we have responded? They had been preaching for God! 

2. “And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God…” 

a. How could they respond that way? Do you think they felt like responding this 

way? 

b. “…and the prisoners heard them.” How do you think this affected the other 

prisoners? There is always someone watching and listening! 

3. An earthquake shakes the jail. 

a. God opens all the doors and shows His power. 

b. What did the jail keeper assume when he saw the open doors? What was he 

about to do? Why would he have done this? 

4. Paul and Silas seize the opportunity.   

a. What was the great question asked by the jail keeper (vs. 30)? 

b. What do you think caused him to ask this question? 

c. How did they answer the question (vs. 31)? What was the person supposed to 

believe? 

d. After they explained the Gospel, what happened? Note the change in the jail 

keeper – washing the lacerations on their backs! 

 

 



The Point:  

• Just because we determine to follow Christ and faithfully share the Gospel does not mean that it 

will be easy.  

• The believer can handle the difficulties they face with confidence knowing that God is in control 

and He always has a plan.  

 

WORKSHEET: Letters Home – This is a great exercise that will help your folks understand much of the 

historical context of much of the epistles of the New Testament.  

 

APPLICATIONS    

1. The response of Paul and Silas during a very painful time is key here. God used their joyful 

attitude to influence the jail keeper, his family, and all the prisoners. How might this story be 

different if they had sulked because of their difficulties? 

2. Paul and Silas were obviously not controlled by their feelings. When are we sometimes 

controlled by how we feel rather than what we know, and how could we change our responses 

for the better? 

3. Who is watching and listening to you? 

4. It seems as if one of the reasons God allowed this to happen to Paul and Silas was to get the 

gospel to the jail keeper and his family. Are we willing for God to do whatever He needs to do in 

and through our lives so others can know Him? 

5. Why does the way Christians respond to difficulty have such a powerful effect on others – 

positively or negatively? 

6. Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ? Do you fully understand what that means? 

 

 


