
Sharing the Gospel is worth the risk.  
Lesson for Sunday, February 10, 2019 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• As the Christians were spreading out from Jerusalem as a result of the persecution there, many 

people came to know Jesus as Savior. Luke records the details of the journeys that Paul and his 

companions took in an effort to spread the gospel. 

• GROUP QUIZ: How much do you know about Paul’s missionary jouney(s)? 

o How many were there? 

o Where did he go? 

o How long was each one?  

o The idea is to have fun with this because most will not know much! 

• Our next four lessons will look at each of these journeys and how various people responded to 

the message of the gospel—both Jews and Gentiles. 

 

BIBILE STUDY:  

Begin with the “First Missionary Journey” worksheet.  

• You can divide the class up and assign one or two points per group to speed things up.  

• The answer key is in the back of your curriculum guide.  

• You don’t have to complete the entire worksheet. Just do enough to begin recognizing the 

patterns that were being established.  

 

1. The Gospel in Iconium (Acts 14:1-17) 

a. Observe the Word 

i. In these verses we read of Paul and Barnabas taking the Gospel message to the 

city of Iconium.  

ii. Where did they first go? The Jewish synagogue. 

iii. While there they had the opportunity to speak to a crowd that contained both 

Jews and Greeks. What was the result? The text indicates that a great multitude 

believed.  

iv. While many responded well, some did not. What do you see happen? Some 

Jews did not believe and stirred up the Gentiles against them.  

v. Even in the face of opposition, their work and ministry continued in that area for 

what was likely several months (Bible doesn’t tell us exactly). Throughout their 

stay, some people of the city responded positively and some did not.  

vi. Eventually the leaders of the Jews and Gentiles threatened violence against they 

and they chose to leave. The Bible actually says they “fled.”  

vii. They left Iconium and traveled to Lystra. When they arrived they went right 

back to preaching the Gospel.  

b. Interpret the Word 

i. Paul and Barnabas were the first missionaries we read of in the Book of Acts.  

ii. From the very beginning, God’s plan has been for people to carry the message 

of the Gospel to other people.  

iii. Just as we see in this passage, when we share the Gospel some will receive it 

and some will reject it. And sometimes, in certain parts of the world, our 

obedience to proclaim the Gospel can result in persecution.  

iv. Persecution was something Paul would be very familiar with.  



2. The Gospel in Lystra (Acts 14:18-20) 

a. Observe the Word 

i. Paul and Barnabas got right to business preaching the Gospel in the public areas 

of the city.  

ii. In this text we see a man listening who was crippled. Paul “sees” the man’s faith 

and heals him. He immediately jumped to his feet and began to walk.  

iii. How did the people respond? They thought the gods had come to the earth! The 

priest of Zeus even brought oxen and other things to sacrifice to them! 

iv. Once Paul and Barnabas realized what was happening, how did they respond? 

Did Paul’s explanation of the truth immediately persuade the crowd? No.  

v. In a strange turn of events, Jews from Antioch and Iconium appeared in the city 

and began to work against them in Lystra. The people – who had just thought 

Paul was a god – now try to kill him! 

vi. They stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city. They thought he was dead 

but God spared his life.  

vii. The following day he and Barnabas left Lystra and moved on to Derbe.  

b. Interpret the Word 

i. Stop and think for a minute about what Paul and Barnabas faced for the sake of 

sharing the gospel. They had been run out of town multiple times, yet they 

persevered in sharing the message they had been sent to proclaim. 

1. How much does it take for us to keep silent?  

2. What can we learn from Paul and Barnabas that applies to our own 

witnessing efforts? 

ii. We also learn from this text the fickle nature of the human heart. One minute 

the people were bowing down to Paul and Barnabas in worship, and the next 

they were throwing stones at them with murderous intent.  

iii. That is why we all need the gospel to transform our hearts. That is why we need 

ambassadors to proclaim the only truth that can offer forgiveness of sins and 

direct worship to the only God worthy of that worship. 

 

APPLICATION:  

• Many people have risked many things for the sake of spreading the gospel, and we can thank 

God for the record of the faithfulness of Paul and Barnabas. Despite facing what we would 

consider challenging traveling arrangements and continual oppression from Jews and Gentiles, 

God used these two men to expand the kingdom of God and the number of those who will be 

worshipping around the throne of God.  

• What risks might we face if we choose to faithfully witness? Are the risks worth it? Why? Why 

not?  

• Who has God called you to witness to? How obedient are you being?  

 

Are you taking seriously Pastor Monroe’s challenge? Are you striving to win one to Christ and to bring as 

many as you can to church this year? Remember our strategy. By following the strategy you are taking 

the proper steps to follow the example of Paul and Barnabas:  

1. Determine to do it (commit to be obedient). 

2. Pray daily for opportunities.  

3. Share the Gospel/witness when opportunities present themselves.  

4. Think every week: “Who can I bring this week to church?” 


