
The Great Commission or the Great Omission? 
Lesson for Sunday, December 16, 2018 

 

Review: 

• Ice Breaker: What would you consider the most important words that Jesus spoke? 

o There’s no right answer on this but it should provide some discussion… 

• Another idea: Look up famous last words… 

• Today we are looking at the Great Commission – the last words of Jesus before He 

ascended back to heaven. Commission carries the idea of a command, but many 

Christians live as if it is merely a suggestion.  
 

Bible Study:  

1. Matthew 28:18-20 

a. Observe God’s Word – What does it actually say? 

i. Compare vs. 18 with vs. 16 – the “them” was referring to the 11 disciples. 

ii. How did Jesus appear to them? In bodily form after the Resurrection, and 

assuring them that He has all authority in heaven and earth. 

iii. How did He receive His authority? It was given to Him by the Father. He 

used this authority to command the disciples to “Go.” 

iv. What three things were the disciples commanded to do? To make 

disciples, to baptize, and to teach them all that Jesus commanded. 

v. What is the first part of “making disciples?” Proclaiming the Gospel. 

vi. Who were to be made disciples? People of all nations. 

vii. What does the word “observe” mean in the context of vs. 18-20? It has 

the sense of obeying a command, not just to look at something. 

viii. What promise does Jesus give the disciples? He will be with them. 

ix. How could Jesus be with the disciples if He was about to ascend into 

heaven? This is an allusion to the coming of the Holy Spirit. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. The basic idea of the word “commission” is to join the mission of another 

person. Jesus is calling these disciples to come alongside His mission of 

seeking and saving the lost.  

ii. This is THE Cause of Causes – the Great Commission! 

iii. What was the command of the Lord? Go! They were to carry the gospel 

to others, and so are we. We typically call this activity evangelism.   
 

Activity Worksheet: Whose Commission? 
 

2. Romans 1:15-17 and 10:9-17 

a. Observe God’s Word 

i. What was Paul ready to do in Rome? To preach the gospel – he was not 

ashamed. 

ii. What power is found in the gospel? God’s power to give salvation. 

iii. To whom is this power available? To everyone that believes – no 

exceptions! 

iv. How does one receive salvation, according to Romans 10:9-10? Confess 

Jesus as Lord, believe God raised Him from the dead. 

v. So, believing is all important. What has to happen before someone can 

truly believe on the Lord, according to this passage, and common sense? 

They must hear about Him. 



vi. And how will people hear? Someone must tell them. 

vii. Vs. 17 – “Faith comes by __________, and hearing by the ________ of 

God.” Can people be saved without the gospel being clearly shared? 

viii. The Greek word in “Word of God” here is rhema – referring to a spoken 

word. So the immediate context is referring to the message of the gospel, 

which, of course, we find in the Bible. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. Without the preaching of the gospel, no one can believe in Christ, receive 

salvation, and become reconciled to God.   

ii. The Greek word used for preach and preacher has the meaning of 

delivering a message with authority. It is the picture of a herald that 

would deliver a message in the name of a king.  

iii. All of us can, and are commanded, to “preach” in this way. Pastor 

Monroe, the church staff, and the SS teachers cannot do your job for you 

– each of us are commanded to share the gospel in our world! 
 

Applying God’s Word 

• One of the main reasons many churches are declining across the world is that the 

people do not share the gospel of Christ. Do you have a list of people you are currently 

praying for and attempting to witness to? 

• How would the world be different if the Great Commission had NOT been carried on by 

the generation that followed the original disciples? 

• We have all had fears about sharing the gospel with others. How can we overcome 

these fears and be obedient? 

• Have you ever found a new product, app, or recipe that you loved and had to share with 

everyone? How could this example relate to our proclamation of the gospel? 

• What should be the supreme motivator in fulfilling the Great Commission? 

• Are we responsible to share the gospel, or are we responsible for the response that 

people have to the gospel? 
 

Remember this from our previous lesson on Souls Matter? These are things we can DO. Take 

time to review:  

• PRAY FOR 3: Will you commit to pray daily for three lost people by name? 

o Pray for conviction (John 16:8). 

o Pray for conversion (Acts 3:19).  

o Pray for contact (Romans 10:14).  

o On the list of names you worked on, circle the three you will begin to pray for.  

• LEARN 1: Will you commit to learn one Gospel presentation?  

o The easiest is to learn to read the question mark tract.  

o TIP: Get a stack of those and give one to each class member.  

• INVITE 5: Will you attempt to invite 5 lost people to our class? 

o Emphasize a specific invitation to your class…not the church sometime…my class 

with me this week! 

o Circle five names on your sheet that are local that you can invite.  

• SHARE 1: Will you pray for the opportunity to share the Gospel with one person? 

o That is a prayer God will answer because we know that it is within the will of 

God! 

 


