
The Resurrection: The Greatest Day in History 
Lesson for Sunday, December 9, 2018 

 

Review:  

• Ice Breaker Question: What do you consider to be the best day of your life?  

• Follow-up: What would you say was the best day in American history? 

• Follow-up: What would you say was the best day in human history? 

• Many Christians might say the birth of Jesus was the greatest day. Others may say it was His 

death on the Cross. But if the Resurrection never took place, those other days would be 

meaningless. Read Paul’s observation in 1 Corinthians 15:13-14.  

• Last week we studied the darkest day in history – the day Jesus was crucified.  

• Today we look at the Resurrection – the greatest day in history!  

 

1. He’s Alive (Matthew 28:1-10) 

a. Observe the Word  

i. The women went to the tomb at dawn on the first day of the week, Sunday. 

Who were the women? Mary Magdalene and another Mary – likely the mother 

of James mentioned in Matthew 27:56 and 61. 

ii. What did they see as they arrived at the tomb? There had been an earthquake 

and an angel had descended from heaven. 

iii. What do we notice about the angel? His face was radiant and brilliant – like 

lightning – and his clothes were white as snow. He moved the stone from the 

cave and sat on it. 

iv. How did the guards respond to these events? Shook in fear – fell as dead men. 

v. Why were there guards at the tomb? Jews asked Pilate to guard the tomb so the 

disciples could not steal the body and say Jesus had risen. 

vi. What did the angel communicate with the women? Told them not to be afraid, 

that Jesus had risen as He said He would, invited them to see the empty tomb, 

and told them to quickly tell the disciples. 

vii. What happened as the women left? They left quickly with fear and great joy, but 

ran into Jesus! 

viii. How did they respond to seeing Jesus? Fell at his feet and worshipped Him. 

Jesus received this worship, confirming His claim to be deity. 

ix. What does the fact “they held Him by the feet” tell us about Jesus after the 

Resurrection? He had a physical body. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. The Jewish leaders and Roman soldiers tried to prevent the fulfillment of Jesus’s 

prophecy, but it happened just as He said.   

ii. What attributes of God are demonstrated in the Resurrection?  Sovereignty, 

omnipotence, and eternality. 

 

A Risen Savior Worksheet – great exercise and important for our people to understand the significance 

of the resurrection to our salvation.  

 

2. The Significance of the Resurrection (1 Peter 1:3-9) 

a. Context: 1 Peter is an epistle; a letter written to give instruction, correction, and 

encouragement.  Obviously, Peter wrote it, and he addressed it to all believers who had 

been scattered due to persecution. 

b. Observe the Word – What does the resurrection mean to us today? 

i. What does “begotten us again” refer to? Being born again. 

ii. What has God begotten us to? A living hope. 

iii. Why did He do this? In His abundant mercy toward us. 



iv. How did He accomplish this hope? Through the Resurrection of Christ from the 

dead. 

v. What word does vs. 4 use to describe our hope? It is an inheritance that is 

incorruptible, undefiled, unfading, and reserved in heaven. 

vi. How is our inheritance kept safe? By the power of God through faith. 

vii. When will this inheritance be revealed to us? “In the last time” – meaning the 

final judgment (vs. 7) which refers to the revelation of Christ at the Second 

Coming. 

viii. What should this hope cause us to do? Rejoice greatly! 

ix. What does Peter anticipate might hinder their joy? The trials we face in the 

world. 

x. What is the purpose of these trials? To test and prove our faith so God may be 

praised. 

xi. Read John 11:25-26 – Jesus identified Himself directly with resurrection and life, 

offering eternal life to everyone that believes in Him. 

xii. John 14:1-4 – Jesus promised disciples to take them to the place He had 

prepared. 

xiii. 1 Corinthians 15:20-26 – Jesus was raised from the dead to eternal life, and we 

will follow Him in our future resurrection. 

c. Interpret the Truth 

i. The Resurrection is the sure sign that God has conquered sin and death in Christ 

and that we have a sure hope of eternal life with Him.   

ii. As we face tests and trials in life, we can know that all points toward the day 

when our full salvation will be realized and we will worship around God’s 

throne, our eternal life secured through His Resurrection. 

 

Applying God’s Word 

• Lesslie Newbigin was a British theologian, missionary and author. He was asked once if he 

considered himself an optimist or a pessimist. He replied, “Neither. Jesus Christ is risen from the 

dead.”  

o Living in light of the resurrection, Newbigin knew he couldn’t be optimistic about the 

immediate future of mankind. The world will continue to get worse and worse.  

o But he couldn’t be a pessimist either, because Christ is risen! In that fact we have a 

blessed hope, salvation from our sins, and everything we need to endure time until we 

see Him again.  

o How should this thought separate how we think as believers from the rest of the world? 

• Peter, in his message at Pentecost, proclaimed to the multitudes, “This Jesus hath God raised 

up, whereof we are all witnesses (vs. 32)…and God hath made that same Jesus both Lord and 

Christ.” 

o Peter understood as a fact that Jesus was alive again. The obvious implication is that if 

you rise from the dead – you are LORD! 

o What difference would it make in your daily life if you lived with this truth in mind?   

• The bodily Resurrection of Jesus is a central component of our faith. It demonstrates God’s 

ultimate power over death and validates the finished work of Jesus on the Cross. “If Christ be 

not risen, then our faith is in vain, and we are yet in our sins.” 


