
Ministry Matters 
Lesson for Sunday, October 14, 2018 

 

Introduction:  

• Ask: How many of us would like to be more than mediocre? How many want to lead a 

life that matters?   

• Ask: Who are some people in our world that our society believes are great? Discuss… 

o Follow-up: What makes these people great in the world’s eyes?  

• Jesus had an entirely different way of defining greatness than the world does. You 

probably won’t be photographed by the paparazzi or walk in front of the cameras on a 

red carpet somewhere but your life will matter in the eyes of the Lord.  

 

Bible Study:  

1. The ambition of the disciples (Mark 9:33-34; 10:35-41). 

a. Scene #1: The disciples were arguing in chapter 9, and Jesus called them on it.   

i. Read Mark 9:33-34. What were they arguing about?  

ii. Ask: What do you normally think about people when they talk about how 

great they are? What did the disciples accomplish with this argument? 

What do we accomplish when we try to convince others about how great 

we are? 

b. Scene #2: James and John bring their case to Jesus. 

i. Read Mark 10:35-37. What a loaded question!  

ii. Read vs. 38 to see how Jesus responded.  

c. Scene #3: The disciples react.  

i. Read Mark 10:41. The verse says that the other ten disciples were upset 

with James and John.  

ii. Why do you think they were upset? Because they wanted the positions 

for themselves! 

d. The ambition we see in the disciples looks very similar to the world’s idea of 

success and greatness. Discuss: How are they similar?  

2. The admonition of the Lord (Mark 9:35; 10:42-45). 

a. Note the “road to greatness” that Jesus unveils. Read the texts.  

b. Who does He say is a great person in His eyes? A minister. What does that 

mean? 

c. How do you get to be “the chiefest” in His kingdom? Serve others.  

d. J. Vernon McGee said, “God’s method is to take those who are humble and make 

themselves small by serving and place them as the leaders. The chief must be 

the servant of all.”  McGee 

e. The greatest example of a servant is the Lord Jesus. If ever someone could have 

“pulled rank” He would have been the One! Re-read Mark 10:45 – He came to 

serve.  

3. The application for you & me (Philippians 2:3-5). 



a. Jesus is our Example. Read Philippians 2:5 – we are to have the mind of Christ; 

we are to think like Jesus thought and to act like He acted.  

b. Read verses 3-4. How did Jesus think and act? Allow for discussion…He was a 

servant. 

c. There are many ways we can apply this teaching but since we are still settling in 

our new Sunday School class, let’s think about our group. Move to the 

application section… 

 

Application:  

• One of the most basic and Christ-like tasks of the Sunday School is the opportunity we 

have to serve (minister) one another in Christ’s name. Our group members provide us a 

tangible list of those in our local church that we can serve, minister and care for.  

• One of the most important benefits for being in a SS class is the realization that others 

care for you and are there to prayerfully help you in a time of need.  

• At FBT, the Sunday School is the primary way we are organized to minister to one 

another.  

• Discuss: When are some specific times that we will most likely face that will provide us 

opportunities to serve on another? Sickness, hospitalizations, deaths…these are the 

obvious ones. Challenge your class to think deeper in your discussion… 

• Hebrews 10:24 talks about provoking one another to good works! We serve and 

minister to one another when we lovingly push others to be more like Christ.  

• Point out that we cannot minister to one another from a distance. It requires 

faithfulness and a willingness to step into some uncomfortable circumstances at times. 

But it also provides incredible opportunities to tangibly show the love of Christ to each 

other and to those who are looking on (John 13:35).  


