
True Disciples Put Jesus First 
Jeff’s Notes 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• Q: How would you define the word “disciple?” Allow for discussion.  

• A common definition: One who submits to the teaching and will of a leader, modeling his 

life after them. 

o Point out that “disciples” are not just found in the Christian context… 

• Most important question: How does the Word & the Living Word define/describe a 

disciple?  

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

Break the class into groups and let them work through the following questions referring to the two 

texts: Matthew 10:16-30 and Luke 14:25-33. (This may take up to 15 minutes if they really dig.) 

1. How did Jesus describe the general experience that the disciples should expect as they we 

forth to preach the Gospel?  

2. What types of strife did Jesus describe for His disciples?  

3. What did Jesus say were the requirements for being His disciple? What were they to do 

daily and how much were they to love Him?  

4. How did Jesus address their thinking? Whom did He tell them to fear and focus on?  

5. How did Jesus comfort them – even in the midst of all these warnings? What did Jesus 

promise them if they gave their lives up for Him?  

6. Once you have answered these questions, write your definition of a disciple based on what 

you have discovered.  

 

Have the groups report back and share what they learned. Depending on the time follow-up with 

some of these questions and thoughts:  

1. Do these verses seem pretty radical to you? We don’t hear much about this type of thing in 

American Christianity, do we? 

2. Good question to ask: Are we ready to live in a way that is so different from the world that 

we may face persecution? Or are we committed to personal comfort and convenience? 

3. Is this passage teaching us the right to be offensive because of our attitude or careless 

words? Then why is the gospel so offensive to people? Allow for discussion… 

 

APPLICATION:  

• A disciple is someone who is completely submitted to Christ.  

• What areas have been hardest for you as you strive to die to your desires and live for 

Jesus? 

• Is it possible for someone to look like a disciple of Jesus, but not be a true disciple? (Some 

would say that every saved person is a disciple, but the question comes down to are you an 

obedient or disobedient disciple?) 

• Does walking down an aisle or repeating a prayer automatically mean a person is saved 

even if his life shows no evidence of any change? 

 

TO DO:  We are to be living sacrifices according to Romans 12:1-2. The problem is that living 

sacrifices have the tendency to crawl off the altar! Identify one area of your life that you struggle 

with complete submission to the Lord. Commit to begin specifically addressing that area this week.  


