
True Disciples Put Jesus First 
Lesson for Sunday, August 19, 2018 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• Q: How would you define the word “disciple?” Allow for discussion. A common 

definition: One who submits to the teaching and will of a leader, modeling his life after 

them. 

• In a Christian context, someone must submit to Jesus as King before he can be called a 

disciple, then he can began the process of discipleship. Read the Great Commission in 

Matthew 28:18-20. What steps do you see there? (Conversion to Christ, baptism, and 

learning to obey all the teachings of Jesus.) 

• Discipleship is the process of teaching (and training) by which a Christian grows to be 

more like Christ. 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Defining Discipleship Biblically (Matthew 10:16-30) 

a. Observe God’s Word 

i. What general experience did Jesus warn the twelve to be prepared for as 

He sent them out to preach? They would be in dangerous situations – like 

sheep among wolves – and could face many trials (vs. 16). 

ii. What specific dangers did Jesus warn them of? Scourging, trials by 

government leaders (vs. 17-18).  

iii. Why would this happen? For the sake of Jesus’ name. 

iv. Who were the disciples to rely on to answer appropriately before these 

leaders? The Holy Spirit – vs. 19-20. 

v. What type of strife is described for disciples of Jesus in vs. 21-23? Family 

strife – with parents even turning children over to be killed. Those 

claiming Jesus’ name would be hated. 

vi. Why did Jesus make the statement of vs. 24? If the Master would face 

persecution, the disciples should understand that they would also. 

vii. Who did Jesus tell the disciples to fear? God instead of man – man can 

only harm the body, but God can condemn body and soul to hell. 

viii. In vs. 29-31, how did Jesus encourage these disciples? Reminded them 

how God cares. 

ix. In vs. 32-33, what did Jesus promise regarding whether people confessed 

or denied Him? 

x. In vs. 34-39, how did Jesus describe the effect of His ministry on earth? 

His message would sometimes bring division in families if they did not all 

accept the gospel message. 

xi. What is our love for Jesus to be like, compared to our love for others? 

Greater… 

xii. When Jesus told people to take up their cross, what did that mean in 

their culture? They were being asked to take up the instrument that 

would bring them death – to be willing to lay down their life for the sake 

of Jesus, if need be. 

xiii. According to vs. 39, if we pursue Christ, we will find our true purpose in 

life. If we cling to our life, we lose what God has for us. Is there any 



reason to think our call to be disciples would be different from what 

Jesus told these disciples? 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. These men had already submitted as disciples, had learned from 

watching Christ, and were now ready to proclaim the message 

themselves in a hostile environment. 

ii. Do these verses seem pretty radical to you? We don’t hear much about 

this type of thing in American Christianity, do we? 

iii. Good question to ask: Are we ready to live in a way that is so different 

from the world that we may face persecution? Or are we committed to 

personal comfort and convenience? 

iv. Is this passage teaching us the right to be offensive because of our 

attitude or careless words? Then why is the gospel so offensive to 

people? Allow for discussion… 

 

Growing in Holiness Worksheet – Go through this is small groups, pointing out the difference 

between our part of sanctification and the Holy Spirit’s part 

 

2. The Cost of Discipleship (Luke 14:25-33) 

a. Observe God’s Word 

i. What did Jesus say was the first requirement to be His disciple? Vs. 26 

ii. Did Jesus really mean they needed to hate their family? That would 

contradict other teachings! Jesus was using hyperbole – exaggerating to 

make a point. We should love Jesus so much, that our love for others 

looks like hate in comparison. 

iii. What 2 metaphors did Jesus use to describe the cost of discipleship? 

Building a tower and fighting a war against a superior foe.  

iv. How does the tower analogy relate to being a disciple of Jesus? As a man 

that builds a tower must do, we should count the cost of following Christ, 

whether we are willing. 

v. How does the war analogy relate to being a disciple of Jesus? We should 

be willing to sacrifice all we have for Jesus. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. Jesus was not looking to gain a large crowd that liked to hear Him teach. 

He wanted to make true disciples who would follow Him and make more 

disciples.   

ii. He made the expectations clear from the beginning, and only those that 

the Father drew through the work of the Spirit would truly submit their 

lives. 

 

APPLYING GOD’S WORD 

• What areas have been hardest for you as you strive to die to your desires and live for 

Jesus? 

• Is it possible for someone to look like a disciple of Jesus, but not be a true disciple? 

• Does walking down an aisle or repeating a prayer automatically mean a person is saved 

even if his life shows no evidence of any change? 

• What role do you have in calling disciples (evangelism) and teaching disciples to obey 

(discipleship)? 


