
The Messiah’s Messengers 
 

Review: 

• Make the case to your teacher for the reliability of the New Testament, the Gospels, etc.  

• One of the strongest arguments we discussed in the OT was the role of prophecy.  

o There are hundreds of prophecies predicting Jesus’s birth alone… 

o Compare: There are no prophecies foretelling details about the birth of other 

religious leaders. No prophecies alerted the world to the coming of Muhammad 

(Islam), Joseph Smith (Mormonism), David Koresh (Branch Davidians), Charles 

Taze Russell (Jehovah’s Witnesses), Siddhartha Gautama (Buddhism), or any 

other founder of the world’s religions. 

• Biblical prophecy makes a strong case for the reliability of the Bible.  

• Today we are going to look at two more prophecies that take place right at the time 

Jesus was born.  

• Group work:  

o Answer the questions…share with the group 

 

Bible Study:  

1. The Coming of the Messenger (Luke 1:5-25) 

a. Group Work:  

i. What type of literature are we reading here? A narrative account. 

ii. Who are the main characters? Zacharias and Gabriel, with Elizabeth and 

others playing a secondary role. 

iii. What office did Zacharias hold? He was a priest who served at the 

Temple. 

iv. How is Zacharias’s character described? He and Elizabeth were obedient 

to God’s commands and blameless, but they had no children. 

v. Who appeared to Zacharias in the Temple? The angel Gabriel. 

vi. Where did this appearance take place? Next to the altar of incense, which 

is just outside the veil separating the Holy Place from the Holy of Holies. 

vii. Did anyone else see Gabriel? No, they were outside praying. 

viii. How did Zacharias respond to seeing Gabriel? He was afraid. 

ix. How did Gabriel respond to his fearful countenance? Tried to comfort. 

x. What message did Gabriel deliver to Zacharias? Said he would have a 

child, who was to be named John, and that John would be filled with the 

Holy Spirit. 

xi. Where did Gabriel get his message? From God. 

xii. What dietary restriction did Gabriel place on John? Avoid wine and strong 

drink – a reference to the Nazarite vow described in Numbers 6:1-21. 

xiii. What role would John have? A prophet to go before the Lord – turn many 

to God. 

xiv. Who was John to be like? Elijah. 

xv. Where does the quote in vs. 17 come from? Malachi 4:5-6. Is it in your 

cross-reference? 

xvi. What sign did Gabriel give Zacharias to confirm the message? Made 

Zacharias mute until John was born, maybe because he doubted the 

message. 

xvii. What do we learn about God? Save for final review. 



b. Summary 

i. John the Baptist is often referred to as the forerunner of Jesus – he came 

to prepare the people for the arrival of the Messiah.  

ii. All of this was foretold hundreds of years before by the prophets Isaiah 

and Malachi. 

 

2. The Coming of the Messiah (Luke 1:26-38) 

a. Group Work 

i. When does this account take place? Vs. 26 – the 6th month, meaning the 

6th month after Elizabeth conceived. 

ii. How is Mary described? A virgin, betrothed to Joseph. 

iii. How is Joseph described? From the house of David. 

iv. How did Mary respond to Gabriel’s presence? Troubled, afraid. 

v. What was the main idea of Gabriel’s message? Mary was to bear a Son. 

vi. How does Gabriel describe this “Son of Mary?” Name is to be Jesus; He 

will be great: will be called Son of the Highest/Son of God; will sit on the 

throne of David; will reign over Israel; His kingdom will never end. 

vii. What question did this raise in Mary’s mind? How can this happen – she 

had never known a man. 

viii. How will Mary conceive? By the power of the Holy Spirit – supernatural. 

ix. What other conception does Mary learn about from Gabriel? Elizabeth’s 

pregnancy. 

x. How does Mary respond to Gabriel? Humbly acknowledges God’s will for 

her. 

xi. What promise is fulfilled in Jesus’s taking the throne of David? It was 

made by God to David through Nathan in 2 Samuel 7:12-17. 

xii. What attribute of God is displayed in the opening of Elizabeth’s barren 

womb and providing a virgin conception in Mary’s womb? Omnipotence. 

b. Summary 

i. Notice in both scenarios the doubt (1:18 & 1:34) 

ii. Doubt is a natural reaction in our lives, especially in certain times… 

iii. This passage teaches us that devout people have doubts – so it’s not a 

character issue… 

iv. But both also provide an example of how to handle our doubt: they both 

leaned in…asked more questions…sought the Lord more… 

v. God’s big enough to handle our doubts! 

vi. Solution is to dive deeper…for us into His Word…into our spiritual 

community…  

 

Activity: God’s Messengers worksheet 

 

Wrapping up:  

God is always the main character…so what do we see about Him in today’s lesson?  

1. God is faithful…He keeps His promises.  

2. God is omnipotent…He can orchestrate the events in our lives for His glory. 

3. God can handle our doubt…talk with Him about it.  


