
God’s actions reveal God’s character. 
Lesson for Sunday, January 21, 2018 

 

Introduction:  

• At the very beginning of our study we pointed out that God is the main character of the Bible. 

Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God…” 

• Throughout His Word we see Him working. He is the main character of every account that the 

Bible contains.  

• As you study and read God’s Word you should train yourself to always look for God. We saw in 

our study last week of Esther that even though His name is not mentioned, His fingerprints were 

everywhere.  

• Today we will be looking for God’s character in two visions that are reported in Daniel. In Daniel 

2 we will look for specific attributes of God that the vision, and how it was interpreted for the 

king, were revealed. In Daniel 8 we will be reminded that God can be trusted because He knows 

the future.  

 

1. Daniel 2 

a. Observe God’s Word: 

i. Who did the king bring to the court to interpret the dream? Magicians, 

astrologers, sorcerers, and Chaldeans. 

ii. What was the king’s demand regarding the dream? Interpret the dream! 

iii. How did the counselors respond? This is hard – unreasonable! 

iv. Was the king’s request unreasonable? Not if they had supernatural abilities. 

v. What was the theology of the counselors? Vs. 11: There are multiple gods, they 

can reveal things to the king, and they do not dwell with man. 

vi. How does the king respond to the counselors? Angry – calls for their death. 

vii. How did Daniel learn of his impending death? Arioch, the captain of the guard, 

came to Daniel and was about to kill him and the other 3 men. 

viii. How did Daniel escape the decree? Answered Arioch wisely and was apparently 

granted a reprieve by Arioch. More evidence of the favor Daniel had in court. 

ix. Where did Daniel get such wisdom? Blessing and gift from God. 

x. What other example of God’s favor do we see? King allows Daniel time to 

interpret the dream when he refused the same request to the other counselors. 

xi. How did Daniel go about discovering the interpretation of the dream? Asked 

Hanaiah, Mishael, and Azariah to seek God’s mercy. 

xii. What does this action tell us about their theology? They knew God was merciful, 

they knew God could reveal the dream and interpretation, and they knew God 

would answer them. 

xiii. How did Daniel learn the dream and its interpretation? Received a night vision. 

xiv. How did he respond? Offered a blessing to God praising His wisdom & goodness. 

xv. Compare with Daniel 1:17. 

xvi. How did Daniel demonstrate compassion in vs. 24? Asked Arioch to stop killing 

wise men. 

xvii. When Daniel came before the king, to whom did he give credit for the 

interpretation? God. 

xviii. Who did Daniel point to as the source of the king’s dream? God gave the dream. 

xix. What had N seen in his dream? Vs. 31-34. 

xx. How did Daniel interpret each part of the statue? N is the head of gold; silver is 

a kingdom that will succeed Babylon, but be weaker; the bronze is another 

kingdom that will follow; the iron another kingdom that had a weaker and 

stronger portion. 



xxi. What did the stone that smashed the statue represent? A king that would crush 

all the earthly kingdoms and be established as king forever. 

xxii. Who is the only king who could match this description? King Jesus. 

xxiii. How did the king respond to Daniel’s interpretation? Bowed before Daniel, 

presented him an offering, and acknowledged that Daniel’s God was the God of 

gods. Daniel was promoted to rule over all Babylon and the wise men, and asked 

that the other 3 Jews be promoted. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. God revealed the future of the Middle East to a king and had Daniel interpret.   

ii. Looking back at history, we can identify the 4 empires that followed Babylon. 

The gold head was Babylon. The silver chest & arms represented the Medo-

Persian Empire. The bronze belly and thighs represented the Greek empire, & 

the iron portions represented the Roman Empire.   

 

ACTIVITY: Seeing God’s Attributes Worksheet 

 

2. Daniel 8:1-17 

a. Observe God’s Word 

i. Who was king at the time of this vision? Belshazzar. 

ii. What is described in detail about each of the rams? The horns. 

iii. What is significant about the horns? Horns are used as symbols of power in 

Scripture. 

iv. Why were some of the horns bigger than others, grow larger, or get broken? 

Some kings were more powerful than others, their strength grew, and others 

were crushed. 

v. Who was speaking in vs. 13-14? “Holy one’ refers to angels. 

vi. Which angel addressed Daniel? Gabriel is identified. 

vii. What did Gabriel reveal to Daniel about the ram with 2 horns? Represented 

Medes and Persians, Persia being the larger horn that grew up later. 

viii. What was revealed about the goat that moved without touching the ground? It 

is Greece; the single horn would be Alexander the Great whose empire was 

divided into 4 parts. 

ix. What switch happens in vs. 23? Text moves from narrative to poetic form. 

x. In vs. 9, a small horn grows exceedingly great. What was he described as doing 

and where did it happen? Warring against Israel, interrupting the sacrifices, and 

defiling the sanctuary. 

xi. When were these events supposed to take place? Vs. 23 identifies this as 

happening in the latter time of the 4 kings of Greece. However, there is also a 

future sense of these verses. Many believe these refer to the Antichrist. 

xii. Antiochus Epiphanes rose to power and defiled the Temple in Jerusalem around 

170 BC. He sacrificed a pig on the altar and oppressed the Jews, becoming the 

near fulfillment of prophecy. 

xiii. How did Daniel respond to these truths? Sick for days, eventually got back to 

work. 

b. Interpret the Truth: God revealed and interpreted this vision. He was revealing Himself 

and what He planned to bring about in the future. All this shows the power of God. 

 

Applying God’s Word: 

• Which of the attributes we have discussed today do you have the most trouble understanding? 

• How do we understand dreams today? Should we expect dreams like N and Daniel had today? 

• How does the knowledge that God knows the future provide you direction and comfort today? 


