
Context is king.  
Lesson for Sunday, November 19, 2017 

 

Introduction:  

• Did you know that the Bible clearly states, “…there is no God?” Turn to Psalm 53:1 & we 

will see!  

o What major hermeneutical error have I just committed? Phrase was taken out of 

context.  

• How important is context when we study the Bible? What are some examples of how 

you have seen taken out of context? Are there some common verses where this 

happens? 

• Today, we will look at a passage where God is telling the Israelites that they will be going 

into captivity for a 70 year period, and we will also use the Bible study skills we have 

been developing to show how people often use Bible verses in ways they are not 

intended to be used. 

 

Read/Observe God’s Word – Jeremiah 25:1-14 

• What is the first thing we try to do when we begin studying a passage? Ask basic 

journalistic questions.  

• How long had Jeremiah been acting as a prophet? 23 years. 

• When was this message delivered? In the 4th year of Jehoiakim, which was the 1st year of 

Nebuchadnezzar’s reign. 

• Of what did Jeremiah accuse the people? Refusing to listen to him and other prophets 

God sent to call the people to repentance. “You have not listened” – vs. 3 & 4. 

• What specific charges did God bring against the people in vs. 5 -7? They had served and 

worshipped other gods, provoking God to anger. 

• How did God describe Nebuchadnezzar? He is called God’s servant. 

• In what sense was Nebuchadnezzar a servant of God? To bring judgment to Judah, so he 

was serving God’s function for him. Similar language is used of other pagan kings, e.g, 

Cyrus in Isaiah 44-45. 

• What did God promise to do to the land as a result of the disobedience of the people of 

Judah? Send Babylon to make the land desolate and an astonishment. 

 

Read/Observe God’s Word – Daniel 9:1-2 

• What books was Daniel referring to? Copies of Jeremiah’s writings w/ other scriptures. 

• How does this help us understand Jeremiah’s prophecy? Daniel trusted Jeremiah’s 

faithful proclamation of God’s words concluding that the 70 years was about to be 

completed. 

• How old would Daniel have been as he wrote these words? Probably a teen when he 

was taken captive to Babylon (Daniel 1). So he was in his 80’s the 1st year of Darius. 

• Turning back to Jeremiah 25, what would happen at the end of the 70 years? God would 

punish the Babylonians for their sins, even though He used them as instruments of 

judgment. 

 

Discover/Interpret Truth 

• Through these events, we can clearly see God’s hand guiding the hearts of kings and the 

futures of His children. God is sovereign over the affairs of men.  



• In all this judgment, God was offering hope to His people. Their idolatry earned His 

judgment, but He would not destroy them completely, for the Messiah must come 

through them.  

• As the people were being taken captive, they were given hope, showing the grace of 

God. 

 

Is Context King? Worksheet – Do This! 

 

Read/Observe God’s Word – Jeremiah 29:1-20 (If there is time.) 

• Who was Jeconiah? Alternate name for Jehoiachin – 2 Kings 24:6-15. 

• When was this letter sent? After Jeconiah’s capture, so after 599 BC. 

• Who did God identify as the source of their captivity? Himself. 

• What instructions were given to the captives in verses 5-7? Build houses, plant gardens, 

start and raise families, and seek the peace of Babylon. 

• Why did God tell them to continue growing their families? God intended for a larger 

group to move back to Jerusalem. 

• What warning was given about prophets in the midst of the people? Be wary of the false 

prophets among them in verses 8-9. In later verses, God called them by name and 

warned the people more specifically. 

• How did God offer hope to His people in verses 10-14? God promised to bring the people 

back to Jerusalem and back to true worship, bringing them prosperity and a future in the 

Promised Land. 

• What events were foretold in verses 15-20? A third wave of destruction to the king and 

people remaining in Jerusalem. 

• Why would this third wave come? The people were still not repentant – did not listen. 

 

Applying God’s Word 

• Just as God directed His people into captivity and promised to lead them out, we can 

draw a parallel to our experience in this world today. Our world is broken and suffering 

under the effects of sin and rebellion, but we have a future hope of being restored to 

our true homeland. 

• How can you use the faithfulness of God in fulfilling His promises, of judgment or 

restoration, as a source of hope? 

• After discussing the use of Jer. 29:11 and Phil. 4:13, how should you react when people 

use (or misuse) these verses, or others, in the future? 

• How does examining the Scripture in its historical context help you to understand God 

more fully and your place in the full scope of His redemptive history? 


