
God is a fair Judge. 
Lesson for Sunday, October 1, 2017 

 

INTRO: 

• We last looked at the fall of Israel to the Assyrians, and saw how they tried to blend the worship 

of the true God and false gods. 

• God generally uses people or nations to deliver judgment, but today we are going to look at a 

twist in our lesson.  

• Assyria was a powerful empire, dominating land from Egypt to Iraq. Nahum’s prophecy was 

likely delivered around 650 BC, at the height of Assyrian power. They had already conquered 

Israel and were oppressing Judah during this time. 

 

BIBLE STUDY: 

1. God speaks through Nahum – Nahum 1:1-5 

a. Observe God’s Word 

i. How did Nahum receive this information? Given to him in a vision. 

ii. What does it mean by a “burden against Nineveh?” A message of coming 

judgment. This is a common phrase for visions of judgment delivered to the 

prophets. 

iii. Is this prophecy directed against the city of Nineveh alone? Nineveh is the 

capital of the Assyrian empire, so the city stands as representative for the entire 

nation. 

iv. What is revealed about God in the first few verses? God is jealous and will bring 

judgment to his adversaries. 

v. What sense of God do you gain after reading chapter 1? An overwhelming sense 

of God’s awesome power and majesty. 

vi. How do we know these truths are coming from God? Vs. 12 & 14 clearly state it. 

vii. Looking at verses 12-14, there seems to be a contradiction. What is the 

apparent problem in this text? Vs. 12-13 talk about a people being freed from 

bondage while 14 talks about a nation whose name will be cut off and placed in 

a grave. Can’t be referring to the same people. 

viii. How can this problem be resolved? Vs. 12 & 13 are speaking to Judah, since 

Assyria has been oppressing them. Judah will experience freedom, as verse 15 

confirms. Verse 14 is spoken against Assyria for their idolatry and wickedness. 

This “switching” between people is common to Old Testament prophecy and can 

cause confusion. We must read Scripture carefully! 

ix. What role of a prophet is Nahum fulfilling? Delivers a message of judgment to a 

foreign people. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. Nahum, as God directed him, told the Ninevites that the Assyrian nation was 

about to be judged.  

ii. God displayed His power, and Nahum reminded the Assyrians who God is and 

what He is capable of doing. 

2. God Judges Assyrian – Nahum 2-3 (read it creatively) 

a. Read/Observe God’s Word 

i. What does God call the Assyrians to do in 2:1? Prepare for battle. Ironic – there 

was no hope of them being saved from judgment. Compare with 2:7. 

ii. What types of descriptions are used to describe the fall of Nineveh? 2:6 – palace 

dissolves in a river; 2:8 – a pool that has been drained; 2:10 – empty, desolate, 

waste’ 2:13 – chariots are burned and army killed by the sword; 3:5 – Assyria’s 

nakedness will be shown to the nations, etc. 

iii. What sins is Nineveh condemned for? Language of murder and bloodshed in 

chapter 3, as well as sorcery and idolatry. 



iv. What imagery is used in 3:12 to describe Assyria’s defenses? The strongholds 

are compared to fig trees whose fruits fall when the tree is shaken. 

v. What is ironic/sarcastic about 3:14-17? Again, the Assyrians are called to 

prepare for battle, fully knowing that they will be destroyed. 

vi. What does 3:19 communicate about the fate of Assyria? Their destruction is 

certain. 

vii. What does the rhetorical question that closes the book tell us about the reason 

for Assyria’s destruction? The destruction was for the wicked acts of Assyria. 

b. Interpret the Truth 

i. Interesting question – If God used Assyria to accomplish His plan for judging 

Israel and destroying it, then why would God be judging Assyria for doing what 

He had intended them to do? 

ii. What attribute of God might be called into question in this circumstance? Just – 

if God is just, then how can He condemn people for carrying out what He 

expected? However, God gets to define what is good and all that He does is fair 

and just. 

iii. We must be careful not to accuse the Judge of all the earth of doing wrong. The 

Assyrians were more than willing to sinfully attach another nation to control 

their territory. God didn’t make them sin. He used their sin to accomplish His 

purposes, which is consistent with other Scripture. The judgment of the 

Assyrians was just and showed the sovereignty of God over all nations. 

 

Applying God’s Truth 

a. It is amazing to think about the way all of history has been woven together with God directing 

the flow of all things. Nineveh had repented at the preaching of Jonah, but within 100 years they 

had turned away from God and destroyed Israel. How quickly a nation can go from worshipping 

God to killing His children! 

b. We don’t typically bow down to little statues today, but we may serve money, success, family, 

sports, education, and many other things above God. What are the common idols for people like 

us? 

c. As we see much about our culture sliding deeper into idolatry and immorality that God hates, 

we must know that the message of forgiveness and renewal in Christ is the only remedy. How 

do we do this? 

d. As we think about the message of judgment, why is it so important to identify the source of the 

message? The source is what gives the message authority. Because we know this message 

comes from God, we know it has authority. 

e. In what ways do you struggle with the “fairness” of events in history in light of the attributes 

and character of God? 


