
God determines how we worship Him 
Lesson for Sunday, September 24, 2017 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

• For 250 years, Israel had been distinct from Judah with many kings ruling over the divided Promised Land.  

• From the beginning, the kings of Israel had led the northern tribes in idolatry. God had repeatedly sent 

messengers to them to call them to repentance, but they would not listen.  

• God’s patience had come to an end during the reign of Hoshea, and God was about to demonstrate His justice 

and wisdom in bringing Israel the judgment they had earned.  

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. Israel under siege  

a. Observe the Word (2 Kings 17:1-23) 

i. Was Hoshea a good or bad king? Verse 2 says he did evil in the sight of the Lord. 

ii. What brought about the war between Assyria and Israel? Israel had been dominated by Assyria 

and the people had paid tribute to Assyria as its subjects. Hoshea rebelled against Shalmaneser 

and sought an alliance with So of Egypt, so Assyria sought to destroy Israel.  

iii. Was Hoshea leading the people during the siege of Samaria? No, he had been captured and put 

in prison before the siege began.  

iv. How long did it take for Samaria to fall? Three years.  

v. Note: This three-year siege might sound a bit odd to us, but the Assyrians basically surrounded 

the city and starved out the people inside. They had already conquered the rest of the country, 

so the fortified and well-supplied city was all that remained to claim total control over Israel. 

vi. Look at Amos 3:11. How was the prophecy of Amos fulfilled? The adversary, Assyria, had 

surrounded their land and plundered their capital, taking the king prisoner. 

vii. What were the conditions probably like in Samaria toward the end of the siege? There is no 

detailed biblical record of this siege, but it was surely a horrific scene likely involving cannibalism 

(as we see in the accounts of other sieges).  

viii. What happened to the Israelites after Samaria fell? The king had them taken to Assyria and 

settled in various regions to disperse them. These regions would be in modern-day Iraq, Iran, and 

Syria.  

ix. Thinking about the context of this passage (2 Kings 17), how would you describe the section 

from verses 7–23? This is an interlude in the text that recounts the history of Israel and how they 

came to be taken captive. Verse 24 starts recounting the current events.  

x. Looking at verses 7 and 9, what phrase describing the actions of the Israelites is repeated? 

“Against the Lord” is repeated to describe their actions.  

xi. Looking at verses 18, 20, and 23, what common phrase describes how God treated the 

Israelites? He put them “out of His sight.”  

xii. What practices are the Israelites condemned for? Idolatry, witchcraft, breaking God’s laws, child 

sacrifice, following the practices of the surrounding nations, and others.  

xiii. How does verse 23 close? “As it is to this day.”  

xiv. Why is that significant? Israel was never repopulated and controlled by the Jews up until the 

writing of 2 Kings. 

b. Interpret the Word:  

i. God had sent prophets—the kings and people rejected the message. God called for 

repentance—the kings and people sought their own path away from the Lord.  

ii. God was patient for 250 years as the people continued to follow in the steps of Jeroboam—

steps that led them far from God.  

iii. The final removal of Israel and their deportation to Assyrian lands was accomplished in 721 BC.  

iv. What attribute of God is displayed in delivering the judgment he had promised through the 

prophets? God cannot lie or break His promises, including promises to exercise judgment. 

 



2. Assyria’s attempt to blend Israel’s worship (2 Kings 17:24-41) 

a. Observe the Word:  

i. After the Israelites had been taken away, how was the land repopulated? The Assyrians brought 

people from other areas they had conquered to the cities of Samaria. 

ii. What was the likely goal of the Assyrians in moving people around their empire? They were 

seeking to homogenize the people and install the Assyrian culture in all parts of the empire. This 

also dispersed the various people groups so they would not be concentrated and rise up in 

rebellion.  

iii. Did the people who moved into Israel fear God and worship Him? No.  

iv. How did God respond to the new inhabitants? He sent lions to kill some of them.  

v. Why did the foreigners think the lions were attacking? They believed they had offended the 

regional deity.  

vi. How did they seek to remedy the situation? They asked for an Israelite priest to come back and 

teach them how to worship properly.  

vii. We have discussed the idea of regional deities before. The new inhabitants thought that they 

just needed the right formula to offer worship to the regional “god” of Israel. They thought they 

had moved into his turf and upset him. Little did they realize that it was the Creator God they 

had offended.  

viii. Was the arrival of the priest and his instruction the answer to their problems? No. The text says 

that they feared the Lord, but they continued to worship other false gods.   

ix. Looking at verse 34, how long did this continue? The writer uses the phrase, “even to this day.” 

The next passage talks about King Hezekiah and Judah and the book ends with the captivity of 

Jerusalem. In this light, the false worship continued in Samaria (the name for the region after the 

fall of Israel) for generations afterward.  

x. What shift happens in the text beginning in verse 34? There is a look back to what God had 

called the Israelites to do as a nation and their failure to follow His commands.  

xi. What events is the writer looking back to in verses 35 to 41? The passages quoted are from 

Exodus and Deuteronomy where God was challenging the Israelites to follow Him alone and not 

be swept into the worship of the false gods. 

b. Interpret the Word: 

i. Despite their attempts to appease God with a priest, God did not accept the blended worship of 

the people who moved into Samaria.  

ii. We use the word syncretism to describe what the Samaritans were doing—blending worship of 

false gods with the worship of God. They misunderstood God’s character and nature and failed 

to worship Him alone as He demanded. 

iii. Sadly, a portion of the professing church in our culture looks a lot like the Samaritans. Recently, 

there has been a huge movement of blending religious practices of false religions into the 

worship of Christ.  

iv. Our activity today is going to have you think about one of these practices that is quite common 

inside some churches and among some professing Christian individuals. 

 

ACTIVITY: A Proper Understanding of Meditation (See page 3 of this document.) 

 

APPLICATION:  

• The Israelites brought judgment on themselves because they failed to worship God as He had prescribed.  

• How seriously do we take the worship of God today? Do we focus on how God prescribes for us to worship Him 

or are we more interested in our personal preferences?  

• How can we relate God’s patience in bringing judgment to Israel to sharing the gospel with unrepentant people 

today?  

• Why is syncretism, blending worship practices into Christianity, so dangerous?  

• Where have you seen God’s patience in bringing judgment in your life or others?  

  



A Proper Understanding of Meditation 
 

How would you describe meditation?  

• Allow the class to brainstorm this individually or in groups.  

• Let them report on their conclusions after a few minutes.  

 

 

There has been a rise in the practice of meditation in recent years. Certain forms of meditation are part of the 

practice of yoga and other Eastern religions such as Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism. The goal in some of these 

meditation practices is to empty the mind so that a connection with the divine nature of the universe can be 

made. Others simply instruct participants to empty their minds and to focus on whatever comes into their 

thinking. None of these instructions align properly with the Biblical idea of meditation.  

 

1. What is the focus of meditation in Joshua 1:8 and Psalm 1:1-3 & 119:15? 

a. We are to always be focusing our thoughts and attention on God’s Word.  

b. The idea of meditating has been illustrated by the cow chewing its cud.  

c. We are to chew on God’s Word and strain every nutrient out of it.  

 

 

2. Does God ever call us to empty our minds to connect with Him?  

a. Follow-up: Why is this dangerous?  

b. What does the heart say about our hearts?  

c. What are the typical thoughts that pop into our heads? Do they typically glorify God? 

 

 

3. Should Christians be seeking to empty their minds in order to understand Christ more fully?  

 

 

 

4. How do we biblically practice meditation?  

a. The psalmist encourages us to “be still.” Biblical meditation begins with slowing down and 

finding a quiet place where distractions can be minimized.  

b. While we meditate on Scripture, we are looking to get everything out of it we possibly can. This 

can occur as we ask questions about a passage. Here are some questions to think about:  

i. Is there a promise I can claim?  

ii. Is there a sin I need to confess? 

iii. What do I learn about God in this passage?  

iv. Is there a truth to acknowledge?  

v. Is there something to praise and thank God for?  

vi. Is there an attitude I need to change?  

c. Idea: Pick a passage of Scripture and work through it with your class… 

 

THE POINT: The world’s idea of meditation and God’s idea of meditation are polar opposites. Just because an 

idea sounds spiritual doesn’t mean it is biblical. We are to evaluate everything by the standard defined in the 

Word of God.  


