
Wisdom is found in God’s Word. 
Lesson for Sunday, July 23, 2017 

 

Have on the board as people arrive: “A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. Prov. 32:7” 

 

Teacher’s Note: The handout that will be with your packet will include two different activities – one on 

each side. The first activity goes with the intro to the lesson (“Pop Quiz”). You may want to hold on to 

the handouts until you are ready to actually give the pop quiz. 

 

INTRO:  

• A few weeks ago, we talked about Solomon and how he received supernatural wisdom as a gift 

from God. Today’s lesson is going to allow us to examine some of the wisdom that he and others 

recorded by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 

• When we came up with a definition for wisdom based on several passages of Scripture, we 

found that wisdom is applying knowledge given by God to live a life that reflects the character of 

God. Today, we are going to expand on the topic of wisdom. 

• POP QUIZ – Use this exercise to break the ice and have a little fun! Point out that we have to be 

careful in what we credit to the Bible – sort of like the quote you have on the board! (Who 

noticed?) 

 

BIBLE STUDY:  

1. The Purpose of Proverbs (1:1-7) 

a. Observe the Word:  

i. Who is the author of this passage? Solomon. 

ii. Did Solomon write all of Proverbs? It’s unclear. Looking at chapters 30 and 31, 

other authors are identified. Also, Solomon may have been recording the words 

of others, but still under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  

iii. What is the purpose of the book, according to this passage? So that people may 

know wisdom, that the simple may become prudent, that the young can gain 

knowledge and discretion, and that the wise can increase in learning.  

iv. We talked about poetic form a few weeks ago. Do you notice that form in this 

passage? There are several couplets. Verses 5 and 6 are both couplets that 

repeat the idea in two similar ways. Verse 7 is a couplet that contrasts the wise 

and the foolish.  

v. What two types of people are contrasted in verse 7? Those who fear the Lord 

are contrasted with fools.  

vi. What is important about the fear of the Lord? It is the beginning of knowledge. 

In Proverbs 9:10, it is the beginning of wisdom.  

vii. What does it mean to “fear the Lord”? This is not referring to being afraid of 

God like we are afraid of spiders or an angry person about to harm us, but a 

reverential awe and respect for God as the Creator and Sustainer of the 

universe. 

b. Interpret the Word:  

i. Wisdom comes from God. That should make sense because one of God’s 

attributes is wisdom. God alone is perfectly wise. When we seek wisdom, we 

seek to be like God. 

ii. What other attributes of God help us to understand His wisdom? He is 

omniscient, eternal, just, and immutable. All of those attributes should assure 

us of God’s wisdom in every circumstance. 

2. The Way to Wisdom (Proverbs 2:1-9) 

a. Observe the Word:  

i. What is the general attitude of the wise person presented in this passage? The 

tone of the passage is one of seeking, listening, and treasuring the teaching that 



leads to wisdom; receive, treasure, incline your ear, apply your heart, seek, 

search.  

ii. What term do you see in this passage that we also saw in Proverbs 1? “The fear 

of the Lord” is used again.  

iii. In verse 5, what is equated with the fear of the Lord? It is set in a comparative 

couplet with the “knowledge of God.” As we mentioned before, knowing who 

God is should lead us to fear Him—in a reverential way.  

iv. Where does wisdom come from based on this passage? The Lord gives wisdom, 

and it comes from His mouth.  

v. If we want to find wisdom, where should we be looking for it? If wisdom comes 

from the mouth of the Lord, then we should be looking to Scripture to find 

wisdom. The Scriptures are breathed out by God (2 Timothy 3:16), and the ideas 

of doctrine, reproof, correction, and instruction in righteousness are found here 

in the chapters of Proverbs, as well.  

vi. As we think about fearing God, our thoughts surely go to the fear of God for His 

just judgment against sinful people. But all of those who are in Christ have no 

reason to fear God’s wrath because it has been taken by Jesus on the Cross. 

That should lead us to reverent fear before a holy and awesome God who has 

saved us in spite of our rebellion against Him.  

vii. Turn to Colossians 2 and listen as I read verses 1–3.  

1. What do we find in Christ? All the treasures of wisdom and knowledge 

are hidden in Christ.  

2. Why does understanding who Christ is more fully help us to grow in 

wisdom? Knowing that He lived a perfect life of obedience to the 

Father, we have an example of wise living. Further, understanding who 

Jesus is and what He has done for us should lead us to desire to know 

more of Him and His righteousness and to obey His commands. In 

understanding Christ more fully, we gain wisdom. 

3. If wisdom comes from God the Father and from God the Son, can it also 

come from God the Spirit? Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 2:10–15. The Holy 

Spirit allows us to truly understand what God has revealed to us in His 

Word and in the person of Jesus Christ. 

b. Observe the Word:  

i. Without wisdom from God, we cannot understand righteousness and justice. 

We cannot understand how to live a life that is pleasing to God, let alone the 

mysteries of God as He has revealed them to us in the Bible. And the only place 

to seek that wisdom is in the Scriptures that tell us of those mysteries.  

ii. As we seek for wisdom as a precious treasure, we can look to Christ’s perfect 

character and rely on the Holy Spirit to give us that wisdom.  

iii. As we prayerfully study God’s Word, we can confidently ask the Holy Spirit to 

teach us the truths it contains and to guide us in applying it to our lives.  

iv. By doing so, we can truly be seeking to imitate Jesus and to be conformed into 

His image more and more every day. 

 

MINING FOR TRUTH (Do This!) 

• There is space on the back of the Pop Quiz for them to identify the topics in Proverbs 19.  

• After they share what they have discovered discuss the following:  

• Are the proverbs intended to be used as formulas for getting what we want out of life? No. We 

are to apply them to please and honor God with our lives, not to apply a simple formula to find 

success or to get what we want.  

• Many people misunderstand the conditional proverbs to be absolute statements: If you do x, 

you will get y. But that is not the intent of the proverbs. They are not magical incantations, but 

rather general principles that follow from living in a God-honoring way.  



• There are many proverbs that are simple statements of truths, but others must be understood 

in light of the whole counsel of God.  

• Look at 19:5. Does this mean that everyone who bears false witness will be punished? Human 

justice is never perfect, so we know that some people who lie against others are never 

punished. When people are caught bearing false witness against others (slander or perjury), 

there is usually a penalty for that. However, all liars will receive justice from God, and this 

passage is true in an ultimate, eternal sense.  

• Many times, people will twist a proverb to provide a promise of material blessings for 

obedience. Look at 22:4. Is everyone who is humble and fears God rich? No. This is not a 

guarantee of material riches.  

• Now, please don’t misunderstand. The wisdom that is found in these passages is wisdom from 

God. So if we live according to these principles, we will please God. When we live a life that is 

pleasing to God, we will be blessed, but that doesn’t mean that everything in our lives will be 

perfect.  

• We should be seeking to serve God and be like Jesus whether our lives are easy and smooth or 

not. If we get mad at God because a proverb didn’t play out in our lives, we had the wrong 

motive for obeying God in the first place. We must trust and obey God in spite of the 

circumstances. 

 

APPLYING GOD’S WORD:  

God’s Word is filled with wisdom. But more than that, He will give us wisdom as we diligently seek to 

understand the truth found in His Word, seeking to become more like Jesus and relying on the Holy 

Spirit to guide us in that truth. We cannot forget that the Bible is the absolute authority on every issue 

of life. We see that in the proverbs recorded throughout Scripture. All of the treasures of wisdom and 

knowledge are hidden in Christ, and we must not look to the world for wisdom, but to Christ. 

• What has changed in your understanding of the proverbs as a result of this lesson? 

• How could memorizing a proverb about a specific sin you are struggling with help you to 

overcome that sinful pattern?  

• Since the book of Proverbs is not arranged topically, how would you go about finding proverbs 

that deal with various ideas?  

• What sources of counterfeit wisdom—the wisdom that comes from the world, not Christ—have 

you been attracted to in the past (or present)?  

• How can you distinguish between godly wisdom and worldly wisdom?  


