
Lesson for Sunday, October 20, 2013          
AIM: Friend Day is much more than Friend Day at FBT. 

 

INTRODUCTION:              

A story is told about a wife cooking a roast. She cuts the end off of the roast, puts it on a pan and then in the 
oven. The husband asks her "Why did you cut the end off?" she replies "Because my mom always did." The next day 

the wife talks to her mom and asks "Why did you cut the end off of the roast before putting it in the oven?" Her 

mom replied, "Because my mom always did." So the both of them went to Grandma and asked the same question, 

"Grandma, why do you cut the end of the roast off before cooking it?" Grandma replied, "So it would fit in the pan!" 
So many times we do things without knowing why but we do it anyway because we have always done it 

that way and no one ever has taken the time to find out why themselves. We just go through life doing things that 

we have no idea why we do what we do. 
In two Sundays we will celebrate Friend Day at FBT for the 43rd consecutive year. Ask the class, “Does 

anyone know why we have Friend Day?” (Teacher note: There are many reasons and the point of this discussion is 

not to arrive at the best answer; the lesson should do that for us. This is a chance to have some dialogue in the class 

and to get them thinking.) 
At FBT, Friend Day is much more than what happens on the first Sunday of November. Friend Day is part of 

an overall strategy that is always working throughout the fabric of everything we do. This lesson will introduce 

that strategy and show us where Friend Day fits. Hopefully you will see that our strategy comes from the pages of 

Scripture.  
 

BIBLE STUDY:               

1. STEP #1: IDENTIFY 

a. The process must begin outside the walls of the church. It begins with identifying lost and 
unchurched people in our community.  

b. Text: Luke 14:23. Point out that the idea of compelling people to come is the idea of earnest 

persuasion.  
c. This should be more than a priority for a church program. This is the priority for every believer 

every day of the week.  

i. This reminds us of Jesus’ first word in the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19) when He 

simply commanded us to “Go.”  
ii. The idea in this verse is “as you are going.” Jesus was referring to everyday life. As we are 

going through life God places us in the path of people who need Him.  

d. Many times we want to wait for people to come to us – and some will. But the majority of people 

that come to FBT come as a result of a personal invitation.  
i. Studies are often conducted by religious groups that constantly reinforce the fact that the 

#1 reason people visit a church is because of an invitation from a friend.  

ii. We saw the power of a personal invitation in our recent Bring 1 emphasis. In 12 months 

1480 different people attended our services as a result of personal invitations given 
throughout the week during the normal course of daily events.  

e. It all begins and can potentially end with this first step of identifying the lost and unchurched 

around us.  
i. Until we identify them we do not know they exist and they do not know we exist. 

ii. When we cease to identify new people our church will slowly die. 

2. STEP #2: MINISTER 

a. Our process continues as we seek to develop meaningful relationships with the people we identify, 
and to minister to their needs.  

b. Texts: Luke 22:27 and Mark 10:45 

c. As we recently discussed in our series on church membership, the church does not exist for us! We 

exist for the people that don’t even know we exist. So once we identify them we begin to love them. 
d. In many churches this step is replaced with evangelism. So the church will identify new people and 

then focus completely on evangelizing them.  

e. Have you ever considered the pattern of Jesus’ earthly ministry? In most cases, Jesus’ ability to 

minister to people’s physical needs (loving them) would provide opportunity to ultimately win 
them to Himself. 



f. Not only are we surrounded by people who need to be identified, we are surrounded by people who 

are hurting and in need of Christ’s love.  
i. Adult Teacher Note: This is one reason our Care Groups are so important. As soon as 

possible we want to enroll people in SS and assign them to a care group where we can begin 

to pray for and minister to them on a weekly basis.  

g. What are the steps? IDENTIFY – LOVE 
3. STEP #3: EVANGELIZE 

a. Love works wonders in people’s lives! If you show someone genuine love at a specific time, most 

will respond in kindness.  

b. As we show people the love of Christ doors will be opened and we will have opportunities to share 
the Gospel.  

c. Obviously this is a critical step in our process but many Christian groups miss it. Many times 

believers and churches become so focused on meeting people’s physical needs that they miss the 

opportunity to meet their greatest need of all – their need for salvation through Christ.  
d. Text: Luke 19:10. Jesus was focused on His mission. There was never any question what His main 

objective was in working with people, and the same should be said about our work here.  

e. It is not as easy to win people in many cases today. But there are steps we can focus on that will 
allow us to know if we are making progress: 

i. Have we enrolled them in SS? 

ii. Have we sat down with them and clearly presented the Gospel? 

iii. If they are saved, have we talked with them about meaningful church membership? 
f. What are the steps? (Make the class say them!) IDENTIFY – LOVE – EVANGELIZE 

4. STEP #4: DISCIPLE 

a. Once we have the opportunity to win them to Christ, we cannot afford to leave them at that point! 

b. Text: Matthew 28:20 
i. Many times we only think of evangelism when we consider the Great Commission. 

ii. But notice that Jesus presents a comprehensive plan with the people we identify.  

iii. Once they receive Christ we must teach them to observe everything Christ commanded us.  

iv. We often refer to this as discipleship.  
c. Our goal in this step is to teach and train people how to become disciples of Jesus Christ.  

d. One more time: What are the four steps? IDENTIFY – LOVE – EVANGELIZE – DEVELOP  

 
APPLICATION:              

 Each of these steps is critical to our ability to be a healthy church. Every person we are working fits into 

one of these steps in our process. If this is truly our process, everything we do should contribute to one of these 

steps and to moving people through the process, ultimately producing more and more disciples.  
 So where does Friend Day fit on our process? Are we just having a big day because it is our anniversary? Is 

it just to give us something to talk about? Is it just to give a great attendance to brag about?  

 Ask: After looking at our process, where do you think Friend Day fits? Allow time for discussion. 

 Primarily, Friend Day is a major contributor to the IDENTIFY step of our process. If we meet our attendance 
goal of 2013 we will have to IDENTIFY hundreds of people who do not regularly attend FBT and get them here. 

Once they attend each name is added to a SS class and each class begins to work them through the process.  

 But Friend Day does more than that for our church process. On that day, we have the opportunity to show 

hundreds of guests how loving our church family can be. When we come to church on Sunday, November 3, what 
can we do to show Christ’s love to everyone in attendance? Allow time for discussion. 

 We will also have the chance to work on step #3 of our process. On that Sunday we will clearly present the 

Gospel in our classes and in the service. Everyone will have the opportunity to respond to the Christ’s invitation.  
 Finally, Friend Day is a chance for each of us to develop ourselves. Will you pray for the next two weeks? 

Will you stretch outside your comfort zone and invite people to attend with you? Will you work hard to show 

Christ’s love that day?  

 
CONCLUSION:               

Where are you in this process personally?  

 


